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VALE OF THE TIMES. 



chap. xvin. 

O how canft thou, renounce the boundlefs dort 
Of charms which Nature to her votVry yield* t 

The warbling woodland, the rcfounding fliore. 
The pomp of groves, and garniture of fields f - 
All that the genial ray of morning gilds, 

And all that echoes to the fong of even, 

All that the mountain's iheheiing bofom mields, 

And all the dread magnificence of heayen, 

O how canit thou renounce, and hope to be forgiven ! 

Beattie* 

The intereft which the appearance and 
behaviour of Mr. Powerfcourt had ex- 
cited in lord Monteith's mind had more 
permanence than the fudden emotions 
to which his difpofition was fubjedt com- 
monly poffeffed. His evanefcent im- 

vol. ii. % b pulfes 
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pulfcs might generally be compared to 
the impreffion which a ftone makes upon 
the. clca* furface cff a glaffy lake, which, 
after having formed a few tremulous 
circles, foon refumes its natural tranquil- 
lity. , But on the prefent occafion he 
thought of his good-tempered rival, as 
he termed him, during moft part of his 
journey to Scotland -, and, as neither a 
whittle nor a fong would always excite 
new ideas, he frequently exprefled him- 
felf anxious to know whether the poor 
fellow had (hot himfelf : " Yet I proteft, 
"my dear Geraldine," he added, " I 
« do not laugh at him ; for, upon my 
cc foul, if I were as miferable as he 
€C feems to be, I fhould think of nothing 
fc but driving out Cupid's arrows with 
" a brace of bullets/' 

As lady Monteith's endeavours to 
divert her lord from fufpefting Mr, 
Powcrfcourt's attachment had proved 

in- 
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ineffc&ual, (he determined, by that full 
confidence which Mrs. Evans had re- 
commended, to remove every fubjeft 
of felf-condemnation from her own 
heart. After having bound his honour 
by a promi/e of fecrefy, (he delivered 
to him the letters with which I concluded 
the lad Chapter -, and (he entreated him, 
as the affair was too ftrious for levity, 
to avoid the diftreffing fubjedt in their 
future converfations. 

Lord Monteith was a ftranger to that 
" green-eyed monfter which mocks the 
meat it feeds on." The preference 
his lady had recently given him was too 
avowed, and her condudt, as well as her 
principles, too correct to raife fufpicion 
even in the heart of a Leontes. On the 
contrary, Mr. Powerfcourt's behaviour 
excited his warm efteem ; and his frank 
open difpofition compelled him to ex- 
claim, " I cannot think, Geraldine, why 

b 2 " you 
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« you preferred me to that noble fellow; 
« c I hope he will live to come back to 
€€ England, that I may thank him for 
* l giving me happinefs at the expence of 
« c his own repofc. Let me tell you, 
i€ very few young fellows of my ac- 
* € quaintance would have aded as he has 
"done." 

** I hope," faid the countels, while 
heart- felt pleafure lighted up all the 
charms of her intelligent face, €C that I 
fc fhall have the fatisfaftion of prefenting 
€t two friends to each other, highly de- 
** ferving of mutual confidence. You 
€t lee I have requefted Henry's corrc- 
" fpondence ; you, my lord, muft permit 
" me to communicate^ it to you j your 
€l (uperior knowledge of the chara&er 
t€ of your own fcx will enable me to dif- 
€t cover whether his travels are conducive 
* € to his rcpofe; and you will affift my 
u replies by pointing out fuch topics as 

" will 
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* will prove moft effe&ual in promoting 
H this end, ever remembering that the 
"efteem and gratitude I now feel for 
" him muft be fubfervient to the ftronger 
F attachment whence they originated*'* 
Such were the fentiments of lady 
Monteith.; and fuch is the coadudl upon 
which the rnufe of hiftory and the inufe 
©f fiftion alike delight to dwell. Tht 
uqeorrupted mkid avows its divine ori> 
ginal, by recurring with fecret compla? 
eency to the portrait of what is perfedt r 
fair, and good* Though the depravity 
of modern manners may obtain tranfient 
a&nufement from thofe highly-coloured 
fcenes of guilt which the judgment con^ 
demns^the foul only finds conftant gra- 
tification in contemplating the lovely 
piftures of innocence and virtue. 

When I recollect that the fubfequent 
events of this hiftory will lead my nar- 
native through many a painful fcene* I 

b 3 feem 
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feem to fhrink with relu&ance from the 
dilgufting talk of defcribing fy Hematic 
villany mining the outworks which de- 
corum and religion have placed around 
female virtue, while the unfufpe&ing 
heart becomes entangled by fatanic guile 
and inbred vanity. I feel that the part 
moft analogous to my tafte, as well as 
to my powers, would be to depidlure 
the amiable features of the human cha- 
rafter (haded only by thofe lighter traits 
of frailty from which the moft perfeft 
ftandard of human goodnefs is not ex- 
empt. But, knowing that the unchrift- 
ian morals of the prefent age ftrain their 
affe&ed charity till they embrace vice, 
while the moft glaring enormities are 
glofled over by delicate fubterfuges; and 
refined liberality expatiates on the good- 
nefs of the heart, while its poffeflbr 
breaks every precept in the decalogue ; 
1 feel ft i mulated by an ardent, though 

perhaps 
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perhaps injudicious zeal, to lend my 
feeble aid to (lop the torrent of enthu- 
fiaftic fentiment which daringly me- 
naces that heaven-ere&ed edifice that 
is predidled to furvive the wreck of 
worlds. 

Imprefled with this idea, I conceive 
it poffible to ferve the caufe of principle, 
by fliowing through what devious un- 
fufpe&ed paths the human heart may be 
led to error; how eafily it may, by 
youthful indifcrecion, be hurried down 
the fteep defcent, till, Hazael-like, it 
finks into the infamy which it once fhud- 
dered to name. Yet, retaining too much 
native purity to be reconciled to its de>- 
graded ftate, and too much fenfibility to 
ftifle refleftion, it fhrinks from, life as 
from an infupportable burden -, and the 
morning which rofe in fplendor is clouded 
by infuperable gloom before it attains 
its meridian brightnefs, 

b 4 If 
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If in the execution of this defign the 
pencil fhould fail, let Candour remember 
the intention, and excufe the unfkilful 
painter. Perhaps the imperfeft outline 
may induce fome fuperior genius, more 
converfant with life and manners, to ex- 
ecute the inftru&ive fubjeft with all the 
glowing energy that its importance re* 
quires. 

I fhall gratify my own taftc by dwell- 
ing a little longer on that part of lady 
Montcith's hiftory , when, unafiailed and 
happy, fiie fpread ddight and comfort 
all around her, and her own heart de- 
rived an allowable gratification from the 
confeioufnefs of defer vedapplaufc\ The 
firft four years of her married life were 
uncmbittered by reftlefs anxiety, cor- 
roding difappointment, or the dill keener 
pangs of felf-accufation. But, left my 
readers (hould fuppofe that I am now 
falfifying my own maxims, I fhall ex- 
hibit 
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fiibit a curfory view of that period 
which, though it did not include any 
great forrows or marked deviations from 
redtitude, ftill bore fome fainter mark*, 
of the penalty of Adam* 

When the young counteft arrived atr 
Monteithj (he was aftoniftied at the 
cruel ravages which time and negligence 
had made in that venerable pile* Its 
native magnificence, the fublime fea- 
tures of the adjacent fecnery, every fpor 
of which feemed by fome traditionary 
anecdote connected with her lord's fk* 
rnily, and the attachment which the* 
peafantry, notwithftanding their cktremcr 
wretchednefs, exprefied for the defcend-* 
ants of their old matters, kindled in her 
mind ant agreeable enthufiafm, and ihe 
rejoiced in a diftindtion which feemed 
capable of uniting her own individual 
happinefs with the general good. Though, 
ihe continued to think, that lady Made- 

2 5 lina 
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Una carried her ideas of hereditary con* 
fcquence to a ridiculous extent, a ge- 
nerous heart would find a fair field to 
gratify its nobleft paflions in the fupre- 
macy of a wide domain. She feemed 
never weary of wandering through the 
romantic fcencry. " Here," faid (he, 
as fhe one day refted on the flope of a 
green hill, over-hung by a pine-clad 
precipice, " I will build a neat little vil- 
€C lage. The houfes fhall all be white ; 
€C there fhall be a garden to each, and a 
€< rcfidence in this agreeable fpot fhall 
" be the reward conferred upon fuch of 
" my lord's tenants as feem to fulfil 
cc their duties with marked propriety. 
" I will frequently vifit them j I will be 
f< their legiflator, their inftru&or, their 
€c phyfician, and their friend. They 
"fhall look up to ijie with gratitude, 
t( and my own heart (hall enjoy the pure 
" rccompence of confeious beneficence." 

In 
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In the improvements which fhe» 
planned at the cattle, the fame ibcial> 
and benevolent fpirit prevailed, though* 
here perhaps it received a more worldly, 
teint from the dangerous approximation' 
of vanity. " Thefe rooms," faid (he, " if 
" embelli/hed in the grand Gothic ftyle, 
u will fhame the feeble glitter of mo-' 
c< dern frippery. Every article of fur-' 
" niture fhall be mafly and fubftantial, 
cc and convey an idea of general ufeful-' 
cc nefs rather than a fclfifh defire of cx- % 
" hibiting the cold enjoyments of unim-' 
" parted wealth. My lord's fortune is 
€t ample j I have made to it a considerable N 
€€ addition : how infinitely fhall I prefer* 
u fpending it upon this fpot, which has* 
" a local claim to our preference, to 
u fquandering it in the unvarying round 
" of a London life ! Here, without feel- 
€t ing the pain of competition, expence 
€i may be juftified by the motive of em- 1 

b 6 <c ploying 
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cc ploying induftry and diffufing plea- 
cc fure- I will cultivate the efteem of 
* all my neighbours by the moft winning 
«* attentions. The peculiarities which- 
fc entitle me to pfre-eminencc fhall not 
«* give them uneafincfs, becaufe thejr 
*f lhall be uniformly exerted for their 
** pleafure or.amufement. Here, with- 
c f out obfervatioynt or interruption, 1 may 
'fpurfue my plafi of influencing lord> 
c * Monteith's tafte, till it gradually afli- 
€ i milatcs to my own. Lady Arabella's 
*< predile&ion for a London life, and her 
«* acknowledged influence over her aunt> 
fC prevent me from fearing that my 
* € fchemes will be fruftrated by the pre- 
€ f fence of thofe whom I cannot propi- 
€ * date and wi£h not to offend. Diftance 
c « may, perhaps, diferm their prejudices j- 
•* and when perfonal competition is re- 
€< moved, the reprefcntative of their fa- 
• c -mily may receive thofe commenda- 

15 <c tions 
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" tions to which kindred or friendfiiip 
€I never can afpire." 

The plans of lady Monteith would 

have proved abortive, had ihe not been 
affifted by two powerful coadjutors* 
Lord Monteith's natural difpofition was 
violently difpofed to the purfu&t of rural 
fports and athletic exercifes. The 
mountains, lakes, and forefts which 
fur rounded his caftle, promifed the 
diverfions of Hiking and hunting in full 
perfe&ion; and the neighbouring gentry 
had endeavoured to enliven a thinly-in- 
habited country by the ^ftablilhment of 
an afiembly, a bowling meeting, and a 
cricket match, which returned at ftated 
intervals. The Monteiths honoured 
the firft- mentioned amufement with 
their prefence very foon after their ar- 
rival at the caftle; and, though the 
company exhibited but a miniature re-* 
femblance to the circles in which they 
< had 



14 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

had lately moved, they both received 
pleafurc from the events of the evening. 
Two circumftances contributed to his 
lordfhip's fatisfa&ion; he felt himfelf 
perfeftly at eafe; and, moreover, he 
received information, that the neigh- 
bouring country afforded what is termed 
a fet of very hearty fellows, and the 
fineft groufe and black game in the 
kingdom. His pleafure at this intelli- 
gence was fo great, that while they re- 
turned home, he interrupted his lady's 
obfervations on the female part of the 
company, by declaring, that fince he 
found things fo agreeable, he really be- 
lieved hefhouldfpend a good deal of time 
at Monteith. " I think, Geraldine," faid 
he, <c I cannot be very dull. What do 
u you think ? I Ihall hunt one day, fifh 
* another, go to the bowling-green a 
cc third i then there will be a cricket 
" match, and (hooting, and public 
*- '" " dinners, 
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cc dinners, and private parties; and then 
going to Edinburgh if any particu- 
lar bufinefs is on foot, and making 
cxcurfions through the neighbouring 
cc counties. I declare I begin to think 
€t as your fathef does, that it will be a 
" very rational life, and quite as agree - 
" able as (pending all our time in thofe 
" (late-trappings of which Arabella is 
« fo fond. She faid that I fhould deteft 
cc Scotland in a month j but I will con- 
u vince her that I can be happy any 
cc where. Don't you think (b too, my 
•Move? You will like to live here, 
" (hall you not ?" 

" O ! infinitely, I allure you ; I was 
" both furprized and pleafed with the 
€C manners of feveral of the ladies whom 
" I met at the affembly. They feemed 
<c indeed a little confufed and referved 
<c at firft, and certainly they are un* 
u acquainted with the more refined 
, ... • 14 " modi- 
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* modifications of politencfs j but many* 
«* of them appeared well-informed, and' 

* I know tfiey will improve upon ac-» 
" quaintance. I have projected a thou*- 
c# fand little fchemes to inlpire con* 
" fidence and cordiality. I am fure the- 
" dear old caftle may foon be made 
ff perfectly comfortable ; and I hope,, 
u my lord, our re fidence among your 

* tenants and dependants will prove aa 
u effential benefit to them/' 

<c I (hall, certainly, order my fteward 
•* to give them the preference upon^ 

every occafion which promifes a 

lucrative advantage." 

" Is it impoflible for us to extend 
u our utility further ? Gould I not en* 
u dow a fchool, and introduce fome 
u branch of manufacture to employ the 

* children and the women ? I am told: 
u that they are extremely uninformed,, 
u and in fome refpe&s uncivilized. I 

<c have 



u 
u 
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" have fancied that this may be owing 
g< to the narrow ftipend of the prefby ter, 
cc whofe poverty will not permit him. to 
u exert that inflence over his flock, or 
" to pay ,them that attention which 
<c the interefts of morality and religion 
" require* A fmall addition to his 
cc ftipend would not be felt by us, and 
would probably da more for tho 
general improvement of manners in 
the neighbourhood than would bo 
cc effe&ed by a much larger expenditure 
* f any other way. I fee, my lord, you 
" fmilei but. allow me as well as your- 
fc felf to quote my father's authority- 
" He has frequently obferved, that by- 
€€ enlarging Mr. Evans's fphere of ufe- 
" fulnefs, he did an adt of public bene- 
" ficence. ' I only thought,* he ufed to 
<f fay, c of making one worthy man 
« happy i but fince Mr. Evans has been 

" relieved 
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" relieved from the preffure of want, he 
" has made many men happy, aye and 
" worthy too.' 

" Why there may be fomething in 
*>' what fir William obferves, provided 
" one could but be fure of having an 
u Evans to deal with. But I (hall have 
" no leifure for fchemes of this kind ; 
" fo you may amufe yourfelf with them 
" when you have no other employment. 
u You may fet up fchools, portion off 
** young giMs, and enrich old divines. 
€< But, remember, no manufadtories 
" in my neighbourhood.— All our fa- 
<c mily hate the very name of them.— 
u They only encourage a horde of idle 
" infolent vagrants, who fly in your 
€l face upon every occafion."— 

u Not if care be taken to improve 
u their morals in proportion to their 
u affluence. You fee how thinly your 

" villages 
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" villages are peopled, and what ex* 
" treme poverty the general appearance 
" of the country befpeaks." 

<c It will be very different when I 
" fpend my fortune among them. The 
" repairs of the caftle will employ the 
"men." 

" But the women and children ?" 

" O they fliall be fed at the caftle 
"gate." 

" No ; let them cat the bread of in- 
U duftr.y,,. and enjoy thofe delights 
" which the aftive exertion of our 
<c native energies always infpircs. 
c< Sweet is the food which is earned 
"by labour. When you, my lord, 
€C purfuc health and pleafure in the 
" fields and woods, and return home to 
« tafte the repofe which is procured by 
<c exertion, and to partake of the dain- 
cc ties for which you are indebted to 
" your own toil, you feel this maxim 

" true j 
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#c true j and your Heart will exult at thfc 
" idea, that your provident bene volenct 
" has extended fimilar enjoyments td> 
" hundreds, who muft long need the 
"protecting care of their benefae- 
" tor, and confequently cannot affe<ffc 

an infolent independence on . hik 

bounty." 

Perhaps lord Monteith**- principal 
objeftions to his lady's fc hemes were* 
that he fhould be involved in fbme 
trouble by the ejaecution of them. Her 
judicious alhifion to his favourite pur- 
suits in- the preceding fpeech, and the 
profpeft of the Honour being wholly 
his, while he determined that the dif- 
ficulties fhould be exclufively hers » 
thefe reafons, added to fome fecret 
ideas that if the plan anfwered it would 
be another triumph over the prejudices 
of his obftinate aunt, procured his ac- 
quiefcence,, and he uttered the words,, 

" You- 



\ 
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** You (hall do as you pleafe, only don't 
" teaze me about it," juft as the chariot 
pafled over the draw-bridgfc which led 
to the cafile. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Say, ftiould the philofophic mind difdain 
That good which makes each humble bofom vain r 
Let fchool-taught pride diflemble all it can, 
Thefe little things are great to little man ; 
And wifer he, whofe fympathetic mind 
Exults in all the good of all mankind. 

Goldsmith. 

! he Jang froid with which lord Mon- 
teith always treated every fcheme not 
immediately connefted with his own 
pleafures, frequently communicated a 
fevere pang to the liberal mind of the 
countefs. Her delicacy was hurt at the 
grofs charadter of his amufements, and 
her vanity was piqued by perceiving 
that the tenacioufnefs of long indulged 
habit would not yield to the fafcination 
of her refined accomplilhments. Like 
Defdemona, fhe. was cc an excellent 
mufician, and could fing the favage- 

nefs 
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nefs out of a bear/' Her mellifluous 
voice and fwect-toned harp ftill retained 
all their exquifite power of transfufing 
harmony and delight into her hufband's 
foul, while the early horn or the convi- 
vial appointment called him from the 
fyren in vain. But if fhe fought to. 
lead his attention to the blooming wil- 
dernefs of fweets planted by her hand, or 
the fcarcely lefs glowing garland created 
by her pencil, he inftantly recolle&ed 
fome infurmountablc engagement which 
required every moment of his time. She 
^as equally unfortunate if (he attempted' 
to intcreft him in the hiftory of her 
colony, as fhe termed her neat little 
white village ; or if, opening the ftores 
of her capacious mind, fhe fought to 
difcufs fome topic of literary tafte, her 
arguments might be brilliant, but un- 
lefs they were cpmprefied within the 
ftri&eft rules of Spartan brevity, her 

lord 
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lord was either difcovering the wit of 
his fpaniel, or had fallen fad: afleep. 

Yet his heart was juft to her merits, 
and his tongue fo copious in her praife, 
that he was fometimes inclined to thfuft 
in the agreeable fubjedt without proper 
preparation. He was confidered by all 
who vifited at the caftle to be a moft 
perfeft paragon of connubial merit $ and 
lady Monteith was as univerfally pro- 
nounced to be a happy woman, with 
which opinion I am inclined to coincide, 
notwithftandingthat the power of Gyges* 
magic ring, invariably poffefied by all 
novel writers, has enabled me to peep 
behind the curtain, and to fee the cor- 
roding forrow which a prudent wife 
will not only conceal from public ob« 
fervation, but even withhold from the 
knowledge of her bofom friend. 

My young female readers, whofe no- 
tions of nuptial felicity are drawn from 

the 
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the delufive pages of a circulating 
library, will ftart : at the harfli tenet 
which feems to affirm, that a. great 
number of married ladies may afiign 
caufes fpr difcontent of a feverer aar 
ture than what fometimes affe&ed the 
tranquillity of the blooming Geraldine. 
Fearful left they fhould fuppofe my 
doftrine ambiguous, pr imagine that the 
happinefs of the lady was wholly owing 
to the amiable conftitution of her own 
mind, I will very- plainly tell them, 
that, though ; caufes for vexation occa- 
iioiTally occurred, Uftjng unhappinefs in 
- fuch a fituation could only proceed from 
. a difcontented, ill-regulated; temper, or 
a perverted judgment^ which, inftead 
of forming an eftimate of life as it really 
is, ere&s ? fallacious .ftand&rd, by which 
it decides upon what is. due to its own 
deferts, and how far « others aft as they 
aught... Revcrfcs this laft fentence, and 
vol 11. c let 
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let the fair fcrutinizer of her hufband's 
faults contemplate the errors of her 
awn behaviour* let her recoiled the 
duties (he has heedlefsly omitted, and 
the provocations fhe has tmdcfignedly 
given i and let her then ufe the experi- 
ence (he derives from felf-cxamination 
in her estimate of the conduit of her 
partner. After making fome deductions 
for the ftronger temptations to which 
the other fex are expofed by their more 
impetuous paflions and blunter feelings, 
the early indulgence of their humours 
which their manners in early youth per* 
mit, and their hereditary notions of 
fuperiority derived from Adam * I fay, 
j(he will then, perhaps, juftly refer the 
apparent neglcft or cruel unkindnefs 
which had juft extorted her tears, to fome- 
thing of bufinefs, which " had puddled 
his clear temper," and fent him home 
rather with an expectation of having his 

humours 
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humours foothcd by feorinine ftftnefs, 
than of offering at the ftlrine of feminine 
fufceptibihty thofc attentions which fie 
the bridal ftatc. 

The fenfibility of lady Monfcfth'i 
difpoficion prevented her from viewing 
Che defects in her lord with the indifc 
ference which a mind of common re* 
finement would hare experienced. But 
to the qualities of refinement and fenfi- 
bility, fo generally fatal to female peace* 
Geraldine united a.ftrong attachment to 
her hufband, natural fweetntfs of tern* 
per, and correal notions, of the human 
chara&er, derived from her early iftti* 
macy with Mrs. Evans. The pitecepts 
of that excellent monitreis, now 
ftrengtbened by convi&ton of their 
propriety, frequently recurred to her 
mind, prevented her from adopting the 
language of complaint* opened her eyes 
to the agreeable part of her fiction, 

c 2 and 
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3nd- transferred her attention to what 
her. own duty : required from , her, till 
native complacency and habitual af- 
fc&ion reflored all the fprightly energies 
©fherrmlrid. ■,'. •.' '. 

* 

; . Under her prefidtng influence Mori- 
teith xraftle realized to theddea of every 
beholder the delightftil vifion of Spen- 
fcr*s Bower of Blifs, governed by a 
Una inftead of an Acrafia. Magnifi- 
cence was united with urbanity, hofpi- 
tality was gilded by elegance, while the 
prefiding enchantrefs fofcened her envi- 
able fuperiority in' beauty, wealth, wit, 
and talents, by the mod unaffe&ing 
condefcenfiori, and amiable attention to 
the accommodation of her guefts. If her 
tafte in drawing extorted admiration 
from thofe young ladies who were juft 
trying to acquire "the rudiments of the 
fcience, the pain of that fentiment was 
immediately foftened by her ready offer 

of 
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offurnifhing thctri withicriyonfi, pencils^ 
fubjefts to copy fopcrior -to -what the 
country afforded, or afliftance from thfe 
mafter who occafionally attended her. 
Her tuneful voice and: mtfgic touch 
could not be imparted; but fhef had 
longs and mufic books at every one's 
fervice, and (he was very willing to 
affift in affording all the mechanical aid 
which that enchanting fcience admits. 
She had acquired a knowledge of all 
fafhionable works, and here again in- 
ftrudlion and materials only waited to 
be required. Her library, her coftfer^ 
-vatory,. and her hot-houfe attracted 
general attention, and t'ransfufed general 
pleafure, becaufe their refpedtive trea- 
fures were not kept merely to gratify 
the oftentatton of the poffeflbr, but 
were permuted to impart their mental 
riches and odoriferous fweets to any 
who wifhed to read a book or cultivate 

c 3 an 
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3* off- fee. Adhering to the rule, that 
beauty is beft attired when robed by 
fimplc elegance, (he had no temptation 
to be guilty of the temerity of attracting 
envy by the Jpiendor of her ornaments; 
and the expence fpared from her own 
drefc was employed in judicious preients 
to thofe of her young friends whofe cir- 
comft^nces would ill fupport the coft of 
genteel appearance. To crown this 
£ur aflemblage of complacent graces, 
Jber exquifitdy playful wit, while it 
dazzled by its brilliancy, prevented by 
its; innoffenfivc fweetnefs the moft ir- 
ritable mind from charging it with 
farcaftic feverity. 

Her village flouriflied. She had 
named it James- town, in honour of 
Jier lord, to whofe liberality lhe pro- 
perly referred every improvement of 
which (he was the dire&ing foul. The 
neighbouring peafantry were emulous 

to 
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Co become inhabitants of a fpoc which 
poflfcfled fo many local advantages ; and 
a fpirit of order and improvement was 
gradually introduced. The melancholy 
highlandcr no longer watched his few 
ftarved flrcep on the bleak mountain, 
and for want of occupation foothed hb 
fbrroWs with a bagpipe. One of his 
jq linger boy a performed that office, 
while " he earned bread lor his infanta 
and health for him&lf," in (haping 
the green allies of Momeith, covering 
the bleak mountains with plantations of 
Scotch pine and American oak, or dig- 
ging the foundations of the new build- 
ings, which were continually added to 
James-town. Befide a neat edifice ap- 
propriated to divine worfhip, it poffefled 
a carpet manufadtory, a fpinning room, 
a village fchool, and a market-houfc* 
Perfons properly qualified were placed 
at the head of each inftitution, and the 

c 4 taftc 
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taftc of the boys was to be confulted in 
their future deftination, while the oc- 
cupations of fifiring, agriculture, and 
weaving, folicited thei r choice. The views 
of the girls were more circumfcribed $ 
but by being early taught the occupations 
of fpinning and knitting, and by having 
a market opened for the fale of their 
productions, they .were relieved from 
the burden of indolence, and the cheer- 
lefs profpeft of being a ufelefs weight 
upon their future hufbands, or de- 
pendant upon their caprice for every 
article of fupport. It was lady Mon- 
teith's favourite amufement to take a 
morning excurfion to James- town, and 
to introduce her female vifitants to the 
young feminary which flourifhed under 
her care j. and it frequenriy happened, 
that fome yellow-haired lafiie difplayed 
lufficicnt abilities to induce one of the 
countefs's guefts to transfer her from the 

talk 
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tafk of finging at her wheel, to the en^r 
viable employment of clear- ftarchirigj 
the lady's " kerchiefs j" and. helping 
« to bufkin her." 

Yet even the exertions of liberal be- 
nevolence will not always afford a pufa 
delight i the liberal mind muft fcek its 
fureft reward in the confeious difchafrge 
of an acknowledged duty, and not in the 
perfeft gratitude nor the complete fatif- 
fa&ibn of the obje&s it labours to bcne-> 
fit. Though the .inhabitants of James*? 
town were feledted from the moft de-i 
ferving part of lord Mpnt^ith's tenants, 
it does not follow that they* were quitfl 
exempt from the failings of humanity; 
The houfes were all neat and comfort^ 
able \ t but as the countefs had amufed> 
herfelf by conft ruling them after va^ 
rious models, it might happen that dame 
Brown would think gaffei? Campbell'^ 
the more convenient, while. $e g a #$5 

c 5 k for 
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for a fimilar reafon preferred that inha- 
bited by the dame. Lady Monte ith> 
g&pdr contented to their exchanging, 
dwellings j but then another inconve- 
ftience arofe; Margery Bruee com- 
plained that a window in dame Brawh'fc 
tooufe overlooked her, and that if the 
feid window were not walled up, (he 
could not live ; for that th* cfame took 
htr ftadon at that window, and, inftead 
of minding her work, did nothing but 
watch the conduft of the aggrieved de- 
ponent'. Dame Brown's rejoinder was,, 
that Margery was fufpectcd to be no 
better than (he (hould be ; that (he had: 
lately got a new plaid and kirtle, no- 
body knew how* and (he thought it her 
duty to mind her goings on, left her 
good lady (hould be impofed upon by 
an unworthy pretender to her favours., 
the fair judge found it difficult to de- 
cide inaqueftioft of fuch nice morality;. 

and: 
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and the more fo, as the village was iplif 
into two nearly equal factions, part en* 
lifting under the banners of the watchful 
Brown, and part efpoufiog the caufe of 
the aggrieved Margery. 

Befide the perplexity which cafes fi~ 
milar to the above often excited, lady 
Montcith had to contend with other in- 
conveniencies. The power of local 
attachment is very ftrong in people who 
have paffed their lives on one fpot, with* 
out having had much intcrcourfe with 
the reft of the world; and ftie often 
found that the old Highlander preferred 
" the hill that lifted him to the ftorms/* 
to all the advantaged which, while un- 
tried, his imagination annexed to the 
fiieltcred cultivated valley. l The man* 
ners of the foutherh ftrangers, whom 
the ornamental embellishments' of Mon- 
teich had introduced among the new 
colony, did not affimilate with his pre- 

c 6 conceived 
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conceived ideas of fubmiflion, ofcconomy, 
and felf-command. Though invited to 
partake of the luxuries his new neigh- 
bours introduced, his affe&ion for four- 
crout and crowdy was . infurmountable, 
and his retired folitary humour lhrunk 
from the loquacious interruptions of 
fociety. He frequently found that he 
had renounced pkafures congenial to 
his habits, for comforts which he wanted 
the rcljfli to enjoy \ and thougti refpedt 
for ' hi§ . gude Jiair4 and lady checked 
complaint, the frpothered difcontent 
often made him meet the inquiries of 
the latter wfth th^ fombrous brow of 
forrow inftead of phe iunfhine of joy,. 
" Ye meant it," he would fay, " aw' for 
<c the beeft, but. my ain auld cot was 

" mair cumfuftable." 

• •■ .'. , > . 

" Is virtue then only a name ?" the 
contemplative Geraldine would fome- 
times inquire, when ruminating on the 

untoward 
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untoward events which often crofled her 
benevolent fchemes. <c I have been 
" taught to confider the power of be- 
ftowing happinefs as the mod glo- 
rious prerogative which wealth could 
<c enjoy* Have the means. by. which. I 
« purfued this end been ill fele&ed y or 
<c am I particularly unfuccefsful in 
" choofing fit fubje&s for my defign?" 
The philofophy of one-and- twenty is npt 
j^markably profound ; the views of life 
are then too highly cqloured to admit 
of the " yellow leaf," . which " fbber 

autumn" gradually introduce^ ; and the 

• 
error then prevalent even in the 1 beftr 

regulated minds is, that the fcehes in 
which themfelves are a&ors furnifli ex- 
emptions to received rules as to the 
maxims by which ■ they are to be go- 
verned, or the forrows and difappoint- 
ments which they aref to 'encounter! 
Difpaflionate experience would have 
' '■ • * taught 
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taught lady Monteith, that the very ctr- 
sumftancefc of the villagers' complaints 
argued comparative comfort. Pining 
poverty, deep affiuStion, and hopeleft 
tnifery, would have adopted themes for 
lamentation widely different from the 
fuperior convenience ofgaffer Campbell'* 
houfe, the impertinence of dame Brown, 
the fufpicious finery of Margery Bruce> 
or even the remembrance of four-crout 
and crowdy, whidi haunted the cc atfld" 
Highlander. Her liberal mind would 
then have added to the certain fatisfacflioti 
of a pure intention the exhilarating en- 
joyment of that moderate fuccefs to 
which all fublunary fchemes can alone 
afpire * and (he would have judged of 
the happinefs of her colony, as one of 
our critics has obferved of the forrows 
of Paftoral : " That it k a Efficient re- 
f< commendation of any (late, whew they 
" have no greater mileries to deplore." 

A full 
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A full convi&ion of that deprefliiig 
but infallible truth, that all the good of 
this work! muft be blended with evil, 
would alfo.hare prefer ved lady Monteith 
from the mortiftcatjons to which her love 
of diftindion and universal applaufe like- 
wife cxpofcd her. A gain ft the fhafts 
which, in fpite of repeated obligations,, 
low envy and petty detraftion fometimcs 
aimed at her charadter, fweetnefs of tem- 
per and confcious fuperiority oppofed 
an inadequate defence. Lady Monteith's 
letters to her dear Lucy have contained 
a gentle complaint againft ingratitude 
and the hardlhips of her own lotj for,, 
though anxioufly felicitous to oblige and 
conciliate her neighbours and acquaint- 
ance, (he often found her well-meant 
endeavours miftaken* or repaid by dif- 
like and difcontent. 

If Mifs Evans did not always feel the 
force of her friend's complaints, it mud 

not 
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nott>e afcribed to the diminution of her 
affedtion, nor to a want of fympathy. 
| have already obferved, that her mind, 
was of a ftronger caft* it was;: bfefide,- 
more intimately acquainted with real 
calamity. 
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• 1 

When thy laft breath, ere nature funk to rcft t 
Thy metk fubmiffion to thy God exprefs'd $ 
When thy laft look, ere thought and feeling fled, 
A mingled gleam of houe and triumph (bed. 

Pleasures op Memory. 

The reader will remember that I left 
Mrs/ Evans ftruggling with the violence 
of a cruel difeafe, whofe reiterated attack 
ftemed to leave little hope of the pre- 
fervation of her valuable life. She en- 
dured her allotted miferies with exem- 
plary patience, and after her fufferings 
had almoft taught her difconfolate friends 
to wifli for her deliverance, (he meekly 
clofed a well-fpent life, bequeathing the 
invaluable legacy pf her virtues to her 
beloved daughter. i 

When lady Monteith received the 
painful tidings, fhe was in hourly ex- 
pectation 
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pe&ation of her firft confinement ; and 
the utter impoffibility of taking fuch a 
long journey alone prevented her from 
exerting her perfonal fervices to footh 
her Lucy's forrows. She wrote to her 
\n the tendered drain of affe&ionate con- 
dolence. " My tears/' faid flie, <c ftall 
i€ ever mingle with yours over the fa- 
** cred regain* of my monitrefs, thy 
u foftcr-mother, my firft and raoft va-> 

" luable friend ! Every good aQfon I 
" perform* every evil I efcapt> every 
" commendable fentiment that rifes in 
u my heart, is owing to her* Her ihv 
" valuable precepts, fan&ioned by ex- 
<c peVience, now acquire refiftlefs eflT- 
« cacy from the painful refleftion that 
" her lips can repeat them no more. I 
<c brood over them in my memory as a 
« facred treafure. Come to me, my 
*< deareft Lucy ; my prefent fituation, 
fc which excludes ftrangers, demands your 

cc tender 
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u tender foothings, and will fuit the pri- 
vacy of your mpdeft grief. Come, and 
tell me, while it is frefh in your me- 
mory, all that the dying faint faid, all 
that (he looked ; and arm my fortitude 
(or the trials which await me, by repeat* 

€C ijig how /he endured monthsofmifery." 

cf It was the folcmn injqn&ion of my 
cc now bleffcd mother," faid Mifs Evans, 
in her reply, " that I Ihoulddevote my-. 
tc felf to the pious office of foothing the 
" forrows of my poor father, till time, 
€C uniting with religious refignation 
c< fhould foften his griefs, divert his 
cc thoughts from one painful objedt, and 
<f enable him to occupy his leifure hours, 
cc once fo happily filled, with other 
u amufements ; and fhe enjoined this 
iC duty as the nobleft method of proving 
" myafFedionate regard for her memory* 
cc She even added, that ihe hoped her 

«dif. 
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u difembodied fpirit might be permitted 
a to witnefs my pcrfcverance in a mode 

of conduft, the knowledge of which 

would perfeft her beatitude. 

Is this the only way by which I can 
H now prove my filial reverence to the 
" beft of mothers, and fliall I fHrinfc 
<c from the important charge ? Even 

• • • • 

rt your claims upon me, my deareft Ge- 
< c raldine, are annihilated by this fupef ior 
" tie. You will rejoice to hear that I 
u am fuccefsfbl. My poor father was 
" furprized into an agony of grief lafl: 
" Sunday. We attended divine fervice* 
" though he could not attempt to per- 
" form the duty. The fight of my 
" mother's prayer-book lying upon her 
" vacant feat overpowered him. His 
u ftined fobs were heard by feveral of 
V the congregation ; I knelt by his fide, 
" I preffed his revered hand to my lips; 

u I feemed at that moment to have a 

" perfeft 



it 
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€€ . perfect control over myown feelings * 
<c I whi(pered, that his only remaining 
<c Lucy would endeavour to fupply the 
cc place of her whom Providence ha4 
<c removed to a better world. My far 
c< ther viewed me with ferene delight, 
€C and, as we walked home, he told pie 
€€ that I was indeed his comforter, and 
worthy of my excellent mother. 
1:1 is praife is a cordial to my heart. 
" While (he lived, I thought my cpn- 
" duft as a daughter not blamable \ but 
€C now that (he is beyond the reach of 
c< my attention, I find infinite occafion 
" for felf- reproach. The thought that 
€€ we have paid the Jaft offices to a be» 
4€ loved object is inconceivably painful, 
" It turns the mind to a retrofpe&ive 
€€ view of its pad fentiments j and the 
d€ remembrance of cafual negle&s . and 
u inadvertent exprefiions is torture. If 
€f thou, my mother! couldftarife from 

<c thy 
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*< thy earthy bed, how would thy Uiicy 
* c ieek to endear thy renewed exiftence 
* by redoubled attentions and more 
€€ fteady virtues ! Pardon, thou dear 
cc fakti my imperfedt duty; I thuft 
** enjoy the thought that thou art pre- 
c< fcnt, and confeious of thofe fighs and 
" tears which I generally conceal from 
" every other eye. 

<c Do riot think, my dear Geraldine, 
u that I (hall ever forget the particulars 
€€ of her dying moments. The awful 
€€ remembrance is engraven upon my 
* ( mind, and no fubfequent events can 
"obliterate the impreffion. I will de- 
4t fcribc it all to you when we meet; at 
«* that time, I truft, both the hearer and 
* ( the relater will be more equal to the 
** defcription. 

" Tht cxprefs which has juft arrived 
«* at the manor-houfe relieves my heart 
m from many anxieties. Yciu are in 

<c fafety, 
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** fcfety, my Gcraldinej you were bkffied 



€€ 

<( 
« 
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'With a daughter. Your ufeful life is 
fpared to your hufband, your infant, 
your father, your friends, your country. 
< It is a general, a public benefit : but 
let your deje&ed Lucy lift her grateful 
*< voice amid the univerfal joy, and 
** adore that kind Providence which has 
* € prefcrved her from further depriva* 
* c tions. 

€€ We lhall meet, my beloved friend, 
*< and I truft foon. Sir William has 
juft left us. He is in raptures at this 
event, though a little inclined to re* 
gret that he has not a grandfon. It 
is all for the bed, he fays ; he doubts 
*« not, when he fees the pretty creature, 
* c he (hall be as fond of it as he was of 
** his own Geraldine. c I took it a lie— 
" rie hard,' faid he, € that my girl did 
* € not come to Powerfcourt at the time 
* c prefixed j but (he will now bring the 

€S dear 
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« dear infant along with her, and I {hall 
cf have, two pleafures inftead of one/ 

" Dear excellent man ! He has laid a 
" fcherae, he fays, to make us all happy 
" together. He infifts that my father 
? c and I (hall live with you at the manor- 
* c houfe during the time of your expe&ed 
cc vifit. He fays, he can divert Mr, 
cc Evan* with a hit at backgammon ; 
cc and that it will do my fpirits good to 
< c have a great deal of chat with you. 
" ( Don't be fo call down, my dear god- 
daughter/ he continued, ( we are all 
mortal .you know * and your good 
<c mother is now. much happier than it 
5 C was even in your power to make her.' 
" I know you love to hear your fa- 
" ther's words repeated with all their 
" genuine bexievolence and fimplicity. 
f c He has truly fuelled the precept of 
f* frequenting. the houfc of mourning. 
f- c Scarcely a day has pafled without.lm 

" vifiring 
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" vifiting us, and his kind folicitude has 
c< been attended with confiderablc ad* 
€< vantage. It is fcarccly poflible to 
cc . convcrfe with him without feeling x 
cc portion of his tranquil fpirit diffufed 
€€ into our own bofoms* 

« Adieu, dear lady Monteith ! How 
" I long to fee you in your matronly 
" character, to fold your little babe in 
" my arms, and in the contemplation 
" of your deferred felicity to lofe for a 
cc time the rccolle&ion of my own irre* 
€€ mediable forrows !" 

Lady Monteith's recovery was rapid, 
and fhe was fooh able to introduce the 
young nurfery to the eager expe&ants 
at Powcrfcourt. Her lord, though cx- 
ccffivcly anxious for her fafe journey, 
and doatingly fond of his little moppet, 
would not accompany them. Bufinefi 
©f the grcateft importance prevented 
bun i his engagements at fiflaing parties, 

rot. xi. d bowling 
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bowling meetings, and cricket matches, 
were fo numerous, that it was abfolutely 
itapoffiblc to break them. * " Take 
tt thegreateft care of yourfeI£ therefore,' 
" my dear Geraldine, rill 1 can come 
cc and take care of you.' Yciir majr d'e-' 
*;pfend upon it, 4 that 1 (hall let off'to 
< ( fee your father a£t € > the old courtier 
* of the Queen's, the firft moment I am 
u difengaged, for I cannot fong be happy 
" without you. By the bye I think 
€€ your father unreafonable in infiftihg 
" upon having fo much of your com - 
" pany." 

I pafs-by fir William's rapturous re- 
ception of his daughter, the unaffe&ed 
tranfport of the countefs, and the tears 
of mingled pain and pleafure which ftolc 
filently down Lucy's faded cheek. I 
(hall not dwell upon the junaffe&ed 
dignity with which Mr. Evans -ftrove 
to prevent his forrows from calling a 

gloom 
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gloom over the general joy, nor the re- 
peated marks of grateful veneration and 
affe&ion which lady Monteith paid to 
the memory of her deceafed friend. 
We will fuppofe that, holding by her 
Lucy's arm, (he vifited th« fpot which 
contained the facred remains of her loft 
monitrefs ; that fhe liftened to the inte* 
reding narrative of her ficknefs and 
death, and, mingling her own tears with 
thofe of her amiable companion, re- 
peated the remembered precepts of the 
guardian of her youth, and enjoined 
upon herfelf the imitation of her virtues. 
The reader will recollefr, that to thefe 
duties lady Monteith had added an addi- 
tional bond,— a promife given to the 
deceafed, " that if her friendfhip could 
" avail, her Lucy fhould never be un- 
" happy/' 

It will alfo be remembered, that Mr, 
.Powerfcourt frequently wrote to his 

d 2 cbufin, 
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coufin, and that lord Monteith was in- 
vited to overlook the correfpondencc. 
He fincerely wiftied Henry well; he 
would rather not have his wife make 
any man miferablej and when he con- 
traftcd his own charadter with the re- 
finement and intelligence vifible in his 
rival's letters, he felt a little awkward, 
and inclined to think that her coufin's 
tafte was more congenial to lady Mon- 
teith's than his own. All thefe reafons 
made him very defirous that Henry 
ihould break Cupid's fettersj but fincc 
he was confident that he was a very 
honeft fellow, and that nobody could 
doubt his wife's propriety, he was 
anxious to efcape the trouble of reading 
the correfpondence ; for Henry's letters 
were generally very long, and chiefly 
about places which he had vifited in his 
travels; befide, lord Monteith was al- 
ways terribly incommoded by want of 
Icifure. The countefs was therefore 

left 
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left to her own obfervations, which 
pointed out to her that Henry's increaf- 
ing vivacity augured well ; and, to con- 
firm the fatisfa&ion which his recovered 
cheerfulnefs diffufed over her mind, his 
laft letter expreQed an intention of re- 
turning to England by the route of 
Lower Germany, Switzerland, and 
Flanders. 

It was the encouraging hope which 
theft circumftances fupplicd, and not 
the ftimulation of feminine curiofity, 
that induced lady Monteith to develope 
her friend's fentiments in a point that 
had hitherto been guarded by the moft 
rigid fecrcfy. She endeavdurcd gra- 
dually to lead her to the fubjeft, and 
began by expatiating on the beauties of 
Monteith. " My lord," faid (he, " has 
€t kindly permitted me to indulge a 
* € thousand litde whimfeys in embellifh- 
" ing a (pot eminently indebted to na- 

r 3, " ture. 
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«• ture. I have fet up temples and al- 
cc coves out of number. Some are for 
f< fdlitary mufings, others for focial 
parties. There is one, of which I 
hope, Lucy, you will be very fond, 
and that we fhall fpend many happy 
Cf hours there, when you come to (lay 
"with us next autumn. It is formed 
cc upon a plan communicated by Henry 
<c Powerfcourt, he took it from a beau- 
" tiful ruin in Campania. It is open 
" to the fouth, and (haded by the 
" loftieft beeches I ever faw. The ivy 
u and woodbines which I have planted 
« round fome of the columns grow very 
" good-humouredly. It has befides 
f € the advantage of a profpeft, to which 
c< even the mountain fcenery of Powerf- 
ff court is flat and uninterefting." 

A crimfon blufli lighted up Mifs 
Evans's face. " It is," faid Ihe, cc ex- 
cc tremely doubtful whether the ftate of 

cc my 
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tpy father's fpirics will allow me to 
fpend next autumn with you. But 
you mentioned Mr. Powcrfcourt— 
" I hope he is well.- When did you 
" hear of him?" 

" Very lately," faid the countefs, 
drawing out oqe of his letters. "He 
writes an excellent fpirics, and he 
gives us hopes of his foon returning 
to England, I hope, Lucy, you will 
"meet him at Monteith." 

" I meet him ?" replied Lucy, in in- 
creating agitation* 

c< Yes,j my love— I am fure you will 
cc have a finccre plcafure in renewing 
« your acquaintance with an old friend. 
" In this very letter he expreffes a moft 
"lively concern for your lofs, and. a 
" ftrong folicitude for your happinefs." 
cc You were always a little inclined 
" to fib," replied Lucy, with a fmile 
which revived the idea of her native 

d 4 fignU 
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fignificant archncfs. " It is your happi- 
«« nefc for which he feels fuch ftrong 
« folicitude." 

u Read then, and be convinced," 
faid the countefs, tendering her the 
letter. 

*< No," faid Lucy, rccollc&ing her- 
fclf, and affuming a fcrious air; €C 1 fliall 
€€ prefcrve the pertinacity afcribed to 
u my fex, and rcfufe convi&ioft till you* 
" dear tempter, tell me, what good 
" would arile from my indulging a vain 

hope, that I excite an intereft in Mr. 

Powerfcourt's heart. You know my 
" fecret, Geraldine ; and let me for ever 
" filence your obfervations on this fob- 
cc jeft, by owning that I know his. If 
<c I have not your charms to attraft his 
« affe&ion, I have at leaft fortitude to 
"avoid his contempt. His regret at 
" lofing the woman of his choice lhall 
u not be aggravated by compaffion for 

" a love- 
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*' a love-lorn girl, who* be tray ed by 
u inexperience to unfolicited love^ pur 1 -* 
f f fues him with the offer of an-vaac- 
" cepted heart." - • ;\< . , > 

" I admire your lovely pride/' fpid 
the countefs, « Yet ipy friend's deli* 
€< cacy need not be hurt wheal declare, 
" that^ as nothing but a prc-attachoient 

would have made me ujfenOWe to 

Henry's merits, it is, my moil earned 
u wi(h that fhc may reward them.".. ,> 

" How reward them, lady Montejth ? 
** Can a forced alliance (and pity is com- 
<c pulfion to a noble mind) reward the 
€S generous, firm, felf-deilyin^ virtues 
" of Harry Powerfcourt I Sftiafl the 
cc man who could renounce' a bteflirig 

* 

u his whole foul was ardent to poflefs,. 
* € even when by that renunciation he 
cc expofed himfelf to the angef'df tfie 
« friend he beft loved, be Kfiked to'a 
« c woman who found the ties of delicacy^ 

D 5 
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« too weak to rcftrain her ftlfifh pre* 
« ferencc ?" 

' * Can a lively fenfibility of fuperior 
cc goodncfe efface the delicacy of your 
cc chara&cr ? No, my Lucy, it gives to 
€t it a more interefting attra&ion. Yet 
I perfectly agree with you, that it 
ought to be kept fecret from the ob- 
" jeft of your regard -, for, till Henry is 
"juft to your merits, even he is un- 
u worthy of you." 

cc And is he not, in your fenfe of 
u the word, unjuft?" 

" I own that his heart was beftowed 
" where . its value was lefe cfteemed > 
"but Cnce that attachment is now ut- 
" terly at an end— — " 

" Go on, my fweet flatterer, and fay 
" in plain terms, Now that I am mar- 
« ried, do you, Lucy, come and meet 
" the agreeable batchelor at Monteith : 

" throw 
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w throw yourfelf in his way, ftudy hit 
(C humours, and try to perfuade him to 
" take a iittle notice of you. — No, 
<c Gcraldine -, the man who has loved 
cc you will not eafily be caught by other 
€C lures * and, dearly as I regard you, I 
" ihaJl be too tenacious of my own 
" right of pre-eminence to admit of your 
" participation of my huiband's heart." 

" His return to England," replied 
the countefs, " is a clear proof that 
cc he can view me with indifference, 
" Muft the man ..who has been un? 
" fortunate in his firft choice neccf- 
c< farily remain for ever after infenfi- 
" ble to female merit ? . Surely, Lucy, 
<c that romantic idea was never incul- 
cc cated by your mother's precepts." 

" Such a change is not abfolutely 
cc impoffible ; but highly improbable 
u in the prefent inftance. Obfervc thQ 
" line of conduct which I mean ftcadily 

d( "to 
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* c to purfue* and I conjure you by our 
* € friendfhip, and your wifbcs for my 
"happinefs, do not attempt to make 
* € me deviate from it. I lhall in the 
€€ firft place pcrfift in my endeavours to 

* conquer a preference which promifes 
•* to be always irreconcilable with my 
" peace; and, as a means to forward this 
€€ defirable end, neither in your letters 
•* nor your convention do you, my 
t€ Geraldine, introduce the painful theme. 
fc I will neither avoid nor feck Mr. 
** Powcrfcourt ; I will neither appear 
*' anxious to pleafe, nor fearful to offend 
€t him. Whatever progrefs I make in 
« his affe&ions Ihall be all in my own 
cc natural charafter. Do you exert your 
€c penetration, and warn me when I de- 

* part from this line of condudt. Be 
"as jealous of my delicacy as you 
fc would of your own ; and if ever my 
5* countenance betray in his prcfence 

14 " the 
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" the perturbation of my mind, warn 
" me of the danger of exciting my own 
cc future remorfc ; and let me haftea 
" back to hide my folly in this folitude, 
<f where my mind (lull foon regain its 
cf loft energy by the contemplation of 
" my mother's virtues." 

She then prefented lady Monteith 
with a copy of verfes. •*. Read," faid 
fhe, " this little tribute to filial duty, 
u which burft from my heart during my 
" lonely walk laft night* It is not finifh- 
" cd* but it will convince you chat I am 
" capable of more worthy feelings than 
• c the weak regrets of unrequited love." 
So faying, fhe fuddcnly left the cbuntcfs, 
who with mingled admiration and regret 
perufed the following fragment : 

Still, will I wander through thefe jBo£»-grown 
bowers, 

And (cent the grateful fragrance of thefe dowers ; 

Still 
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Still will I pace the path* her footfteps prefs/d, 
Still watch the favour'd plants .her culture ble&'d; 
While the loud throttle warbling fills the grove, 
MUM with the murmurs of the melting dove. 

Here, when the run's declining car allows 
A deeper (hade to hover o f er the bought, 
Sweet Philomel, who (hunn'd the " garifli day,^ 
Awakes th' enamour'd echoes with her lay ; 

Bird I bed darling of the houfe, again 
Poor on my pen five ear that thrilling drain i 
Again repeat it! — Fancy (ball prolong 
Thy notes, and give expreffion to thy fong ;. 
Tell what deep fwells defcribe parental woe # 
For fever'd love what ibfter defcants flow ; 
Sing on — the tender fympathy I feel, 

For, as around, me night's dun fhadows fleal> 
Keen retrofpe&ion every fenfe employs, 
And gives a fubftance to departed joys. 
X fee thy form, my honour'd mother ! glide 
Wrapt in a filmy mill, and fcarce defcried; 

1 turn delighted; arid' again rejoice 

In the known cadence of thy filver voice* 
O! ever-lov'd, rever'd, lamented, fay, 
From what far region hanVthou winged thy way? 
Charg'd with what kind injunction art thou come 
To turn my footfteps from the path-worn tomb ? 

Appear'ft 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. 63 

Appear'ft thou in difpleafure, to upbraid 
Some broken promife, or fome rite unpaid; 
Or haft thou journey 'd to this dark terrene 
To tell the fecrets of the world unfeen ? — 
'Tis filence all— Light zephyrs wave the trees,— 
'Twas but the glancing boughs, and rifing breeze ; 
The faint impreffion fades upon my brain, 
The vifion clofes, but my griefs remain £ 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Still to onrfelve* in every piece confign'pV 
Our ow* felicity we make or find : 
With fecret courfc, while no loud ftortns annoy, 
Glides the fmooth current of docneftic joy. 

Goldsmith, 

Among the various means employed 
by Providence to foftcn human calamity, 
none are more eminently beneficial than 
the opiates which, time adminifters to- 
grief. It was finely obferved by a 
novelift (not one of the prefent fchool), 
that none but the guilty are long and 
completely miferable. In vain docs 
the foul, while labouring under the 
ftrong paroxyfms of calamity or dis- 
appointment, renounce all acquaintance 
with tcrreftrial pleafures, and, like the 
Hebrew patriarch, refolve to " go down 

to 
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to the grave mourning." Time will 
(often the poignancy of regret; a Ben- 
jamin may arife to divert affe&ion from 
the grave of Jofeph, and the tears of 
ariguifti may be converted to thofe of 
joy. This fuppofition, however, pre- 
mifes that the grief did not originate in 
-the depravity of the fufferer. Inter- 
vening years may render vice callous or 
penitent; but the impenetrability of one 
ftate, and the apprchenfivenefa of the 
other, are alike irreconcilable with the 
idea of happinefs. It has becji long ac- 
knowledged, tha?, though the lofs of % 
beloved friend ftems &t fir ft the moft 
infupportabk of all calamities* even 
affedkionate ipjnds fooqpr, acquiefce in 
fuch deprivations, thai) they do in many 
* other ; kinds of diftrefc. This may 
fometiraes be accounted for upon re- 
ligious principles; but even when it 
does not owji fuch exalted motives, it 

feems 
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fcems fevere to afcribe it to levity of 
difpofition. Exifting in the midft of a 
dying world, we fhould rather employ 
our faculties in extracting improvement 
from fcenes of 'mortality, than waftc 
them in unavailing regret. The bond 
of fricndlhip is not, indeed, diflblved 
by death * yet it docs not impofe incef- 
iant woe on the furvivor, who muft fooa 
journey through the fame dark valley 
which the lamented objcdt has juft ex- 
plored. 

Strengthened by fuch confederations* 
ftill further enforced by the precepts and 
example of her father, Mifs Evans's 
grief gradually fubfided into the tranquil 
checrfulnefs which naturally belonged to 
her chara&er. Her affe&ion for her 
mother ihowed itfelf in a tender attach- 
ment to her memory, and to every fub- 
jedk connected with its in a fteady imi- 
tation of her virtues, and a faithful ob- 

iervancc 
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fervance of her precepts. The high 
heroic tone of her mind would have 
' been wounded by a fuppofition, that 
love was more invulnerable than filial 
grief; and (he certainly fo far fubdued 
her early preference, as to render it 
very little troublefome either to herfelf 
or her friends. It did not incapaci- 
tate her for any duties, nor did it ab- 
forb any of her agreeable properties. 
She vifitcd Monteith in a few months 
after her modicr's death, and delighted 
all who faw her with her good fenfc 
and agreeable vivacity. She even met 
Mr. Power fcourt without betrajring her 
fecret emotion to the mod fcrutinizing 
eye. She received him without cither 
difcovering ftrong tranfport or adopting 
an artificial referve : and (he bade him 
adieu with a voice fo little tremulous, 
that even lady Monteith could fcarcely 
dctcd her latent emotion. 

It 
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It may be for the advantage of all 
love-fick young ladies, who fit under 
woodbine bowers or fhady beeches, 01 
who walk by moonlight to hear nightin- 
gales and waterfalls, to learn by what 
means Mifs Evans was enabled to make 
fo refpe&able a defence againft the 
purblind archer. In the firft place, (he 
was conftantly employed* in the fecond 
(he never indulged in the dangerous 
pleafure of dwelling on the name ant 
merits of her beloved, either in he 
conversation or in her letters, nor die 
/ ihe ever allow herfelf to complain o 
her hard lot* To prevent fuch repin^ 
ings, flie often vifitcd the abodes of rea 
mifery, and her attention was direftcc 
to that courfe of ftudy which is the re 
verfe of fcnumental refinement. 

Mr. Powerfcourt's fhort rcfidence a 
Monteith did not indicate a revival o 
that ftrong attachment to his lovelj 

coufu 
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?ou(in which had given him fo much 
unhappinefs. He had found abfence & 
grand fpecific. Change of fcene, and 
intercfting objefts of purfuit, had coun- 
tera&cd the cffed of love upon a mind, 
which, though naturally calm and con- 
templative, was remarkably fufceptible 
of deep impreffions, and addifted to a 
penfive caft of thought. He had de- 
rived dill further advantages from his 
travels. His capacious underftanding 
was eminently difpofed to receive all 
the improvement which an extenfive 
view of men and things could afford. 
Habits of fociety wore off "his natural 
referve ; and, as his youthful awkward* 
nefs was owing to uncommon diffidence, 
the fame circumftances which infpired a 
modeft confeioufnefs in his own powers, 
gave grace to his perfon and elegance 
to his addrefs. Thus improved, Mifs 
Evans might have found her deter- 
mined 
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mined ftoicifm an ineffectual defence, if 
it had been long expofed to fo powerful 
an affailant. It may, on the other 
hand, be afked, if Mifs Evans's merit 
was not equally calculated to convince 
Henry, that female attractions may faf» 
cinate in more than one form. I readily 
aflent to the fuggeftion ; but the pre- 
fence of lady Monteith did not admit 
the fair difplay of Lucy's powers; and 
that young lady contributed to her own 
defeat, by continually fufpe&ing that 
her friend led the difcourfe to fuch a 
topic purpofely to call her out, and that 
fuch or fuch an amufement was projected 
with a defign to leave her tete-a-tete 
with Mr. Powerfcourt. Her indigna- 
tion at thefe ideas was fo warm, that 
inftead of being peculiarly brilliant, her 
determination to avoid being Angular 
could not prevent her from being un- 
commonly refcrved. 

Henry, 
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: Henry, on the other hand, confeious 
of the fragility of new-formed refolu- 
tions, was prevented from attending to 
the attra&ions of Mifs Evans by a fcru- 
pulous watchfulnefs over his own heart, 
left itjhould deviate from thofe limits 
which he had prefcribed, in order to 
prevent lady Monteith from occupying 
more of his thoughts than common ad* 
miration juftified. He found, upon this 
vifit, that her wit and beauty were her 
leaft attra&ions. As a wife, as a mother, 
how admirable !— how enchanting as 
the prefiding diredtrefe of a large fa- 
mily ! — how intelligent in her plea- 
fures ! — how prudent in her benevolence ! 
Lord Monteith was uncommonly atten- 
tive to him, and fhowed a ftrong defire 
to contradl a friendly intimacy. He 
talked of the pleafures of the chace, of 
the agreeable fociety of many gay care- 
lefs fouls with whom he fpent feveral 

happy 
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happy hours. Good heavens t could 
the hufband of Geraldine reliih fuch \oW 
amufements, and be worthy of for? 
This thought kept Henry awake one 
whole night, and the next morning he 
determined to fet off on a tour to the 
Hebrides. Lord Montcith earneftly 
prefied him to take his caftle in his re- 
turn, and tempted him by offering to 
introduce him to a party who propofed 
fpcnding a month in hunting the red 
deer among the Grampian hills. Mr* 
Powerfcourt determined to avoid every 
opportunity of drawing comparifons 
dangerous to his integrity, and propofed 
going to Ireland in his way back, with 
an intention of paying a long-intended 
vifit to a particular friend. 

The attachment of the Monteiths to 
their northern refidence feemed to in* 
create. My lord was fometimes re- 
luctantly forced by the unavoidable 

preffure 
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preffurc of parliamentary bufihefs to vifit 
London, and the countefs generally em- 
braced that opportunity of paying her 
duty" at Powerfcourt. She once ac- 
companied her lord to London, where 
lady Arabella, who was ftill afpiririg to 
the character of a firft-rate toaft, was 
terrified at the appearance of rivalry with 
-which the undiminifhed charms of her 
lovely fitter threatened her, even in her 
own* domain. Probably this vifit would 
have proved fatal to all the fond terms 
of affe&ion which lady Arabella's letters 
had conftantly expreffcd, had not family 
harmony been preferved by the alarming 
Hlttefs of lady MonteithYeldeft daughter 
who was left in Scotland, which fum- 
moned the affrighted mother from the 
haunts of pleafure to the bed of pain. 
The child foon recovered under her 
watchful eye, and, though not infenfible 
co the blandifhments of adulation and 
vol. ii. e the 
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the fcdu&ions of plcafurc, the gn 
heart of Geraldine forgot the difapp 
ment of lofing the promifed amufei 
ja the tranfporting idea of the reftor; 
of her darling. 

She was by this time the moth* 
three daughters, all promifing and lo 1 
The repeated difappointment of ha 
male iffue. fomewhat difconcerted 
lord, yet the chagrin was not fo pr< 
minant as to caufe any diminutioi 
his attachment to his lady, Experi< 
taught him that her unvaried fweet 
was neceflary to his happinefs ; an* 
never occurred to him, that his peci 
pleafures and purfuits were any imp- 
ments to her's. With too little reflefi 
ever to attend to his own defeats, 
too little judgment to appreciate ( 
raldinc's refined excellence, he gave 
unqualified alfent to the aflertions of 
acquaintance, and believed himfelf 

o 
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only a very happy, but alfo a very ex- 
cellent hufband : and who among the 
lards of the creation will controvert that 
opinion, when they hear that his lady 
never contradifted him, and never found 
kxalt? 

I (hall leave to the fentimental part 
a ^~ my readers the talk of commenting 
a *x the felfiflinefs and inelegance of lord 
^"Xonteith's chara&er; for, doubtlefs, 
t ***y have long ago obferved, that his 
r ^>ind was caft in too grofs a mould to 
*<^rm the proper counterpart 6f Gcrat- 
fine's ; and I am -ready to allow, that 
the diflimiiarity muft be fatal to that 
pure felicity, the refult of a perfeft con- 
geniality in tafte and fentiment, which is 
always the reward of heroes and heroines, 
and is fometimes realized on the ftage 
of life. Such marked difproportion 
affords an unanfwerable argument to 
diffuade a young lady of ftrong feeling 

e 2 from 
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from accepting an otherwife unexcep- 
tionable offer * but fince no law, either 
huttoan or divine, permits it to diflblve 
the marriage bond, it cannot be urged 
as an excufe for married wretchednefs, 
unlefs fome moral defeft or painful pe- 
culiarity in temper be fuperadded. Sen- 
fibility may wifh that the flock of mutual 
happinefs may receive every agreeable 
addition; but judgment will look abroad, 
and, eftimating its own real fituation by 
adverting to the lot of others, will find 
reafons for content, particularly if humi- 
lity whifper fomewhat of its own con- 
fcious deficiencies. I fpeak of general 
wretchednefs, not of a momentary pang ; 
of a confirmed train of thinking, not of 
a fudden refleftion which reafon exa- 
mines and rejefts. 

Long before the period of which I 
am now treating, lady Monteith had 
abandoned the impracticable fcheme of 

arraying 
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arraying Afteon in the veftments of 
Apollo. The difcovcry was painful to 
her vanity > which had caught her credu- 
lity to believe, that love and beauty are 
the true alchymifts that can tranfmute 
the bafeft metals into the pureft gold. 
But the fanguine hopes of youth do not 
link under one difappointment. tier 
lord poffcfled many good qualities, and 
the uncontrolled power which he gave 
her over his fortune allowed her to exe- 
cute every fcheme that her liberality 
iuggefted, and purftie her own tafte in 
its fulleft extent, provided (he fpared 
him the irkfome talk of being obliged 
to pay attention to her plans. As to 
any idea of being impeded in the execu- 
tion of his own, the yielding gentlenefs 
of lady Monteith preferved her from 
making the mad attempt, which could 
only have been compared to " drinking 
up Eifel, or eating a crocodile." 

E 3 If 
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If the fuggeftions of latent pride, or, 
to call it by its fofter name, confeious 
Superiority, fometimes led her to think 
that (he might have made a more con- 
genial choice, returning tendernefs bade 
her ftart from the injurious fuggeftion, 
and fly to her colony or her plantations, 
which, prefenting the idea of her lord's 
indulgence, never failed to inlpire coitw 
placency. The future was an ample 
field for hope, and fhe filled it with the 
mod agreeable images. She deter- 
mined, by ftri£Uy attending to the edu- 
cation of her daughters, to bend their 
duftile minds to fuch purfuits as would 
enable hqr to find thofe colloquial plea- 
fures in her maternal character, which 
had been withheld from her connubial 
portion. 

Her thoughts were fometimes diverted 
from her favourite employment of 
framing fuch a plan of education as 

fhould 
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fliould infure fuccefs, to the contem- 
plation of her Lucy's approaching hap- 
pinefs, which every day rendered more 
probable. Henry now generally refided 
at Powerfcourt. His filial attentions 
and agreeable manners enlivened fir 
William's declining years ; and his fre- 
quent opportunities of obferving Mifs 
Evans convinced the countefs that her 

* 

beloved friend would gradually make the 
cdrKjueft fo important to her repofe, in 
the manner which her ftrift fenfe of de- 
licacy and propriety required. 

Bending under the enfeebling load of 
time, but (till tranquil, focial, and be- 
nevolent, the vifits of his beloved daugh- 
ter (eemed to renew fir William Pow- 
erfcourfs frail exiftence. Her counte- 
nance always befpoke happinefs, and he 
forgave the negligent inadvertencies vi- 
fible in lord Montcith's behaviour to 
himfelf. " Old men and young lords," 

e 4 faid 
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faid he, <c can't be expe&ed to fuk c 
" another ; but he is kind to my ch: 
<c and that is fufficient." 

I have now defcribed thofe fcenei 
lady Monteith's life, in which, judg 
by the proper eftimate of terreftrial go 
flie might be termed innocent and hap 
An artful feducer combining with 
xnafter-pafiion reverfed the pleal 
profpeds, and produced fcenes wh 
the following pages will devejc 
While I profecute my arduous* s 
perhaps unpopular talk, I rely on 
knity of thofe who fincerely regret 
alarming relaxation of principle that 
furely difcriminates a declining age $ ; 
I anticipate the candid allowances wh 
they will make for any incidental deft 
in a well-meant endeavour to point 
the tendency of feveral opinions now 
generally diffufed through every n 
in fociety. 
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CHAP. XXIL 

When Florio fpearka, what virgin cotild withftand, 
If gentle Damon did not fqueeie her hand h 
With varying vanities, from every part, 
They fliift the moving toy (hop of their heart ; 
^tiere wigs witrTwigs, with fwordknots fwordknots 



* ' » 



*^Um baniih beam, and coaches coacbe* drive. 

v ' Pope. 

^fnt l e lady Monteith exerted all the 
IK>vaers of her mind to enjoy fame and CO 
dtffufc happinefs, and her. beloved Lucy 
Evans pur faed the humbler but furer path 

of confeientioufly endeavouring, to difc 
charge her duty* to God and'mao > lady 
Arabella Macdormki, already embarked 
on the feaofgaiety and diflipation^ applied 
all her thoughts to the attainment of two 
doubtful bleffings* a hitfband and a cor 
ronct* 

Difinterefted love- is always; a very 
favourite tx>pk with youth and- beauty*. 

e 5 After 
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After a fly obfervation, that pretty litt'c 
Geraldine might owe fome attradtions 
to # Powerfcourt manor, (he entreated 
that her aunt would cautioufly fuppreft 
the communication of her intended li- 
berality i and, by hinting that jointures 
always reverted to the family from which 
they were granted, leave her to depend 
upon her own radiant eyes for procuring 
a fplendid cftablifhment. Oroondatet 
himfelf muft feel fome increafe of rap- 
ture, if, while his bride curtefied to him 
after the performance of the marriage 
ceremony, flic at the fame time whif- 
pered to him, that fhe was the acknow- 
ledged hcirefe of four thou&nd a year. 
But if lady Arabella's hufband had any 
fpark of Oroondates' gallantry, his rap- 
ture would folely refult from the delicate 
referve of the lady, and he would un- 
doubtedly reply, "Wealth cannot add 
" to the tranfport I feel in calling you 

c " mine* 
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" mine. Employ the gaudy toys you 
f< mention in whatever way you pleafe } 
u they will be no otherwife welcome to 
u me, than as they promote your fatif- 
u fa&ion ; for your heart is the only 
11 treafure which I wifli to retain." 

In ages of very remote antiquity lovers 
toight talk in this ftyle ; but as all 
a **thentic memorials of thcfe periods are 
D nhappily loft, fceptics are inclined to 
doubt the adtual exiftence of fuch very 
difmterefted heroifm. Poor lady Ara- 
bella found that the fwains who flourifhed 
• 

*n the clofe of the eighteenth century 
"Were of a very different order of beings. 
Perceiving that the firft London winter 
produced more ftarers than adorers, fhe 
fet out for Bath. Here Cupid in vain 
continued to Ihoot his. arrows from her 
eyes; the apathy of diffipation, more 
invulnerable than the fhield of Minerva, 
defended -the intended vi&ims. Idle- 

e 6 - nefs 
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nefc is faid to be the mother of Love; 
but not the idlenefs of public places; 
The lounging beaus, as they fauntered 
arm in arm along the rooms, occafionally 
cheered her fpirits with a paffing " How 
€C d'ye do," and then joined in protefting; 
u that (he was an immenfe fine girl, and 
" that it was a fhame her father had not 
« c left her a fortune." The convcrfation 
generally concluded with a laugh at the 
repulfive date of lady Madelina, which 
nobody feemed willing to infringe. 

Lady Arabella now determined to try 
the effect of rural fcenes ; and, having 
chofen the then falhionable retirement 
of Brighton as the probable refidence of 
the vagrant loves, flic perfuaded lady 
Madelina, who went to Bath to fix a 
flying gout, that her complaint was cer- 
tainly fcorbutic, for which fea-bathingp 
was the only fpecific; and there at laffc 
the expefted lover appeared in the forov 

of 
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of Sir Pheljm O'Connaught, a very 
perfonablp and very affiduous Irilh gen- 
tleman of good family, apd unqueftionr 
able: honour. Though My. Arabella 
had protefted that fhe nevc*r wofcld fur- 
render to any thing beneath a coronet, 
SirPhelim's addreffes were fo perfectly 
rhapfodical, that her heart fecmed to flut* 
ter, when at this critical period its tran? 
quillity was re-^ftabliihed by the appear- 
ance of fame v$ry ungenteel corppany,— 
I mean, a covple of {heriflfs officers. Sir 
Phelim was fo (hqeke^d at the audacity 
of fuch low villains invading upon the 
blunts of gentlemen* that he waa never 
fcen ahioad after their, arrived. It ^ftseiw 
wards appeared* that his attachment was 

nofcfo perfedly difintercfted as had been 
fuppofed } for that he h^d acquired foroe 
knowledge of the difpoiil of lady Ma- 
deli n a' s jointure* 
. .- • ■ Lady 
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Lady Arabella joined in the laugri 
againft her quondam adorer, and de- 
clared, that though certainly he was 
very fpecious, ihe had found him -out 
in an inftant, and was determined to 
divert herfclf with the fellow's ridiculous 
ways. She alfo. added, that this was 
another proof how prudent it was in 
ladies of fortune to conceal their expect- 
ations, for avowed wealth was always 
expofed to degrading felicitations. 

The winter campaign opened with 
eclat. A noble earl, whofe affairs were 
a little deranged, laid fiege in form, and 
the conteft ieemed to predi<5t a happy 
iffue, had not lady Madelina put the 
young general prematurely to the rout by- 
inquiring after his rent-roll. Poor Ara- 
bella felt a little piqued ; but no matter; 
— thefc were her happieft days.; — flic 
loved liberty, detefted reftraint, and 

danced* 
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danced, laughed, and vifited more than 

* The defe&ion of the noble earl was 
wpaired by the attendance of two ad- 
mirers, a vifcount and a private gentle- 
man, who ftarted in the career of ho- 
nourable ldve at the fame inftant. Hi- 
therto her ladyfhip had been rather un- 
fortunate in the chara&er of her adorers ; 
but her indecifion in the prefent inftance 
proved that (he was a&uated by motives 
widely difFerent from the defire of con- 
nubial happinefs. Lord Fitzofborne was 
an emaciated vi&im to Hccntious pur- 
fuitsi Mr. Stanley was a;yotith of great 
promife, educated under the aufpicea 
of a worthy father. The aim of the 
former was to repair his (hattered for- 
tune, and to gratify his felfifh v^riity by 
exhibiting to the world a fttie young 
woman in the charadter of his wife,; The 
latter fought domeftic tranquillity : the' 

beauty 
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beauty of lady Arabella had caught hil 
eye j her reported expectations far ex4 
ceeded what his father would require in 
pecuniary affairs ; and, fuppofing that a 

young woman muft imbibe every virtue 
under the aufpices of a perfon of lady 
Madelina's drift decorum, he called hen 
levity innocent gaiety, her affe&atioa 
fprightlinefs of manner i and, fincerely 
worfhipping the i image he had fet up* 
he ardently folicited his charmer's heart. 
Though my difcoverics have enabled 
my fagacious readers to conclude, that 
the unfortunate Stanley was in purfuit 
of a nonentity, an impaffioned lover could 
not perceive that nothing but the ad- 
verfe weight of a coronet prevented the 
nodding fcale from preponderating in 
his favour. True to the firft objeft of 
her youthful defines, even the un worths 

nefs of the giver could not in her idea 
invalidate the gift. But the progrefs of 

my 
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my hiftory now calls me from the por- 
traiture of fafhionable love to the de- 
finition of polite friendfhip. 
: Though lady Arabella had very little 
$£ the fcntimental in her character, (he 
enjoyed the blefling of a bofom friend. 
Her acquaintance with Mifs Campley 
commenced at her firft arrival in Lon- 
don* They dreffcd in the fame uniform, 
went to the fame parties, laughed at the 
fame quizzes, and flirted with the fame 
beaus. * But Mifs Campley, being tht 
uncontrolled xniftrefs of her own a&ions, 
foared to a chara£ter which fome re* 
iliiaiorw of lady. Madclina's prevented 
her niece from adopting ; J mean, than 
of a daifier. She drovfi four in hand, 
laid wagers, ran in debt, played at 
Pharo, and, though infinitely inferior tQ 
her friend in beauty, certainly laid claim 
to greater tafte and fpirit. 

As 
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As the ladies had never interfered it 
each other's conquefts, theirfriendftiij 
was fixed as adamant. To own* thi 
truth, conqueft and Harriet Camplej 
were no longer fynonimous terms. Thi 
gentlemen had long been more defirou 
of winning her money than her heart 
and even few knight-errants would havi 
poflefTed fufficient courage and dilinte 
reded generofity, to refcue a diftreffo 
damfel from the harpy talons of the la\ 
at the rifk of their own. certain ruin. 

As the profpeft of a fplendid eftablifli 
ment became fcfs probable, Mifs Camp 
ley's creditors were more clamorous 
and, though (he profefled herfclf highl 
delighted with the ex petted eclat of a 
execution, her haggard countenance be 
frayed an agonized mind. The perio 
of lady Arabella's double triump 
proved the crifis of her fate ; end th 

unexpettc 
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unexpected death of an only brother 
changed her prolpeds from the gloom 
of a prifon to pleafure and affluence. 

Lord Fitzofborne had known Mils 
Campley from her earlieft youth -, he 
had often been at her parties, and had 
won her money without wifhing for a 
further connexion j but fhe now (truck 
him in a much more interefting point of 
view. I do not mean to infinuate, that 
he thought her mourning was particu- 
larly becoming, and fuited to her com- 
plexion i his lordflbip's tafte led him to 
purfue more folid advantages than a fet 
of features can promife. Pie was an 
excellent calculators and, though he too 
well underftood the character of his pre- 
fent miftrefs, to fear the ultimate fuccefs 
of his rival, he laid fo much ftrefs upon 
the attractions of old dowagers, and the 
frailjy of vows of widowhood, that he 
confidercd three thoufand a-year in im- 
mediate 
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mediate pofleflion as better than fear 
thoufand in reverfion. ' But white he 
continued rather unrcfolved, the go* 
fixed in lady Madelina's foot, and her 
phyfician congratulated her upon an 
event which would infallibly add at leaft 
twenty years to her life. His lordfhip 
waited for no other inducement to pay 
his devoirs at the Ihrine of the other 

m 

divinity. Mifs Campley 's yielding gen^- 
tienefs forgave pad flights ; and in lef3* 
than a month lady Arabella received" 
bride-cake and favours from the viP-* 
countefs Fitzofborne. 

This certainly was provoking; bu£ 
the faithful Stanley was a fure refource* 
Here again lady A rabclla's evil genius 
met her to blaft her projefts. Mr. 
Stanley was not quite fo much in love 
as to lofe all his powers of.obfervation. 
His charmer's conduct had been at leaft 
doubtful. The encouraging fmiles which 

had 
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had beamed full upon him ever fince 
the vifcount's dereli&ion, were too fuf- 
picious* to be completely fafcinating; 
and he thought a journey into the coun- 
try would at leaft Ihow his miftrefs, thac 
he was not one of Cupid's tame votaries* 
In his take-leave vifit he made fome 
further difcoveries into her ladyfhip's 
character ; and while he made his final 
bow, his regret at his difappointment 
>was foftened by the confeioufnefs of 
efcaping that worft of evils, a diflipated 
unprincipled wife. 

Lady Arabella had charming fptrits.' 
She laughed at the vanity of the men; 
creatures who fuppofed thfcmfelves of 
confequence $ and, intimating that 
though' ftie'had private reafons for re- 
jecting Lord Fitzofborne, they were not 
of a nature to influence her dearcft 
Harriet's choice, (he waited with im- 
patience for the return of the bride and 

bridegroom 
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bridegroom to town. She flew to make 
the wedding vifit, gave in her card, was 
admitted, and congratulated the happy 
pair in terms equally fincere with the 
profeflions of efteem and friemUhip 
which (he received in return. The vit 
countefs now infilled that (he fhould be 
her conftant vifitor, and ftrongly urged 
her not to mope herfelf at home during 
her aunt's confinement. Lady Arabella 
declared, that her lady (hip was the only 
good Chriftian that (he had talked to for 
a long time ; and that it really would be 
charity to take her out of the fphere of 
flannels and fomentations. They agreed 
to go to every place where there was 
any thing to be feen. Lady Fitzofbome 
declared with a fmile, that even if her 
lord were fometimes of the party (he 
had a foul too capacious for jcaloufy* 
and her equally liberal friend, with a 
loud laugh, obferved, that (he was not 

yet 
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arrived at the age of envy and her 
prayers. Lady Fitzofborne's fpeech 
ds no explanation i but the wit of 
f Arabella's retort confided in an 
ifion to the circumftance of her dear. 
nd*s being ten years older than 
felf. 

The friends were conftantly together, 
ept when the myfteries of Pharo im- 
feci a temporary feparation. I have 
ady faid, that lady Madelina's fevere 
ions reftridled fome of her niece's 
pen fi ties i but this was not the only 
ig that prevented Arabella from 
ig caught in that ruinous vortex 
n whofc fatal con tad peace and 
our mud never hope to efcape. 
*d Fitzofbornc was, fince his mar- 
ie, become a man of character, a 
:r of decorum, and a confiderable 
rrver of pecuniary advantages. For- 

• fcldom bellows her gifts fingly, 

and, 
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and, fincc her acceffion to her brother's! 
eftatc, his lady had an amazing run of 
luck. She was not only able to di& 
charge her own debts of honour, but tci 
pay fome of his; and this was the only 
circumstance which could at all recoil* 
cile his notions of propriety with heU 
infradion of the laws of her country. 
His thoughts were now turned to the 
advantageous eftablifhment of his bro^ 
ther Edward Fitzofborne, who had rc- 
fided many years abroad upon the limit- 
ed portion of a younger fon. His lord* 
fhip had been afiured by many relpedt- 
able travellers, that this young gentle- 
man was an honour to his name, pof- 
feffed of elegant manners, uncommon 
erudition, and an irreproachable cha* 
rafter: that he appeared in the firfb 
circles, correfponded with the firft lite* 
rary charaders of the age, and was fit- 
ted to move in the moft exalted Ipherc. 

The 
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The noble vifcount's fraternal tender* 
nets yearned at the recital. He deter- 
mined to fend for him to England, to 
get hi<n into parliament, to pufh him in 
die world, and to marry him to a for- 
tune. It was with a reference to this 
defign that he prohibited the vifcountefs 
from initiating her friend in her private 
royfteries. 

* Mr. Fitzofborne received his bro- 
ther's fummons to England with re- 
gret, and begged that he might be per- 
mitted to remain at Paris, where he 
was juft then contemplating the fublime 
fpeftacle of a great nation emancipating 
itfelf from the fetters of tyranny and 
fuperftition. It was, he faid, his wilh 
to continue abroad, to watch the pro- 
grefs of events that would enlarge his 
mind, and render him ftill worthier of 
the office of a Britifti legiflator. The 
peer, whofe ideas were equally liberal, 
vol. 11. f * granted 



£$ A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

granted the requeft; and, depending 
upon his own watchfulnefs, and the 
chicanery of his lady, to prevent the 
glittering gold-fifli that he wifhed to [ 
entrap from efcaping their net, 4 he per- ■ 
mined Mr. Fitzofborne to profecute 
his ftudies, till the coercive meafures 
which democracy was compelled to 
adopt obliged even the lovers of free- 
dom to take fhelter in the legal dcf- 
potifm of Old England. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

— — 'Tis not impoflible 
But one, the wicked'ft caitiff on the ground. 
May feem as (by, as grave, as juft, as abfolute. 
As Angeloj even fo may Angelo 
In all his dreffings, charafts, titles, forms. 
Be an arch villain. 

Shakespeare, 



Lady Arabella was withher dear Haiv 
riet when Mr. Fitzofborne unexpectedly 
arrived. He had narrowly efcaped the 
guillotine, had paffed the fca in a fiih- 
ing-boat, and had encountered fo many 
perils, that his admiration of that 
meretricious liberty whofe diflinguiih* 
ing code is equality of wretchednefs, 
was rather abated. <c Hair-breadth 
'Jcapes" are very interefting to molt 
ladies, and Mr. Fitzofborne's powers 
of recitation were unrivalled. His per- 

f 2 fon 
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fon had every charm, his manner every 
advantage. Lady Arabella looked, 
liftened, admired, and went home vaftly 
rejoiced, that fuch a delightful young 
man had efcaped the odious democrats. 
The next morning, at an early hour, 
lady Fitzofborne ruftied into her friend's 
drcfling-room. cc Enchanting news! 
« my dearcft Bella/' faid fhe ; « wc 
rc {hall never more be diftreffed for 
cc want of a cicifbeo. My lord has 
t€ afked Edward to live with us till he 
fc forms an eftablifhment of his own, 
fc Is not he a divine fellow ? And this 
« morning he looks more refiftlefs than 
fC ever. Such fpirit ! fuch information ! 
" It would have been a (hame to have 
cc had him confounded with a parcel of 
fC emigrant defperadoes. He fpoke 
" very fine things of you, my dear ; he 
" feems quite (truck, I affure you. If 
c< you were but a litde more Greek in 
<c your drapery, he declared, you would 

" have 
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€€ have put him in mind of La Liberie 
c< on the day of deification, who was 
€€ the handfomeft courtcfan in all 
« c Paris. 

" Bur, blefs me !" continued the 

Britifli peerefi, looking at her watch, 

€€ how I trifle. I vow I have fifty 

* c vifics to make this morning. Good 

€€ bye ! I fliall call upon you for the 

* c opera this evening. I long to ihow 

? € Edward the new houfe. Q, I declare 

** I have not had the humanity to in* 

f c quire after aunty ; but I can't ftay to 

.« c hear now. You'll tell me to-night all 

€ * the procefs of the foot, and the doftor. 

*' Sparkle, my love : Edward is amaz- 

* c ingly fond of wit." 

Pity is faid to be near akin to Love : 
and when blended with admiration, and 
infpired by the idea of awakening reci- 
procal fentiments in the bofom of an- 
other,, it may certainly be ftyled the 

e 3 parent 
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parent of the foft infatuation. Though 
philofophy was Mr. Fitzolborne's chief 
forte, he did not belong to the fchool 
of Diogenes. One prime article in his 
creed was, that an adept did not 
ftudy to lefs advantage for pofTefling 
the good things of this life. Indeed, 
as his views were not very clear on the 
fubjedt of a future ftatr, he confidered 
it to be his bounden duty to embrace 
all the advantages which the prefent af- 
forded. Gentlemen of his principles 
do not mean by their general declama- 
tions in favour of liberality, honour, 
and philofophical equanimity, to con- 
vey the precife idea, that fuch qualities 
are indifpenfably requifue in their own 
characters : for they know, that the ex- 
terior refemblance cxaflly anfwers the 
fame end. Superficial obfervers (and 
the major part of mankind belong to 
this clafs) will give you credit for pof- 

fe fling 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. l<>3 

fcfling a virtue, provided you arc 
loud in your cenfures of an oppofitc 
vice. Good notions of public liberty 
give the licence which permits you to 
be a private tyrant. The daring 
atheift and fophiiticating fceptic may 
alike lhelter under the veil of religious 
moderation: and provided the words 
honour, fentiment, and philanthropy 
be upon your tongue, you may difturb 
*the repofe of mankind, either individu- 
ally or colledtively, with impunity. 

To illuftrate the analogy in the pre- 
fent inftance : Could the enlarged foul 
of Edward Fitzofborne have heard the 
fhameful tale of mercenary indigence 
, concealing difguft under the malk of 
admiration to entrap the wealth of ina- 
nity into a degrading connexion, with- 
out expreffing the moft generous emo- 
tion ? How would his ftrong feelings 
have revolted at the fight of thofe fordid 

p 4 fhackles 
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(hackles which militated againft the na- 
tural liberty of man, and the idea of 
that confirmed habit of dUEmulation 
which annihilated his fuppofed inherent 
perfection. He could certainly have 
been very eloquent upon thefc themes, 
if they referred to the conduct of a me- 
thodift or a formalift; but when applied 
to his own concerns it was foon ad- 
jufted. The girl wanted a hufband, the 
•gentleman a fortune; the balance, 
therefore, was as nicely trimmed as the 
mod equalizing Ipirit could defirc. 
This confideration might have been 
further ufeful, as it neceflarily diflblved 
all ties of gratitude; but Mr. Fitz- 
ofborne had long before difcovered, 
that private gratitude is inconfiftent 
with public virtue. 

Lady Arabella had no doubt that her 
wit and beauty held out fufficient at- 
tractions to a gentleman fo profeflcdljr 

dif- 
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difinterefted as her new admirer (for 
he affumed that chara&er in a few days);. 
and (he did not even attempt to mif- 
conftrue his behaviour, or to difguife 
the plcafure which fhc received from 
his addrefles. Fitzofborne was not a 
fenfualift. Beauty was to him a mere 
abftraft quality, particularly when aflb- 
ciated to the idea of a wife. He had 
been too long accuftomed to the coruf- 
cations of real genius, to beftow more 
than a languid fmile on lady Arabella's 

jejune bGns mots. Even that languid 
fmile was foon converted into faturnine 
filence. Her character was too fuper- 
fieial even to intereft his attention. He 
difcovered her foibles, detected her ar- 
tifices, and defpifed her underftanding, 
in the firft month of his courtfhip. She 
was too eafy a conqueft for his ambi- 
tion; and nothing but the reluftance 
which he felt at the thought of being de- 

f 5 pendent 
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pendent upon his brother could have 
reconciled him to the idea of an alii* 
a nee. 

Perceiving her heart irredeemably 
enthralled, (though in this opinion he 
was fomewhat duped by his own vanity,) 
he began to aft the preconcerted part. 
He was now no longer the afliduoua 
lover, but the man of firm honour and 
inviolable integrity, incapable of betray- 
ing unfufpicious innocence, or of {edu- 
cing a young lady from the duty which 
fhe owed to the protecting kindnefs of 
a venerable relation. Lady Arabella 
unwarily acknowledged, that her aunt 
was inclined to fufpeft a mercenary mo- 
tive for his addreffes* and this drew from 
him an exordium on the purity and dif- 
intereftednefs of his attachment, with a 
declaration, that though it would glow 
in his breaft with unabated fervour, yet 
he had rather perifli the untimely viftim 

of 
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of defpair, than juftify lady Madclina's 
fentiments by a departure from that 
itrift honour which had ever been the 
ruling principle of his life. <c No ! 
€i lady Arabella," continued he, while 
the aftonifihed lady was incapable of in- 
terrupting him, " the enlightened mind 
" needs no other incentive thanconfeious 
cc rectitude to enable it always to aft as 
€c it ought. I can fupport penury, exile, 
" or even the lofs of you ; but I cannot 
." fupport difgrace. Lady Madelina has 
cf injured me by her unjuft fufuicions. 
cc She has cruelly driven to infufe her 
cc own narrow prejudices into a mind 
" which I hoped was incapable of an 
"illiberal doubt. How can I be fure 
cc that fhe has not fucceeded ? Your 
<c eyes, your manner, evince lefs confi- 
" dence than they were wont: and my 
" alarmed heart anticipates the gloomy 
" period, .when referve and fufpicion 

f 6 " ihalj 
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cc fliall chill the fentiments of pure, in* 
« genuous, difintcrcfted love. Sooner 
« c than fuch mifchiefs fhall fall upon me, 
« I will refign you, madam, and even 
fc at this moment tear myfelf from you 
y for ever/' 

" I cannot fee for what reafon," re- 
turned the lady, whom this vehement 
oratory had driven from her ufual re* 
fource of playing with her fan or ad- 
jutting her drefs ; " I declare, Mr. Fitz- 
c< ofborne, I can't bear to hear you talk 
<f fa" If the declamation of the gentle- 
man was pathetic, the filence of the lady 
was no lefs fo -, for it proceeded from a 
flood of tears* 

After a few forced _compliments to 
this trait of feeling, Edward refumed 
the difcourfc on the fubjeft of the claims 
of duty, which were, he faid, often in- 
compatible with thofe of the heart. In 
the conclusion he feemed a little foftened 

on 
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< 

on the harlh fubjedt of eternal repara- 
tion: but then lady Madelina mud: 
come forward, unfay her former cruel 
afperfions, and with her own hand lead 
her niece to the altar. 

Reveal then, ye immortal Mules! 
who infpire great defigns, what means 
achieved the glorious tafk of fubjugating 
lady Madelina's narrow fufpicions, and 
reftoring to her mind the beautiful fim- 
plicity of nature. Neither the refplen- 
dent chara&er nor the exalted birth of 
a Fitzofborne could have gained the 
arduous vi&ory, if powers fupernal had 
not intervened. Firft, Venus, queen 
of gentle devices! taught her prototype, 
lady Arabella, the ufe of feigned fighs, 
artificial tears, and ftudied faintings: 
while Efculapius defcended from Olym- 
pus, and, affuming the form of a fmart 
phyfician, ftepped out of an elegant 
chariot, and on viewing the patient, 

after 
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after three fagaciom nod*, whifpered to 
the trembling aunt, that the young 
lady'* ditor(!er 9 being purely menu), 
wa* beyond the f>ower of the healing 
arr. Reduced to the dire alternative of 
refigning thr fair fufferer to a hufband 
or to the grave, the relenting lady Ma- 
dclina did not loop; hefitate. The re- 
fenrmen' of injurrd honour wai appealed 
by exprefliorift which more nearly re- 
femblrd ronci ffion* than any that her 
ladyfliip had ever urtned ; and Arabella 
foon appeared agiin in public with very 
lit r Jc diminution of her charm*, not* 
withftandin^ Urr late alar ning illneft, 

lr niuft nov/ b'- obf rved, that Mr. 
iMtzofboine war. rr/irHy pafllve through 
the whole of tlii. affair. Young ladies 
arr apt to rniHakc funeral polifenefs for 
fiftutiu v\t attentions, and gentlemen are 
not blaruable for tl**r tindcr-like fufcep- 
tibiliry of their hearts. A) foon ai 

lady 
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.lady Arabella's preference was vifible, 
he became more referved in his conduct, 
as all his friends could witnefs. Nay, 
he had even gone fo far as to recall to 
her mind thofe principles of adtion, 
which he gloried in avowing to be the 
acknowledged energies of his foul. Her 
unhappy predilection filenccd his ob- 
fervations. What then ! could he be 
blamed, or ought he to have fupprtffed 
that flow of liberal benevolence which 
a full heart prompted him to pour forth, 
and which undoubtedly captivated the 
amiable, fair one ? Recolle&ing the 
motives which an illiberal world might 
affign to his behaviour, he believed hp 
ought to have done fo, but it was now 
too late. The public knew the reft. 
He trufted that the lady had fufEciently 
confulted her own happinefs to ftudy the 
peculiarities of his chara&er. It was 
above difguife and abhorrent of re- 

ftriftion* 
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(tri&ion. If (he had been miftaken,. 
he deplored the confequences. But as 
the (bong char after) (lies of nature were 
engraven on his mind with indelible 
force, he could not be expedted ta 
change. 

The claflical embellishments of the 
heroic ages gave infinite advantages to 
defcriptive narrations, to which the 
cold copyift of modern manners can 
never afpirc. How animating is th 
perfonification of winged loves, and — 
choral graces, white-armed nymphs— 
ftrewing flowers, and fportive fawn* 
chanting an epithalamium, Juno ok. 
her radiant car, and Hymen in his faf- 
fron mantle ! What can the brighteflr 
• imagination do with fuch uncouth figures 
as lawyers in tie-wigs, with their green 
bags and parchments, or even a little 
painted French milliner with her band- 
box? The Britifh like the Grecian 

bride 
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le offers facrifices, but not to the 
:ics of Complacence and nuptial Har- 
ny — Her devoirs are too frequently 
sfted to the fhrines of Fafhion 
1 Vanity i and the merits of 
villa, the town-houfe, the jewels, 
1 the nuptial paraphernalia are dif- 
Ted with all imaginable fcrupulofity, 
ile the lover's chara&er is overlooked, 
on the other hand is too bufy in 
anting the chances of the lady's for- 
e againft her father's demand of fet- 
tient, and the poffibility of privately 
iring off Ins moft preffing incum- 
.nces, to confider his deftined wife 
any other light than as a neceflary 
sendage, which entitles him to take 

Teflion. 

Every fcheme preparatory to lady 
abella's intended nuptials was con- 
Sled with the greateft decorum. Lady 
idelina herfelf und«ertook the bufinefs 

of 
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of directing the fcttlements; and Mr. 
Kifzoihorne, contenting himfclf with 
the power of putting a negative upon 
her determinations fliould the terms be 
unreafonablc, fhowed little of the alacrity 
and rapture which a deftined bridegroom 
is expedtcd to affume. Various delays 
arofe to retard the concluding ceremony; 
and the good-natured world began to 
doubt, whether the gentleman was moft 
unwilling to part with his liberty, or 
lady Madelina with her fortune. 

Lady Arabella enjoyed, in its fullcft 
extent, the confequence which her pre- 
fent fituation gave her. Some mornings 
fhe went a (hopping to cheap ware- 
houfes ; at others (he was'w&ited upon 
by different tradefmen at home: flie 
ordered and counter-ordered > bought 
and returned; thought this monftrour. 
pretty, and that monftrous frightful \ 
gave as much trouble as her rank would 

poffibly 
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poffibly enable her to impofe, and then 
complained of the impertinence and 
unpofition of trades-people. 

During one of the delays, which, as 
I have already obferved, retarded the 

fighting of the Hymeneal torch, lady 
Arabella recolledted, that her conqueft 
°*er fcience, philofophy, and genius, 
^s infinitely more arduous than Geral- 
'i ne's eafy fafcination of fuch a thought- 
*fs random youth as her brother. It 
^xt occurred to her, that (he (hould 
**odigioufly like to mortify her fitter's 
defended fuperiority in fenfe and 
*lents, by exhibiting a Fitzofborne ia 
^r chains. The thought of an excur- 
**on to Scotland as fbon as (he was mar- 
ked, muft be attended with many in- 
-c^nvenienciesj and, what was ftill more 
"^pugnant to her feelings, with the re- 
validation of much eclat and fplendor. 
Refute, it was moft defirable that the 

exhU 
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r xr.ibition fhould be made while (hewn 
inverted wich fuil plenitude of power* 
An ezj.refi was, therefore, difpatcbrd 
to Scotland to renueft, that a brother*! 
hand would conftgn her'* to a hufband 
every way worthy of his alliance. The 
letter concluded with an acknowledg- 
ment of tender trepidations, which no- 
thing but the prefence of her Gertkliitf 
could allay. Lady Madelina's t 
ir>g infirmities rendered her unfit to b£ 
the depofitory of her forrows* and hef 
dear lady Fitzofborne, her only frieiA 
was infinitely too much in the tntereftl 
of her happy brother, a* ft>e ftyled hifl^ 
to treat her apprehenfive heart wiA 
fufficicrit delicacy. 

The Montcith* readily complied 
with a fummons which indicated a per* 
feet renewal of domeflic harmony* 
Though the yellow teint of early 
autumn had juft diffufcd a more pic- 

turefque 
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jue appearance over the romantic 
s of Loch Lomond, and announced 
oyous feafon of the <c hound and 
" a dangerous fall from his horfe had 
1 the earl a tranfient difguft to 
fports : and though the blooming 
tefs was by no means weary of her 
enjoyments and occupations, fhe 
too young, and too lovely, to rejett 
ivitation to partake of the elegant 
ties which London afforded. She 
ided to adt in this, as (he had done 
er preceding vifitsj to tafte the 
ean cup with moderation, and then 
tire with dignity from the fafcinat- 
banquet. But there are periods, 
ti, if left to its own (lability, the 
eft foot would fail; and the bed 
lated mind, deprived of fuperior 
ance, may often deplore its own 

avity. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

— He rends much, 
He it a great obfenrer, and he looks 
Quite thiough the dicdt oi men. 

Shakespeai 

Lady Arabella prepared her lov 
for the arrival of the expedted ftrange 
<c I would not fay fo to other pcopk 
did flie, " becaufe one ought to (h< 
c refpeft to one's relations. But to 
1 fure the Mor.teiths are the very oi 
€ eft cre.itures in the world. My b\ 
1 thcr is well enough for one of y< 
1 fox- hunters, as they call them; I 
c the lady, O ! fhc is fo fine and fo i 
1 fiblc, and fo cautious, and fo— 
c don't know how— vaftly difagreeab 
1 I alliirc you, you will be highly 
c verted with her: pray obferve I 
s and tell me all you think of her ; 
< I (hall not take any thing ill that 



a 
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fay. She is prodigioufly wife, you 
muft know. I hate wife people, at 
lead fuch wife people as (he is. Play 
her off; I lhafl be vaftly entertained. " 
Developing characters was Mr. Fitz- 
ifbornc's favourite amufement j and it 
tos one of his topics of complaint, that 
e had never fmce his return to England 
let with any perfon that was worth du- 
ring. But after he had feen the Mon- 
iths, he did not repeat that opinion. 
he interefting beauty of the countefs, 
•r apparent happinefs, and vifible in- 
tence over her lord's affedtions, which 
r en his carelefs manners could not dif- 
aife, excited in the philofophic mind 
^ Fitzofborne nearly the fame emotions 
* thofe which the arch Apoftate felt on 
icwing Adam and Eve in Paradife: 
nd, like him, 



" Afide he turn'd 



" For envy ; yet with jealous leer malign 
" EyM them afkance." 

In 
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In one particular the refcmblance was 
• certainly incomplete. The fuperior in- 
telligence of the fallen angel knew, that 
the happinefs which he intended to de- 
ftroy was real. Habitually fceptical, 
Fitzofborne doubted. He watched the 
varying turns of Geraldine's animated 
countenance, analyzed her manner and 
her cxprefilons with the hope of difco- 
vering fomething to convince him that 
(he was only a polilhed diftembler. For 
it was utterly repugnant to all his re- 
ceived ideas, that a Hellion could really 
fubfift between perfons of difcordant 
habits, or that principle could fupply the 
place of attachment, and give equal 
uniformity to the conduct. 

The joyous occafion which had fuin- 
nioned him to town gave lord Monteith 
a prodigious flow of fpirits j and he 
certainly always appeared to leaft ad- 
vantage when moft inclined to take the 

9 lead 
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lead in converfation. When he was 
difpofed to talk, he never confidered 
how far the indulgence of his own hu- 
mour was agreeable to the company. 
His difcourfe could only be interefting 
to himfelf and lady Madelina; for it 
related to his own caftlc ; how much he 
and Geraldine had improved it; how 
popular they were among their neigh- 
bours ; and how they fpent their time* 
He (aid many ridiculous things, and ut- 
tered many expreffions indicative of 
good nature and benevolence ; yet, 
thoogh he certainly did not intend it, 
Retirement had transformed the gallant 
Monteith; and his wife and his little girls 
were (till the heroines of his tale. Mean- 
time the countefs appeared to be engaged " 
by lady Arabella's frivolity. Her eye 
indeed frequently reverted to her lord. 
But whether her attention proceeded 
vol. ii. c from 
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from anxiety or affc&ion even Fitzof- 
borne could not difcover. 

His lordfhip at length grew tired ; his 
fitter had exhaufted her hyperbolical 
rapture at this happy interview * and the 
converfation changing to places of pub* 
lie amufement allowed fome opening to 
the countefs. The opera was mentioned. 
Lady Arabella declared, that the new 
grand ballet was fo charming, that it 
abfolutely threw her into hyfterics. « I 
" protcft," continued (he, c< I don't 
" think I (hall dare to go again, for it 
" makes me downright nervous the next 
" day." 

" I congratulate you," faid lady Mon- 
teith, " on the acquifition of a new 
€C pleafurc. You had ufed to profefi 
" yourfclf an enemy to mufic." 

" O ! I hate it (till in a room, or 
" where there is but one performer. 

"But 
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u But the opera is fo different. There 
<c the lights, and the company, and the 
cc lcenes, and the drefies, do fo increafe 
u the effedt ! And the dances are fo fine, 
€€ and every body is fo overcome, and 
€€ one feels fo fafcinated !" 

cc The mufic I have been lately ac- 
€€ cuftomed to," refumed Geraldine, 
c€ is in a very different ftyle. An old 
c * Highlander playing upon his bagpipe, 
t€ and the voices of two or three Scotch 
l€ girls chaunting one of their fimple 
" ditties, which reverberates among our 
c * rocks, convey to me a more perfe6t 
* g idea of the powers of melody, than the 
|C fcenes you defcribe. And though I 
" hope frequently to vifit the opera 
* c while in London, I much doubt whe- 
fC ther my fenfibility can be fo ftrongly 
:€ affefted there as it has frequently been 
c during my evening rambles about 
« James-town." 

02 "I hope, 
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" I hope, madam/' faid lady Made- 
Una, " that your ladyfhip never wdh 
« beyond the limits of your own park." 

" James-town is but a little way from 
« the caftlc," replied the counteff, not 
immediately entering into the force of 
this obfervation; " I go there mod day »i 
" and the walk is much pleaianter duo 
« the drive." 

" It is very right, niece," obferved 
lady Madelina, in a tone of ftri&c? 
authority, " that you (hould aflift yoU* 
" dependants ; but you (hould do it lifcc 
€C a gentlewoman ; and too frequent \t*" 
" tercourfe breeds familiarity and cof*" 
u tempt." 

" 1 have fortunately not found fam*~ 
" liarity and contempt fynonimous," 
refumed lady Monteith, who, though 
generally filently aquiefcent, feemed ofl 
the prefent occaOon difpofed to defend 
her own condudt. " I appear to mf 

4t colony 
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* colony in one uniform chara&er ; and 

" however frequent my vifits, or in 

" whatever ftyk I make them, a friend 

H is not unwelcome, and a benefaftrefs 

" iKed not fear contempt. Condnual 

" intercourfe creates a mutual intereft. 

" I thoroughly enter into their chara&ers. 

" Bcfidc, I acquire much knowledge ia 

u various particulars, which thofc who 

f€ we not perfbnally acquainted with 

ffc .Jiuoible life can never accurately pof- 

m &&" 

w And of what ufe is that knowledge ?" 
mquired lady Madelina. 

" It rpay be applied to various pur- 

Cc pofes. It teaches me the value of 

** time. Becaufe while we are ftudying 

€t amufements to get rid of what we fed 

w to be an incumbrance, the poverty of 

<f the labourer makes him confeious of 

" its importance. He knows that he 

u cannot wafte an hour without finding 

03 " his 
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cc his daily food abridged. And n 
« I fee the ceconomical contriva 

cc which neceflity teaches, the hui 
u comforts which ftand inftead of 
u uries, and the cheerful patience 
c< which real inconveniencies are b 
" by thofe who know no happier lc 
" cannot (at leaft immediately) bee 
u faftidious and extravagant." 

" The unfortunate fenfibility of 
" tamper," faid lady Arabella, cc w 
" never permit me to frequent : 
c< places. You certainly muft have * 
" ftrong nerves, fifter. I proteft, * 
*' I have ken feveral little dirty, ftar 
" naked children, peeping out of t 
" fmoky hovels which ftand by the : 
" fide, I have often thought ths 
<c would be great mercy to (hoot tl 
c4 as one does worn-out horfes." 

cc To (hoot them !". exclaimed i 
of the company. 



a 
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u Yes!" relumed lady Arabella ; "for 
,f only think what a mifcrable life their'S 
<c muft be." 

" Did you never fee any of thefe poor 
<c little creatures merry ?" inquired the 
countefs. 

<c O yes ! the little lavages grinned 
"fometimes, and jumped about like 
" monkeys ; and with jufl: as much 
" fenfe j for if they thought at all, they 
cc muft be miferable." 

Geraldine recollected the fentiment, 
that " where ignorance is Mils/' it is 
both cruel and foolifh to impart a know- 
ledge which difcovers wretchednefs. But 
while fhe was confidering how beft to 
point out thofe comforts which opulence 
and intelligence might impart to the 
poor, without creating defires unfuitable 
to their ftations, her refleftions were 
interrupted by an harangue of Fitz- 
ofborne. 

g 4 <c Nature, 
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" Nature, madam," (aid he, addreff- 
ing himfelf to lady Arabella, " is not 
<f a niggard ; though the imbecility of 
" political inftitutions and die corrupt 
w ftate of fociety frequently confine her 
u beneficent views. Thefe infant lavages 
" enjoy blcflings to which perhaps their 
" oppreflbrs are ftrangers. Health, 
" natural liberty, exemption from care, 
" and a happy ignorance of all the re- 
" drain ts which cuftom impofes, and all 
41 the falfe indulgencies which affluence 
€€ requires. Their manners are unde- 
"praved, their inclinations unfophifti- 
" cated. I ftiould think thefe obfeure 
" cots the chofen abodes of innocence 
cc and virtue." 

" That is rather too liberal a con- 
"jedture," returned lady Monteith, 
beaming upon the fuppoled champion 
of the equal dealings of Providence a 
complacent fmile. " My long refidence 

"in 



€€ 
€4 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. 1*9 

€e in retirement allows me pofitively to 
cc contradift the popular notion, that 
" the country is the feat of Arcadian 
" happinefs and purity, thoi^gh much 
€ * may be done to ameliorate the con- 
" dition of the lower ckfles of focicty ; 
*< and I am convinced, that refiding 
c * among them is one of the ©oft pro- 
bable means of effecting that import- 
ant defign." 

€s I perfeftly agree with yWkf lady- 
•* ftiip's fentiments, particularly when 
« the poor, like the fortunate vaflals of 
€i Monteith, may contemplate exalted 
<c rank without fear of imbibing exotic 
" vices." The countefs blufhed, and 
bowed at this compliment, without re- 
collecting, that it might be intended for 
her lord. Fitzoiborne watched the fud- 
den emotion. <c Can vanity," faid he 
to himfelf, « be the ruling foible i If 



" it 



130 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

" it be, the (mothered flame (hall 
« blaze. 

Lord Monteith now took part in the 
converfation. " I hope, Sir, you mean 
<€ to put your own principles in practice, 
" and that we (hall be very good friends 
" when you come to refidc at Kinlocb 
" Caftle. It is within eighty miles of 
u us, and we may frequendy join in 

parties upon the lakes and the moors. 

I wgfMfcefle Dnce. I thought it a hor- 
" rid place with its canopied (late beds, 
u and worm-eaten tapeftry 5 but you 
«• will give it a more agreeable air when 
" you live there." 

" Live there !" (hrieked lady Ara- 
bella. " What ! live at Kinloch caftle ? 
" What a barbarous idea !" 

«« O you are thinking of times of olA 
" poor Bella. Yes ! they were barba- 
« rous, I'll grant. But it will be very 

« different 



€C 



c< 



€C 

€€ 
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€f different when you fhall be living 
there with a good hufband, from what 
it was when you wanted to fet off from 
cc it in fearch of one. Poor Bella ! I 
cc remember your peeping through the 
" painted glafs between the huge done 
cc window- frames, and wondering, whe- 
" ther the objed that looked black 
at a great diftance was a cow or a 
gentleman. Poor Bella 1 If you arc 
" any thing of a knight-errant, Fitz^ 
€€ olborne, you would have liked to have 
" feen her (hut up in that cattle, like an 
€€ enchanted lady, waiting forfome gak 
" lant Longfword to fet her at liberty* 
"But I fuppofe Longfword was be- 
€t nighted, or fet upon by Saracens, for 
« he never found his way to the cattle— 
« Did he, Bella ?" 

My lord had now recovered the con- 
verfation ; and no common effort could 
get it out of his hands, till lady Arabella 

g6 very 
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very gravely told him, that his raillery 
was mifplaced. His lordihip then, flatt- 
ing up, gave his lifter a good-humoured 
kifs, declared that he did not mean to 
difpkafe her, promifed to fay no more 
about the caftle that nobody could get 
out of, or the knight that never could get 
ID; and whifpering her, that he then 
thought her the prettieft prifoner he ever 
few in his life, he fummoned the countefs 
and hurried her back to Portland- place. 
ILady Arabella fcarcely waited till 
they were out of fight, to afk if they 
were not ftrangc creatures. 

• " The countefs," faid Fitzofborne, 
*' is mod amazingly beautiful." 

cc She muft be very much improved 
tc then/' returned lady Arabella ; <c for 
c< it ufed to be doubted whether (he was 

r 

w even pretty. But I believe gentlemen 
u who have lived much abroad have a 
"fmgular tafte in beauty/* 

" There 
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Cf There are fome forms," faid Fitz- 
oiborne, bowing with a fignificant air, 
" which would be cftcemcd lovely in 
u every region. Lady Monteith's chief 
" beauty is the fparkling intelligence of 
€€ her countenance ; for certainly her 
" features are not regular." 

«* No," rejoined her ladyfliip a little 
appeafed, " her features are not regular ; 
cc and fome people will call that intclli- 
cc gence in her countenance conceit." 

" Is flie counted vain ?" 

cc Infufferably fo. It is her ruling 
u foible. Every body who is acquainted 
** with her knows it. I wonder you did 
c4 not discover it/' 

FitEoiborne projoiifed to confider her 

character with deeper attention at the 

next opportunity. " If vanity," faid he 

to himielf) " be indeed her predominant 

" fault, it is impoffible that her apparent 

€C happinefe cm be fincere. The vanity of 

" a fu- 



\ 
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" a fuperior mind is not gratified by com- 
cc mon incenfej and Montcith feemstoo 
C( thoughtlefs to difcern her peculiar ex- 
u ccllencies, and too felf-engroffed to 
« give them their appropriate praife. I 
u fufpeft that his perfonal advantages 
<f attra&ed her inexperience, and that 
"her judgment now fecretly reprobates 
<c the premature choice." 

Lord Monteith's opinion of the in- 
tended difpofal of his filler was, that it 
was a very well-fchemed thing. " She 
cf was juft a fit match/' faid he, cc for 
<c a younger brother. Fitzolborne feems 
<c to have a great deal of fenfe, and we 
" all know that Arabella is not one of 
" king Solomon's family. She will, 
t€ perhaps, prove a little refradtory at 
" firft 5 but he will conduft himfelf 
cc cleverly, and foon convince her that 
<c the hufband is the fuperior character. 
" You think fo, Geraldine, don't you ?' * 

" O, un- 
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" O, undoubtedly I" But, with what- 
ever certainty the countefs could fpeak 
of her own fituation, fhe felt extremely 
doubtful as to the happy iffue of lady 
Arabella's profpeds. In fpite of the 
refervc of her lover's character, their 
difiimilarity was evident. She was tri- 
fling, fuperfieial, felfifh, and unguarded : 
with refpeft to Fitzofborne, whenever 
the thick veil with which he chofe to 
obfeure himfelf admitted a cafual dis- 
covery, fuperior intelligence and libe- 
rality of fentiment were apparent; " I 
" know," faid Geraldine to herfel£ 
« that Arabella's temper is impetuous, 
" her prejudices are rooted, and her 
" views of connubial happinefs are too 
" fuperficial to make her even wifh to 
" affimilate her tafte to that of her huf- 
4€ band's, or to affign any merit to cbm- 
cf placent acquiefcence. His enlarged 
c< underftanding muft difcover her fool- 

« ifli 
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*« jh pertinacity i and the generous feel- 
4 ag due aiwayi accompanies a liberal 

- mind wul be perpetually wounded by 

* die cennarrrd kkas of a fidfiii heart. 
-* Her ndkuloas opinion of cfae confhnr 
a amrair winch beauty demand* pre* 
■* duties lii >.cpe ct her improvement, 
-* She wiil be continually requiring t 
•* dutoerer* and he a companion, I am 

* csRain* that ewea now he fcongij 

* ash flbe diipraportioa of their minds, 

- Wise harih cspre&ons did he utter 
« «g^r^i> enc apprefibo of the poor- 

* Tbry were, doubdeft, pointed it her 
•* aaagjiginr lyrinm, which feemed to 

* degrade chem txom the tank of ra- 
■* ocnai creacorea* Indeed, though his 

- me !x rrrar y defign. kxnewhat debafes 
* % ais ciuracber> I pky Mr. Fitzolborne. 

* He Jpcean to be well worthy of a 

The 
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'he chain of her reflexions was here 
:en by his lordfliip's obfcrving, chat 
was as dull and as bad company as 
uture brother* in-law. 
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CHAP. XXV 



i -\ 



Calm thinking vrllaini, whom no faith tan fix* 
Of crooked councils and dark politics* 

POFI« 

Fitzosborne called to return the 
honour of lord M ontcith's vifit juft at 
the time when his lordfhip was gone out 
on fome important bufinefs. This en- 
gagement had been difcufled the pre- 
ceding evening, but philofophers are 
very apt to be abfent. He inquired if 
the countefs were at home, and on fend- 
ing in his name he was admitted. There 
could be no impropriety in receiving a 
vifit from a gentleman who was foon to 
become a relation j and Geraldine had 
been fufficiently interefted by his ap- 
pearance to be anxious to know if the 
eftimate that (he had formed of his 
chara&er were juft. 

Previous 
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Previous to his arrival, (he had been 
muling herfelf with a harp which had 
tin filent for fomc years. It had been 
cw ftrung by an eminent hand, and 
r as become capable of producing the 
cioft ravifliing harmony. Fitzofborne 
v2ls an idolator of mufic. The (kill of 
he countefs was too well known to 
idmit of difqualifying fpeeches. She 
readily complied with his requeft to ex- 
hibit the powers of her inftrument, and 
after a graceful prelude accompanied it 
with her voice in the following fonnet; 

SONNET TO MAY; 

Come May, the empire of the earth a/Tume, 
Be crown'd with flowers as univerfal queen; 
Take from frefli budded groves their tender 
green, 

Befpangled with Pomona's richeil bloom. 

And form thy vefture. Let the fun illume 
The dew-drops glittering in the blue ferene, 
And let them hang, like orient pearls, between 

Thy locks befprent with Flora's beft perfume. 

Attend 
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Attend your fovereign's fteps, ye balmy gales! 
O'er her ambrofial floods of fragrance pour ; 
Let livelier verdure animate tke vales* 

And brighter hues embellifh every flower ; 
And bark, the concert of the woodland hails. 
All gracious May ! thy prefence* and thy power* 

She enforced the lad line with the whole 
compafs of her melodious voice. The 
apartment reverberated with the magic 
founds. Shepaufcd. Fitzofborne feem- 
ed loft in fpeechlefs ecftafjr. He raited 
his eyes, fuflfufed with tears, and they 
met thoft of the countefs. — He retired 
to the window to recover from his emo- 
tion, while flic formed the ineffectual 
wifh > that Arabella had pofleffed a mind 
capable of eftimatingand rewarding fuch. 
refined fenfibility. 

It was fome moments before Fitz- 
olborne was able to renew the conver- 
fation. At length he heficatingly arti- 
culated, <c You devote many hours 

c< every day to this charming, feience ?** 

w No A 
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fc No, indeed ! I very fcldom play, 
mlefs to perfedt myfeif in a new tune, 
jr to amufc lord Monteith." 

fc Is lord Monteith fond of mufic ?" 

« Paffioriately fo." 

cc I did not fufpeft fo. Of what 
kind ?" 

" Every kind : from the lofcieft 
compofitions of Handel to the fim- 
plcft drains of ruftic harmony. But 
I prcfume, fir, your tafte is more dis- 
criminating ; and being formed upon 
the refined Italian model,, it requires 
artful combination and flriking con- 
trail." 

cc It requires, madam, fuch an exalted 
gratification as it has juft enjoyed/* 
c then rofe, as if intending to take 
ave, when a miniature of Lucy Evans, 
hich hung over the chimney glafs, ap- 
tared firft to attraft his eye ; and he 

3 exclaimed, 
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exclaimed, cc You painty I know; do 
« you take likeneffes ?" 

cc Very bad ones/' faid the countefij 
handing to him the pi&ure. cc And 
" when you view that juvenile perform- 
cc ance with attention* you will fay (o. 
" But it is highly valuable to me, fince 
cc it gives me a faint refemblance of a 
€C very eftimable friend." 

<c I know," faid Fitzofborne, fixing 
his eyes upon her with a moft penetrat- 
ing glance, " that your foul was really 
Cf formed for friendfhip. I am a phy- 
" fiognomift, madam." 

cc I do not fufpeft you of magical 
" flrill," replied Geraldine laughing, 
<c for I am very much inclined to con- 
cc trovert your opinion. I never had 
cc but one intimate friendfhip ; and I 

meet with my Lucy too feldom, and 

our epiftolary communications are too 
" limited, to admit of our attachment 

cf im- 



€€ 
CC 
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mprinting any ftrong lines upon my 
countenance s even allowing, what I 
am not inclined to admit, that mental 
habits imprefs indelible marks upon 

the mufcular organs." 

cc I muft enter upon a defence of my 
:< art, madam; and if I am betrayed 
cc into any improprieties, remember 
c< yourfelf only can be to blame. You 
" have long been attached to this lady, 
f< and (he is fenfible, animated, and pe- 
u netrating." 

" If you go on with fuch fortunate 
"gueffes, I ftiall begin to retradk, and 
c< believe you poffeffed of the power of 
fc divination." 

cc I only wifh to convince you, that 
"a conftant perfeverance in one train 
" of thought muft give a correct habit 
"to the mind, and diffufe a fcrene 
" dignity over the countenance. And 
[C certainly the collifion of twoingenuous 

<c minds 
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« minds will brighten the qualities oi 
« each. The foul ever feeks its conn- 
" terparr, and tries to aflimilate itfelf td 
f€ what it admires. Your correfpondeoce 
<( with a perfon fuch as you allow this 
" lady to be, accounts for the fparkliflg 
" intelligence of your manner, and all 
" the lively emanations of your fafcioat- 
" ing wit." 

The countefs replied with a bbdring 
fmile, " I believe you are labouring 
" under a little illufion. You certainly 
€C miftake me for lady Arabella ; or arc 
c< you fo accuftomed to compliment* 
€C that you involuntarily adopt that 
cc drain to every body ?" 

cf You may miftake my charafter* 
€C madam/' faid Fitzofborne j " but i* 
€C is impoffiblc that I can fuppofc you 
« are lady Arabella." A deep figh 
efcaped at thofe words. He he Stated, 
and then proceeded : " I can, howcver ; 

" entrea 
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<c entreat your pardon with a better 
Cf grace, as I did not fcek an opportu- 
€< nity of cxprefling the fentiments 
<c which I ftrongly feel. If there be 
cc any indecorum in admiring you and 
" reiquefting your friendfhip, recolledt, 
€< madam, I fhare that guilt with the 
cc original of this charming portrait." 

The countefs immediately replied: 
cc Every branch of lord Montcith'a 
u family has indubitable claims on my 
cc attention. Give me leave to afifure 
" you, that his lordfhip regards you 
" with the fincereft efteem, and that he 
" is impatient for an event to take place 
<c which will cement his friendship by 
<f the bond of alliance. " 

<c If it be in my power to make lady 
" Arabella happy— — ," faid Fitzoibornc, 
fixing his eyes upon the ground, and 
feeming to plunge into a gloomy chaos 
of doubt ; " but I will hope for the bed. 

vol. 11. h " We 
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u Wc know, that ' whatever is is ri 
" As the world is now conducted, & 
" are not in our own hands/' He 
rod*, and took leave with a more 
found figh than any he had before 
tcred. " Poor man V 9 ejaculated 
Montcith, " his feelings are too 1 
" for happinc fs. He will becor 
M prey to the mod morbid melancl 
" and his inattentive wife will com 
" his ^cjc(5tion as a fufficient excuii 
" her diflipation. I fee he is (0 
€l into this fatal connexion by his fric 
" Why docs he not exert the natura 
'* dependence of his energetic chars 
" and contemn the mercenary b< 
" How hippy would he be with fw 
" partner s»a my Lucy !" 

Could lady Monreith have peneti 
the dark dif^uifrs of premedto 
villafiy, how difT rent would have 
the conclufioa of Kcr mental lblilo 
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would as foon have pointed out an 
nee between the meek dignified 
ivia, and the infidious, cruel, im- 
itrablc Tiberius. And now let me 
. few moments exercife that digreffive 
ilege which I have claimed for mo 
>urpofes. 

would afk the accurate judges of 
kind, what Unking traits of fuperior 
lence are yet vifible in Fitzolbornc's 
luft? What generous fentiment 
ig fpontaneoufly from the tongue? 
t artlefs difcovery of the genuine 
tions of an upright worthy heart? 

they charmed with the morals of a 
, whofe ambiguous expreflions can 

be interpreted by fuppofing that he 
etly defpifes the woman whom he 
wedly purfues ? Contempt for fuch 
cenary treachery mud be the natural 
iment in unfophifticated minds; and 
tem.pt muft rife into abhorrence in 

h 2 every 
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every breaft that is uncorrupted by 
laxity of modern principles, if they 

pofe that his ardent commendations 
. married lady were intended to cor 
to her heart the audacious idea, 
they proceeded from the warm emot 
of preference. 

The mind of Geraldine was unfop 
ticated and incorrupt. She faw his 
luftance to his intended marriage, 
interpreted his praifes as he defi, 
cd (he ftiould. Yet neither contei 
#or abhorrence arofe in her breaft. 
the contrary, though fteadily dettrmi 
to prevent any infinuation to lady A 
bella's difadvantage, and to reprefs ev 
expreflion inconfiftent with the p 
dignity of a matron, fhe felt for 
wiley Fitzofborne a mixture of pity ; 
efteem. 

O Flattery ! 

How Toon thy foft infmuating oil 
Supples the tougheft fouls ! 

w 
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hat better method can I adopt to 
nvince the younger part of my 
iders of the neceflity of (hutting their 
rs to the fyren fong, than placing the 
ample of lady Monteith full in their 
ew ? Adorned with every natural 
id acquired accomplifhment; " chaftc 
• the ificle on Dian's temple;'' attached 
> her hufband j the fondeft of mothers* 
>meftic, prudent, and religious. What 
ofanation even to fuppofe fuch con* 
Timate excellence open, to an illicit 
ack ! Yet Fitzofborne, deeply verfed 
the fcience of human frailty, no fooner 
rceived that her vanity liftened to his 
*ndifhmcnts, than he not only de* 
rmined to affail her principles, but 
It a firm convidtion that his enterprize 
'suWfucceed. 

Her delicacy required, and his dtipli* 
ty meditated, a covert afiault. He 
rceived on recolledtion, that he had 

h 3 been 
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been too unguarded in the preceding 
conversation, and he refolved to follow 
die path which (he had pointed ont, by 
affc&ing great refpeft for lady Arabella, 
and cultivating the friendfhip of lord 
Monteith. He defpifed his lordlhip's ' 
abilities too much to fear that his obfenr- 
ation would be any impediment to his 
views; and his own affumption of the 
title of a hujfband would only give in 
unprincipled feducer more irofufpcded 
opportunities of forwarding his infidiots 
defigns. 

His viGts were now generally n»df 
when he knew that lord Monteith wo 
at home ; and if his lordlhip was abroad, 
he only left a card for the countefs. His 
behaviour to her, when they met it* 
company, was pointedly refpeftful aa<i 
referved. But care was always taken to 
fliow that fuch referve was the effeft c ^ 
painful effort. By ftudioufly avoiding 

eve*'- 
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•very opportunity of engaging her in 
ronverfation, and by a marked neglect 
af thofe offices of general civility which 
:he laws of polite nefs prefcribed, he ap- 
peared fearful of trufting to the fufcepti- 
bility of his own heart. He feemed 
only anxious to guard his mind from 
the intrufion of every image inconfiftenf 
with his fidelity to lady Arabella. His 
eyes were fixed upon her, as if he hoped 
to difcover fom'ething worthy of his 
attention. Sometimes, indeed, they 
wandered to lady Monteith* but if flie 
obferved him, they were inftantly with* 
drawn, with an expreflion of regret for 
the involuntary derelidtion. 

His aim was to exhibit a fuperior 
mind, inflexible in principle, but ten- 
derly fufceptible, maintaining a feverc 
struggle, and determined to be victo- 
"ious. Lady Monteith was fo far the dupe 
>f bis artifices^ as to view his conduck 

h 4 in 
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in the light that he defired. But flic 
alfb drew from it a confequence which 
he did not intend. She fancied his ap- 
parent efforts were fuccefsful, and (he 
now only regretted, that Arabella wanted 
both the inclination and the capacity to 
improve her delicate fituation to her 
own advantage. 

It has been obferved, that the feducer 
feveral times conquers his unwarrantable 
defires in the courfe of his guilty pur- 
fuit. Compelled to adopt difguifes, to 
confult opportunities, to avoid prema- 
ture difcoveries, the pain of repeated re- 
ftridions, impofed for the purpofes 
of vice, is greater than would attend 
the virtuous rcfolution of abandoning 
the.infidious projedl. This obfervation 
was eminently juft in the inftance of 
Fitzofborne. His foul was not whirled 
along by the temped of pafiion. Beauty 
did not excite violent emotion. Scnfe 



aa^ 
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fwcetnefs carried with them no ir- 
ftible charm. His frigid heart was 

cold and felfifli to prompt his dia- 
cal invention, or to extenuate his 
nes. His vices were fyftematic, the 
ilt of defign, giiided by method, 
ilioned by fophiftry, and originating 
n the covert war which he waged, 
merely againft the chaftity, but alfe 
nft the principles of his vidtims : 
folely againft their reputation, their 
:e of mind, and their temporal pro- 
Is, but againft their notions of rcfti- 
: and religion, againft thofe immortal 
es which fuftain the affli&ed and 
h the corroding pangs of repentant 
t. 

o lady Arabella, unconfeious of his 

;n$, Fitzofborne's inqreafed atten- 

; gave a livelier pleafure, from the 

that he' intended Jpy that means, to 

h 5 con- 
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convey a marked contempt of 
cotihteft. Her elation would have 
more complete, if he would have 
dially joined in thofe remarks 01 
perfon and behaviour of Gera 
•Which fupplied lady Madelina's don 
party with an agreeable topic for 
verfation. She recollected, how 
with fatisfa&ion, that, if he did no 
in thefe cenfures, he did not contr 
them, and the extenuating apol 
which he fometimes urged might r 
be termed an attempt to " damn 
faint praife," than a friendly defence 
was confirmed in her opinion, tha 
admirer fecretly defpifed lady Mont< 
pretenfions to mental fuperiority, bj 
ferving, that Tier bons mots and ren 
paffed equally unregarded, while 
pftn were fure of having in him on 
tentive Iiftener. Lady Arabella's v 
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f life were neither very accurate nor 
ttenfive. Yet (he had fome fufpicion, 
*^t the connubial bond operated as a 
^Werful foporific upon the deference, 
>fcrvance, and tendernefs, which lovers 
♦onetimes, even in this refined age, 
ink proper to aflbme. Her dear vif- 
>Ontefs had afllired her, that if Ed* 
*rd's behaviour as a hufband equalled 
^ attentions as an admirer, they would 
•rtainly be pointed at as an exemplary 
►vjple ; for that at prefent all the world 
"*cw him by the tide of lady Arabella 
tacdonald's (lave. No one more 
^tangly felt thofe paffions which Pope 
firms to be the predominate features in 
t« mind of women, " the love of 
Icafure" and " the love of fway," than 
er ladyfhip. But fince it was at leaft 
oubtful, whether fhe could continue 
> be « queen for life/' fhe was defirous 
* protraft the period which acknow-. 

h 6 ledged 
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ledged her right of government; and, 
as the gentleman was not very urgent 
for an early day, the lady's fenfibility 
was not hurt by repeated denials. 

Another unexpe&ed caufe of delay at 
this time intervened. Lady Madelina 
had often declared, that as foon as (he 
had fettled her dear niece to her fatif- 
fa&ion, fhe fhould have entirely done 
with a world of which (he repeated! 
allured her friends (he was quite weary 
Twenty years before, on her firft mar- 
riage with her ever-lamented fir Simo 
Frazer, (he had ufed fimilar exprefiions.-* 
She then faid that (he only lived for his-* 
fake i and if (he were fo unfortunate as 
to lofe him, her " occupation would be 
gone," and exiftence would become an 
infupportable burden. But as that de- 
precated event did happen without any 
lading change in her lady(hip's apparent 
icli(h for the good things of this life, it 

was 
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s fufpe<5ted, that twenty years hence 
raffe&ionate heart might find fome 
text for that ftrong attachment to 
• pe;fon, which her-exceflive attention 
her own health and fafety rendered 
ble to all who knew her. When the 
der, therefore, confiders the infinite 
ceflion of laft plans, and final en- 
jements, which (he would probably 
re pleaded, his fenfibility will be lefs 
"t to find, that death dealt by her, as 
did by " the fair lady in coftly robes/* 
mtioned in the good old fong, by 
mpelling her to truft future events to 
it Providence whofe fuperintendence 
d not been her favourite fpeculation. 

I have obferved, that the fettlements 
sre drawn up under lady Madelina's 
<) who fecmed defirous of extending 
c fupremacy which fhe had uniformly 
ercifed ovef every perfon with whom 
c was connected (except her niece) 

beyond 
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beyond the grave. She had multiplied 
efttails, and confidered every poffibJe 
event of contention, reparation, divorce, 
and fecond marriage. She had explored 
the family pedigree, picked out the ! 
mod fonorous hereditary chriftian names, 
and ftringing three or four together, 
which were capable of liquid pronuncia- 
tion, (he ordered, that they fhould be 
adopted by the fucceffive fons and 
daughters of this intended marriage, on 
pain of forfeiting all right to inheritance. 
Jointure, pin-money, and alimony took 
up feveral pages, and the finifhed deed 
had more the appearance of a truce b&~ 
tween two inveterate enemies than a re- 
cognition of mutual confidence at^ 
cfteem. The very fight of thefe fo^ g 
midable parchments muft have annit 
fated the whole court of Cytherea-, b 
fortunately the modern Hymen nev 

brings his caufes before that tribuna 

whic 
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which is now exclufively employed in 
trying affairs of libertinifm, or, as it is 
politely termed, gallantry. 

Lady Madelina perufed the ftupendous 
performance with delight; weighed the 
technical meaning of every word which 
y the ufeful tautology of the law had in- 
troduced ; and, trufting, that *hc united 
ternes of Fitzofborne, Frazer, and Mac- 
donald might found in courts and caftles 
a thoufand years hence, declared that 
fee was ferfeMy fotisfied. It is fup- 
P^fed, that the pronunciation of thofe 
^ords, which fhe had never before been 
known to ufe, occafioned a mortal rc- 
y ulfion in her oracular organs, for fhe 
^as found fpeechleis next morning* 
*-ady Arabella's determined refolution 
°f enjoying the pleafures of a public 
kreakfaft prevented her from attending 
*o the affurances of her aunt's woman, 
t Hat fuch a change muft be inevitably 

fpllowed 
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followed by mortal confequences. She 
contented herfelf with leaving pofitive 
orders to be immediately ftnt for if lady 
Madelina grew worfe, and drove off 
with lady Fitzofborne, who convinced 
her that (lie was perfectly right; for, 
as the patient could not fpeak, company 
could do her no fervice. The office of 
fmoothing the bed of death devolved 
on Geraldinc, who haftened to the 
houfe of mourning at the firft intimation 
of what had happened, and arrived a 
few moments before lady Madelina ex- 
pired. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Let then the fair one beautifulJy cry, 
In Magdalene's loofe hair and lifted eye. 

Pope. 



The melancholy event related in my 
feft Chapter was fpeedily conveyed to 
the gay groupe whom the elegant 
fyeune of the duchefs of A. had 
ifltmblcd on the flowery banks of 
Phameu It was announced to lady 
Arabella with very little preparation ; 
>r as, in compliance with the wiflies 
f the company, though declaredly out 
f fpirits, (he had juft confented to ex-' 
l bit her own fine perfon and her lover's 
> the beft advantage by {landing up in 
reel, no one fuppofed but that fhe 
'ight hear the fad tale with decent 
^mpofure. It was, however, quite. 

the 
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the reverie, and her frnfibtHcy now be- 
came as remarkable, as her fortitude 
had been before. She fainted, fell intc 
hyftcrica, wept, recovered, and wai a 
lad conveyed apparently lifeleli to he 
carriage. Kvcry creature prelcnt par 
took in her concern for lady Madclina 9 
death, for it certainly fpoilcd a mol 
delightful party* Though the compan; 
endeavoured to recover their fpirlt 
after the fair mourner was removed, al 
attempts at brilliancy was prevented b] 
the unavoidable intrufion of ferious ideal 
The ladies grew as flupid as if they wen 
at church. Death's heads and phyficuni 
intruded into every fubjeft i and the lad 
topic of convention that was arced b) 
the gentlemen was a difcuf&on of th( 
merits of the patent coffin. 

Lady Arabella was accompanied 
home by the Htzofbornc*. The vif* 
counted engaged in the friendly tfflc 

of 
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of confolation, while Edward, leaning 
back with his arms folded, and his eyes 
fixed upon the lovely fufferer, (I fuppofc) 
wore deeply fympathized in her forrow; 
for the harangues of the comforter were 
only interrupted by lady Arabella's fobs 
and fighs, which did not abate in vio- 
lence, though lady Fitzofborne was dif- 
fufc on the folly of grieving for what 
was fure to happen, and therefore what 
nobody could prevent. The carriage* 
at length flapped. Lady Arabella was 
Supported up ftairs, fwallowed more 
hartfhorn, and at length became fuf- 
ficiently compofed to make inquiries 
*fter the particulars of an event of 
which fhe had only yet received a 
general account* 

Lady Madelina's firft gentlewoman* 
a Macdonald by an indirect defcent, 
entered on the fad recitaU Nothing 
could be more capable of being com- 

pre fled 
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pre i led into a (mall compafs; but Mrs. 
Margaret was eminently gifted wich 
that ipecics of oratory which may be 
termed expanfion. I Icr poor dear lady's 
merits, her poor dear lady's fufferings, 
the confidence her poor dear lady placed 
in hrr faithful icrvices, and a firm con* 
vidtion, that flic never fliould fumve 
her poor dear lady : thefc topics were 
expatiated upon, till Arabella became t. 
little difpleafcd that any one fliould take 
up f'/ief ju(l at the inftant herfelf had 
laid it down. It came out in the courfe 
of the narration, that from fome peculiar 
circumftances lady Monteith had adopt- 
ed an opinion, that the fpark of life 
was not adually cxtin^uiflicd j but that 
the fpeedy exertion of proper means 
mi^ht revive the fufpended animation. 
To this opinion the phyficians, who 
had been lurnmoned, lent fome coun* 
tcnanccj and the humanity of the 

counted 
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:ountefs prompted her not only to' 
command thefe applications, but by her 
prefence to prevent the proceedings 
which are fometimes injudicioufly 
adopted at the firft moment of apparent 
diffolution. 

Mrs. Margaret was not only con- 
vinced of the inefficacy of the attempt, 
but, confeientioufly believing it to be 
very prefumptuous, had refufed her 
fervices, with fome little fenfe of indig- 
nity at having had them required, and 
keen fufceptibility at the fuppofition 
that fhe could bear to ftay in the room 
where her poor dear lady lay. Arabella 
joined in her opinion ; and the difcourfc 
changed from the virtues of Mrs. 
Margaret and the deceafed, to the 
wickednefs of difturbing the dead, and 
the concern which the affectionate niece 

now feltj that her dear aunt had none of 

her 
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her $WM family to attend her in her laft 
moments. 

The failure of lady Monteith's efforts 
relieved Arabella from what might more 
properly be called a vexation thanadif- 
trels ; and her fofter feelings, freed from 
difagreeable embarradments, had leifore 
to flow in the delicate channels which 
etiquette prefcribes to grief. She 
mourned for one fortnight in the 
fweeteft manner imaginable, dreflfed in 

a clofe cap with her bouquet (tuck on 
one fide, her robe loofely fattened, and 
her arms hanging negligendy. All her 
vifitants agreed, that flic looked prettier 
than ever, and Fitzolborne was con- 
tinually reminded of thofe well known 
tines which characterize the fair fei, 
as defigncd to " be adorned by 
Jiftrels/* and « dirtied raoft amiably 
in tears/* 

But 
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But it was not over the unconfcious 
:omb that this fair flow ret drooped* 
The increafed fenfibility of the prefent 
age, grown too fragile to encounter the 
morbid contagion of death, declines all 
intimate acquaintance with fpeftacles of 
mortality, and deputes hireling hands 
to perform thofe offices which the 
ftcrner fortitude of former times claimed 
as the peculiar privilege of affe<5Hon and 
kindred. My attachment to obfolete 
manners inclines me>to refer the univer- 
fal cuftom of flying from the bed of 
death and its melancholy appendages, to 
fome other caufe than exceflive tender- 
nefs. I lufped the faftidiou/heft of in- 
dulgence, accuftomed to bafk in the 
funfhine of life, and bereft of fufficienc 
energy even to wilh to procure a de-? 
fence againft the ftorm. I difcover the 
enervating habits of diflipation, the cant 
)f flattery, and the fophifms of felf-de- 

5 lufion. 
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lufion. Beauty will not contemj 

the fixed raylcfs eye, left the recoiled 

(hould obfeure the brilliancy of its o 

youth and health refufe to be acqua 

ed with the livid cheek, which preac 

the importance of the paffing hoi 

and gaiety abjures all knowledge of 

clay- cold reliques of the human fo: 

left the fearful fentence of " fuch 11 

thou be" (hould palfy the graceful fl 

arreft the fwift career of levity, i 

render the whifper of adulation ud 

terefting. 

Lady Arabella's fiift tears flowed 1 
neath her brother's roof; but her < 
treme fufceptibility foon required a fr 
afylum. Lady Montcith was the w( 
comforter in the world* and (he i 
convinced that her poor fpirits wot 
be quite overcome, if (he did not j 
amongft people a little more like otl 
folks. Geraldine indeed had perform 

t 
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e office of a confolcr to her Lucy with 
lerable fuccefsj but the retired daugh- 
r of a country clergyman, and a fa- 
ionable belle, are different characters : 
d either the fimplicity of the countefs 
d not difcriminate, or ibme fee ret 
ark of ill-nature prevented her from 
(opting the proper method of treating 
*r prefent gueft. She permitted lady 

rabella's tears to dream without any 
Imonition that they might dim her 
res or injure her complexion ; and 
1 the mod violent tparoxyfms of grief 
ie ftrove to foften. her etnorions by 
ading the difcouitfe toher -dear aunt's 
iedion for her, aridaotfiaus foJicitude 
> promote her happigdsj She had 
nee the inhumanity tp fugged the idea, 
lat the feparated fpirit woyld be afflifled 
y witnefling the forrow of furviving 
riends •, and that the violent indulgence 
>F extreme regret might be condrued 

k 

VOL, II, I tO 
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to proceed from a want of due fubmiff 
to the Supreme Difpofer of events. S 
had indeed fuccefsfully expatiated 
thefe topics to Mifs Evans, T 
countenance of that artlefs girl aflum 
an angelic compofure whilft lifieoi 
to the folcmn fenciments; and her bar 
and eyes uplifted in meek refignati 
feemed to fay, " I will not impede i 
" beatitude of my mother, nor murra 
** at the difpenfations of my God/' 

But in the prefent in (lance the aw 
allufion produced very horrific effci 
Lady Arabella's ideas of " things unfee 
were extremely confufed. She had nci 
had time to inveftigate the fubjelt h< 
felf j and, from fome arguments whi 
Mr* Fitzofborne had ufed, (he was i 
dined to hope, that the vague notio 
which (he had picked up in her car 
years were purely chimerical terror 
the effedt of low prejudices* She, then 

3 to 
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i: fore, replied to the confolatory argu- 
. ments of the countefs with a (hriek of 
' apprehenfion ; befought her in future to 
; avoid fuch (hocking expreffionsj and, 
: looking round her, as if in expectation 
|- of feeing lady Madelina's ghoft, (he bc- 
• came fo fearful of having a vifionary 
. attendant, that fhe durft not move from 
one room to another without being ac- 
companied by a corporeal guard. 

At Mr. Fitzofborne's next vifit (he 
expatiated on the premeditated cruelty 

of lady Monteith, who chofe the very 
period of her being fo low that (he could 
hardly fupport herfelf, to affiifl: her by 
naming fubjefts that (he never could 
bear. She was perfefWy innocent, (he 
faid; had never hurt any body, nor 
committed any crime in her life ; and 
why need (he be talked to about fepa- 
rated fpirits, and religion, as if (he were 
die greateft finner in the world ? Lady 

1 2 Monteith 
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Montcich had even hinted, that th 
would be an indecorum in her gri 
into public immediately after the ifli 
mem of an aunt, who had to her fuppl 
the tendernefs and protection of the c 
ternal charafter ; and fhe was certain t 
the funeral was delayed, not (b much 
of refpeft, as to keep her immured, \ 
to make her break her heart, which < 
much too refined and tender to end 
thofe forms of woe to which ftron 
minds might fubmit. In fine, (he < 
joined Fitzofborne to ftate to lady M< 
teith the impropriety of her condi 
and to convince her how wrong it ' 
to talk about difagreeable things wh 

fhe could not be fure were true. I 
ward undertook the office, but advi 
lady Arabella not to be too fanguim 
fuccefs. Prejudices, he fa id, were ft' 
born things to contend with, and 1 
Monteith had unfortunately imbil 

fevc 
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fcveral He complimented lady Ara- 
bella on her more enlarged notions, but 
conjured her to conceal a fuperiority 
which might probably excite envy -, and 
in cafe of any future attempts to infpire 
her with fuperftitious terrors, he wifhed 
'her either to give a fudden turn to the 
converfation, or to enjoy the triumph 
of reafon over bigotry in a dignified 
filence. 

Fitzolborqe entered on the tafk en- 
joined, with the cruel avidity of a fan- 
guinary mind, bent on deftroying what 
it was neceffitated to revere. His ob- 
fcrvations on lady Monteith's behaviour 
enabled him clearly to develope her 
character j and as he founded his hopes 
of fuccefs on her evident love of praife, 
ta was fenfible that the unaffected fm- 
Cerity of her religious principles would 
prove a fteady bulwark too powerful to 
b^ aflailed by open attacks, and which 
^ muft either undermine or abandon 

13 his 
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his purfuit. He perceived, that though 
her vivacity at times tranfeended the 
limits of rigid prudence, even in the 
wildeft flights of gaiety the molt guarded 
ridicule on facred fubje&s was unpala- 
table ; and though the engrofling amufc- 
ments of polite life afforded lefs leifurefor 
reflection and de vorional exercifes during 
her flay in town, fhe ever paflcd a dif- 
fipatcd Sunday with evident regret, and 
appeared to feci every omiffion of duty 
with the felf-reproach of confeious error, 
rather than to avow her neglctt with the 
bold air of one who cxpedts to be ap- 
plauded for liberality and exemption 
from prefcribed forms. The footing on 
which he was received in the family gave 
him frequent occafions of perccivingi 
that, though Ihe did not burfl: out into 
frequent cenfures againft immorality! 
(he never treated a grofs deviation frortt 
morality and decorum with that levity 

oi 
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' remark which warrants the conclu- 
>n, that the obferver's principles are 
10 relaxed to view flagitious conduct 
ith proper abhorrence. Though no 
tie knew better how to wing the (haft 
f raillery, and to encourage cc fport 
that wrinkled care derides," wit was 
•ith her the companion of unreproved 
lcafurc, not the child of unreftrained 
berty. Its frolic hand was ever taught 
> refped the palladium of virtue and 
%ion. 

The event which Geraldine had lately 
tneffed confirmed her habitual rcve- 
nce for ferious fobjefts. Without pro- 
Ting to feel any marked attachment to 
iy Madelina, or affe&ing forrow for 
rlofs, fhe had contemplated an ob- 
51 of mortality with the fympathettc 
oughtfulnefs of one who felt confeiom 
at fhc was a fellow- pilgrim, journeying 

14 to 
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to the fame bourne. A convi&ion of 
the inftabiiity of temporal poffeffions, 
and the inefficiency of human aid, would 
naturally dircft a considerate mind to 
firmer fupports, and to recur to the idea 
of a traveller, than which nothing can 
be more analagous to human life* The 
certainty of a limited residence amongft 
the obje&s of fenfe excited a ftroqg fo- 
licitude to extend her knowledge of 
things invifible, and to fecurc an iaflereft 
in that undi (covered world of which lb* 
muft one day become an inhabitant. 

A (late of mind like that which I havjt 
defcribed appears at the firft glance to 
be unfavourable to the defign* of a Fitz- 
ofhorne. He thought it otherwife. It 
was a difpofition which naturally led to 
the diftuflion of moral and religious 
truths. The decent forms which the 

cuftom of the world dill fan & ions pre- 

(bribed 
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bed to the Monteiths the neceffity 
avoiding promifcuous vifitors, and 
anting from public amufemcnts. And 
ugh the fair Arabella kerned to cafit 
mging look from her folitude upon 
bidden pleafure, the countefs liftened 
he narrative of the day with a more 
guid attention, and imperceptibly led 
:kthe converfation to fome improving 
je<5h Her attempts generally fright-, 
d lady Arabella, and compelled her 
take refuge in her own apartments ; 
ere flie found occupation in confulting 
h her maid on the changes of orna- 
nt which the alterations in her mourn- 
would admit* Lord Monteith, 
•ugh at firft doubtful how he fhould 
I time during this melancholy period 
confinement, found fo much amufe- 
nt in ringing the dumb bell and learn- 

; to play on the violin, that he re- 

1 5 lapfed 
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lapfcd into his old misfortune of want of 
leifures and Fitzofborne would have 
found it more difficult to avoid than to 
felc& opportunities for private conver- 
sation with Geraldine. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

— In diTcourfe more fweet— 

Others apart fat on a hill retir'd, 
In thoughts more elevate, and reafon'd high 
Of Providence, fore-knowledge, will, and fate, 
Fix'd fate, free will, fore- knowledge abfolute, 
And found.no end, in wandering mazes loft. 
Of good and evil much they argued, then. 
Of happinefs and final mi fay, 
Paflion and apathy, glory and (hame, 
Vain wifdom all, and falfe philofophy. 

Milton. 

Reading was one of lady Monteith's 
conftant amufements 5 and among her 
favourite writers the moral pages of 
Johnfon held a diftinguiflied pre-emi- 
nence. His inftruftive romance of Raf- 
felas occupied her one morning. She 
flopped at the part which feemed to in- 
ornate the author's belief m the pcflibi- 
hty of fpedral appearances. The idea 
* r cngly engroflcd her imagination. She 

1 6 rumir 
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ruminated on the arguments which might 
be adduced on either fide, and continued 
in a profound reverie when Fitzofbornc 
entered the room. 

After a paufi?, in which lady Montcith 
was trying to difengage her ideas from 
the train of reflection which they had 
purfued, Edward politely exprefled his 
fears that he had interrupted an agree- 
able ftudy ; and, with an intimation that 
he would immediately withdraw, inquired 
what fubjeft occupied her attention. 
She delivered to him the unclofed vo- 
lume without any comment. He read 
the paflage to which her finger referred, 
and reftored it with an obfervation, that 
the Britifh cenfor was perfectly confid- 
ent. Geraldine, miftaking this remark 
for approbation, replied, that (he had 
ever thought him fo, and therefore 
drove to form her mind by the exalted 
ftandard his works prefcribed 

€< I agree 
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cc I agree with you," faid Fitzofborne. 
" His writings do indeed prefcribe an 
€€ exalted ftandard of morality. A gi- 
*' gantic one, I fliould rather fay, utterly 
u inadequate to the prefent ftate of the 
« world. His views and writings are, 
cc however, all uniform. An enemy to 
cc levity and fimpKcity, a lover of difci- 
u pline and fyftem, averfe to thofe rights 
« which man inherently- pofifefles, tena- 
«■ cious of thofe bulwarks which fociety 
41 forms, he is repulfive in his politics, 
u uncomplying in his morality, and 
<€ auftere in his religion." 

It was only the laft obfervation which 
convinced the countefs that this exor- 
dium was defigned to cenfure her fa- 
vourite author, and (he began his de- 
fence by- making fome preliminary con- 
ceflions. In extenuation of that air of 
difcontent and depreflion which ever 
pervades his works when he refers to 

the 
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the fituation of a profeffed writer, (h< 
maintained, that large allowances ought 
to be made for the fenfibility of unps 
tronized merit, confeious of defert aife 
ftruggling under calamity. She addeef 
that the fituation of the moralifl: in h— 
early years precluded him from enterin 
into thofe more refined claffes of fociec^ 
whofe amiable polilh might have fofii 
encd the afpericies of his natural ch» 
rafter. But fince the world alreatft 
poffefled many elegant inftruftors, wh « 
knew how to aim the lighter (hafts o 
facirc, and to blend improvement witf 
amufement, perhaps the lover of litera- 
ture would not regret the circumftanccs 
that gave him one lefs urbane rooralift, 
whofe auftere fenfe exhibited the noblcft 
model of energetic sompofition and ex- 
alted principle. 

" Your juftification, madam/ 1 fidd 
Fitzolbornc, " is conclufivc* The page 

"of 
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cc of Johnfon will ever be rcfortcd to by 

t * c the lover of variety, and will claim 

• ** the appropriate commendations which 

* c you have given it, from minds capa- 

I * c ble of appreciating his real worth, 

\* € * He is too profound to be the idol of 

| * c the million : and as his beauties can 

i €€ only be relifhed by an underftanding 

'** as vigorous as his own, fo his precepts 

** feem calculated for difpofitions that 

* c refemble him in firmnefs. On fuch 

€t ftrong minds his tendency to fupcr- 

«* ftition can produce no bad effe<5ta." 

. €€ My acquaintance is too limited," 

rejoined the countefs, " for me to know 

" a perfon to whom I could not fafely 

€€ recommend the works of Johnfon." 

" I beg your pardon," interrupted 
Edward. " I (hould have many objec- 
" tions to lady Arabella's feeing the 
«* paffage which has wrought your mind 
** into its prefent ftate oihigh enthufiafm. 

" The 



I84 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

< c The uncommon fufceptibility and 
cc delicacy of her chara&er would make 
« her feel painful alarms, while I fe* 
€S you only indulge a c fine frenzy.' In 
c< a converfation you lately had with 
<l her, eveji fome of your guarded ex* 
* prefflons have caufed her the moft 

" diftreflVng agitation." 

Lady Monteith recollected that (he 
was talking to a lover, and determined 
to endure a little puerility. She ac- 
knowledged, that it was natural for 
Arabella to feem deprefled immediately 
after the lofe of a friend who had aded 
the part of a fofter-mother to her, and 
ihe promifed to be very cautious in fu- 
ture. " But," continued (he, " I mult 
u own, that the invifible agency of fe- 
cc parated fpirits is a very favourite theme 
€( with me ; and though, contrary to 
" th* opinion of the AbyfTiniaa fage, I 
u could affirm, that we never have any 

4€ certain 
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€€ certain evidence that the dead are 

€C permitted to become obje&s of our 

€C icnfes, I have long rejoiced in the 

cc hope, that our departed friends are 

cc the agents employed by over-ruling 

cc Providence to perform offices of care 

€c and. tendernefs to their furviving con- 

€€ nexions. This thought has moft fire- 

" queotly occurred to me, as I have 

<€ bent 9V<r my deeping children, and I 

c< have fancied glorified beings watched 

" our unconfeious hours with fimilar 

<f attention. When I was once threat- 

<c coed wkh the lofs of my eldefl: darling, 

,f I fbvnd fenfible confolation in the idea 

"of its becoming a guardian cherub to 

"frftain the innocence of its filters 

u through a dangerous world, and to 

" receive my parting fpirit at the hour 

"of my diffolution." 

While the countefs fpoke, her radiant 

eyes were fuffufed with tears. Fitzok 

borne, 
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borne, checking fome unfubdued ftrug- 
glcs of confciencc, which almoft tempted 
him to wifh he could enjoy fuch vifionary 
delights, coolly replied to her energetic 
fpecch : " I ftiould be very forry, ma- 
<c dam, to interrupt thofc agreeable re- 
" veries which in minds of your tern- 
" peraturc can rarely be prejudicial. I 
" fhall only ftate the dangerous confe— 
" quences of fuch illufions becoming 
cc general. What a tremendous fuper— 
<c ftrufture of impofition might prieft— 
<c craft eredt upon fuch a vifionary bafis I 
cc You do not pretend, madam, to fay, 
" that your hopes reft upon any real 
" foundation. The nature of the foul 
<c has hitherto eluded inquiry. It majr 
i€ in time become capable of abfolutc 
" definition ; and though the age is not 
u at prefent fufficiently enlightened to 
cc afford abfolute proof of this fuppofed 
" immaterial fubftance being only a 

" more 
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lore cxquifite configuration of perifli- 
ble atoms, incapable of diftindt exift- 
nce, the glorious cpocha of truth and 
?afon is too near to allow us to believe 
he poflibility of fpe&ral appearances, 
r even of fpi ritual agency, in the 

nanner your imagination prompts you 
3 wifh." 

Though lady Monteith was no deep 
ologian, (he had heard of the mille- 
m, and the fufpenfion of confcioufncfs 
:he difembodied foul ; and (he con- 
ded that Fitzofbejne was a convert 
hofe dodtrines. She was by no means 
ire of the deeper tendency of his 
ws; yet, as fhe thought there was 
lething peculiar in his opinions, fhe 
hed to fathom him upon thefe fub- 
^s. She knew enough of the world 
be convinced, that divinity was not 
favourite ftudy of young men of fa- 
Hi; but fhe knew too, that deep 

learning 
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learning was equally excluded from polite 
circles. Fitzofhornc had been announced 
Co her as the " mirror of information >*' 
and flic faw nothing ridiculous in tf"» 
idea, that a man of reading fliould dtf 
vote a part of his attention to the ftucS. 
of the noblcft truths. Indifference c^ 
ferious fubjc&s was, as far as her o 
fcrvacions extended, combined with \ 
norince and a general relaxation of eniexd 
Fitzofborne's manner evinced energy ar»<l 
attention. She had often felt indigninr 
at hearing the witling attempt to ridicule 
what he did not under ftand, or the li* 
bertine feek to invalidate what he feared 
to believe. But Fitzofborne poflcflcd 
too much real talent to envy the wreath 
that fades upon the coxcomb's brow, 
and his conduit fecmed too correft to 
fupply him with a motive for taking 
flicker in infidelity. I lis fentiments on 
every fubjeft were moral and liberal. 

His 
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lis (jclf- command was exemplary j his 
formation general ; his reafoning, 
taugh flowery, ingenious, and, in lady 
Aonteith's opinion, judicious. I have 
Lready obferved, that her parts were 
ather brilliant than profound* It will 
ot therefore be furprifing, that (he 
hould be eafily entangled in the fnart 
>f a fyllogifin, or that the unfufpe&ing 
Sncerity of her heart rtiould render her 
1 dupe to any one who took the trouble 
to play the fpecious confummate hypo- 
crite. 

In forming her opinion of the dan- 
gerous character which was now cxpofed 
to her obfervation, (he had fallen into 
the fame error of precipitate judgment 
which (he had been formerly guilty of 
in the cafe of lord Monteith. She now 
fuppHed talents with as much liberality 
as (he formerly created virtues. Expe- 
rience had convinced her, that love is 

apt 
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apt to look through magnifying ppuaj 
yet, though one pleafing phantom 
after another, fomething really eftii 
ftill remained ; and on her compari 
her own lot with that of others, 
found abundant reafon to acquiefee in 
ftatc of refigned content. Rec 
fome of Mrs. Evans's early precepts, 
had laboured to fubdue thofe more 
quifite refinements of fenfibility, whi 
vainly look for confummate enjoym 
in this world ; and, without feeling td 
lively regrets for the want of unattainabk j 
good, fhe enjoyed the cup of bleffinj 
which Providence tendered to her ac- 
ceptance. She was in this ftate of mind 
when her acquaintance with Fitzolbornc 
commenced. The peculiarity of his 

character drew her attention. The evi- 

1 

dent infelicity of his connubial profpefc i 
attracted pity. His condutt awakened! 
efteem, and his intellectual fuperioriiyi 

excited 
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jexcited admiration. Neither did (he dif- 

£~>ver from what fecret failing in herfelf 
at admiration fprung, nor that Vanity 
b as great a magnifier as Love. 

Fitzolborne had been fo careful to 
veil his fcepticifm in ambiguous phrafes, 
that lady Monteith's folicitude to dif- 
jcover his principles really arofe from an 
Idea that their Angularity chiefly pro- 
ecded from their excellence, and that 
by converfmg with him (he fhould 
ftrengthen her own convi&ioris. She 
had often lamented, that lord Monteith's 
volatile temper deprived her of that fup- 
porting judgment and dire&ing care 
which the conjugal inftitution was in- 
tended to afford to the fbfter fex. 
Though not doubtful of the propriety 
of her own conduit, fhe naturally wifhed 
it fhould receive the approbation of an 
obferving eye ; and a confeioufnefs of 
jher own abilities was attended with fome 

repugnance 
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repugnance to their " wafting tk 
fireetnefs in the defert air." The frio 
the advifer fhe had long wifhed J 
feemed now to prefent himfelf to 1 
< view in the perfon of an acconapfifli 
intelligent gentleman of irreproacW 
worth, who would foon become a a 
relation. Every idea of impropriety 1 
removed by this latter con fide ratio 
arid, with the ufual imbecility of (ho 
lighted mortals, (he fancied her chafl 
ter might acquire additional luftre 
imbibing the fplendor of fo fair an arcl 
type. She had not difcovered, that 

All was falfe, and hollow ; though his tongue 
Dropp'd manna, and could make the worfe app 
The better reafon, to perplex and dafh 
Matured councils ; for his thoughts were low 
To vice induftrious, but to nobler deeds 
Tim'rous and flothful ; yet he pleas M the ea: 

. Her endeavours to diveft this " Dem 
of ..fentiment ,> of his cherubic v 

w< 
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;, however, ineffectual. Wrapped 
is darling myfticifm, he defied her 
any. His knowledge of the human 
t convinced him how powerful an 

infc fecrefy becomes when wielded 
t fkillful hand, and oppofed to the 
efs fpirit of female curiofity. But 
e he eluded her inquiries, and 
ded a full difcovery of his own opi- 
is, he threw out enough to convince 
that they w$re not only extraordi- 
f but permanent ; and by complU 
iting the fagacious avidity with which 
feized every fentiment he feemed 
arily to difclofe, he routed the min- 
[ folicitude of inquifitivenefs and 
ity, and formed an intereft which he 
jrmined to improve. 

The converfation ended on his part 
1 a panegyric on morality, which he 
ed with oftcntatious ornaments ; and a 
ippic againft the illiberality offuppof- 
ol. 11. k ing 
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ing that exalted minds needed any 
inducement toad rightly than the ab 
lovclinefs of virtue. His laft obfen 
was prefaced by a folemn avowal < 
own refpeft for religion, which h 
knowledged to be a mod ufeful if 
tion, and a neccflary rc(lri£Hon upo 
untutored part of mankind; He 
lady Monte ith in a fort of maze 
gretting that he had not been mor 
plicit on thofe points in which he 
con fe fled his opinions differed from 
delighted with his pure morality, 
enchanted with his converfation; 

Her reverie was interrupted by 
Arabella's rcqucfting the favour 01 
opinion, whether tiffany, jeflamin 
crape rofes, would make the mof 
gant fcftoon. She liftencd with 
plexcd attention to a recapitulate 
the light airinefs of the former ornai 
and the quiet accommodation o 

1; 
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tter ; and flic felt mortified at being 
bfiged to witnefr the cffeft of theff 
Itetnate difplay on her lady (hip's court 
fifcfi. While her eyes were fixed upotf 
tecanfcy, and her thbtights were refgtet- 
tng the wilful negligence, which would 
give to Fitzofbome a frivolous un'mtcl- 
l^geht partner, flie, with the' indifference 
6f Swift's Vanefla, proiiotinCed; an un* 
ionfeibus preference of the crape roles* 
This fiat was decifive> and lady Arabella 
returned to her own apartment with her 
maid arid her milliner ; a happy groups 
till the difcovery, that a lady whbm lady 
Arabella hated wore crape roles, drew 
from the diftrefled fair one feveral pa- 
thetic ejaculations on the peculiar un- 
happineftof her own lot, in being thus 
prevented from having the prettied 
trimming in the world. Some tender 
fears were dropped, which were placed 
the account oT her aunts and after a 

K 2 fe\f 
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few cxpreffions, which from a perfon of 

kfs delicacy might be termed fcolding, 

flic difmiflcd her terrified auditors with 

a declaration, that (he was very low, 

and could not bear contradiction and 
difcppointmentu 

Meantime lady Monteith had returned 
her ftudiei, and began to difcover fome 
of thole faults in her beloved Johnfon 
which Fitzofborne had pointed out, when 
lord Monteith entered the room, highly 
•lated that he had juft made himfelf 
complete matter of " Britons (Irike 
" home," and entreating her to accom- 
pany him upon the harp. She com- 
plied* but the fmileofacquiefcence was 
more of the penOve than of the exhi- 
larating kind * arid her thoughts wan- 
dered to the prohibited haunts of ufelefi 
regrets for the pail, and vain anticipa- 
tions of the future. But while, in her 

career of impoflibilitics, (he was begin- 
ning 
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ing to wifh that Monteith poffeffed the 

• 

itelligent mind of Fitfcofborne, her care- 
dPs hand ftruck a falfe chord, and a me- 
:hanical impulfe aroufed her attention 
ime enough to anfwer her lord's in- 
quiries, if fhe was well, and if any thing 
made her unhappy. His affe&ionate 
folicitude rcftored her mind to its ufual 
temperament, and fhe chided herfelf 
br indulging a thought inconfiftent with 
he gratitude and efteem which (he 
>wcd to her plighted confort. She rc- 
-olledted, that different excellencies be- 
ong to different characters ; and that it 
s the abufe, not the want, of a talent 
tfiich ftamps criminality upon any one. 
he made allowances for the force of 
abit confpiring with ftrong paflions;, 
^rcftrained by an expenfive, yet de- 
rive, education, and inflamed by the 
<Au£tions of affluence and uncontrolled 
cedom of aftion. While thefe reflec- 

k 3 tions 
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lions fuccefilvely occupied her mil 
tender fweetnefs diffufed icfelf ovei 
countenance, and her hand exec 
cc JBritons ftrike home" entirely t< 
fordihip's fatisfa&ioju 



i . . 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Then gay ideas crowd the vacant brain, 
While peers and dukes, and all; their fvtiejfog ttaftf, 
Aad garters, fart, and Coronets appear, •* 

And iri" foft founds, " Your Grace'* falutej the ear* 

Pi) FE. 

FiTfcOttDJiNB's thoughts were now fo 
-eogfofled by his intended attack on the 
principles and honour of lady Monteith, 
Jfastt be felt as fittk interested about the 
xvent of his engagements with lady Am. 
J>dh as if the marriage ceremony bad 
acMy taken place. He was roufed from 
ihis infenfibiiity by the noble vlfcount 
this brother, who, having procured * copy 
of the redoubtable fcttlement, which I 
Jiave^before mentioned, fwore upon his 
honour (his lordfhip, though very fond 
of this oath, was never known to be 
forfworn) that the terms were too hard 

K4 for 



\ 



OOO A TALE OP THE TIMfS. 

for any man above a (hoc-black to abide 
by. " I would have you by all means, 
44 Ned/' faid he, 4i make a better bar- 
« gain for yourfelf. The girl is im- 
u menfcly fond of you, that is evident; 
44 and a fellow with a tenth part of 
" your addrefs would make the pretty 
" driveller accede to any thing. Can't 
44 you give her a little fenttment upon 
44 the occafion, and tell her, that by re* 
" fcrving all her fortune in he* own 
" power, it will be absolutely impoffible 
" for her ever to enjoy the fublimc 
11 gratification of receiving obligations 
44 from the perfon (he loves ? Can't yoa 
44 flour ifh too upon the provifiort in cafe 
44 of fcpantion and divorce, and declare 
" that the frigorific idea petrifies your 
4i whole frame ? Be matter of her fortune, 
11 however, at all events j for let me 
« tell you, my dear lad, a wife's affec* 
" tions in this age arc but a transferable 

cc C om- 
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►mmodity of little permanent value,' 
aflure you.'* 

dward felt too well convinced of his 
ence to doubt the poffibility of his 
liring the glittering prize upon his 
terms* and he fketched in his 
i the only conditions upon which he 
Id confent to give the lady the ho- 
of his name. Thefe conditions 
remarkable for nothing but their' 
y a diredt contradi&ion to lady Ma-* 
a's plan. But on his firft converfe- ' 
with lady Arabella upon the fubjeft 
ifcovered, that he ted greatly mi£- 
1 her chara&er when he attributed 
any degree of pliability in pecuniary <> 
ers. She, indeed, loved to fquan- 
vith thoughtlefs profufion ; but that 
love of fquandering fuggefted the 
riety of retaining the power of 
y foj and the lovers parted with 
; mutual diffatisfaaion : Edward' 

k 5 convinced 
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* cqnYiaccd phat his merits would confer 
honour upon any lady on whom he be- 
flowed Jiis hand, and lady Arabella per- 
fuaded that a younger brother has no 
right to expett a higher office t{ian to 
be his wife's ft c ward, if he be fp lucky 
a} tp engage the good opinion of a 
woman of fortune. Both feeqied in- 
dined to bring their matrimonial pre- 
tentions to a frefh market. He thQughtr 
that his perfpn might attract fame fair 
one equally rich and lefs mercenary *- 
and (he kne\p> that when people calcu- 
late upon good matches there is always 
as great a difference between, prefent 
p^ffeffion and reverfionary expeflatioiv 
as there; is between the comparative 
fplendor of a baronial and a duc^l coro- 
net. The gentleman pondered upon 
the propriety of difcontjnuing his ad- 
dreffes -, but the lady haftened his deli- 
berations by informing him, that if his 
1 . . • ' vifit* 
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vifits at Portland-place were upon her 
account, fhe begged fhe might not in 
future interrupt his important avoca- 
tions; and thus Mr. Fitzofborne wa» 
fuddenly reduced to the fituation of a 
rejected fwain, a condition which the 
vcrfatility of his talents knew how to 
improve. 

Lady Arabella's frivolity, felfifcnefs* 
ind avowed expectation of making fu- 
pf rior conquefts, did not . difcredit the 
fale which Fitzoibornc told of his dif- 
aiiflion. The blunt integrity of lord 
Monteith's chara&et took fire at hi* 
ifter's evident derelidion of the princi- 
ples of honour, conftancy, and female 
delicacy -, and the reluctance with which 
the fpecious Edward appeared to difco- 
cer her caprice- irritated his ardent tem- 
per ftill more. He charged her with 
bafe infidelity and grofs / indecorum *. 
and (he evaded the charge by urging^ 

k6 that 
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' cqnvinccd that his merits would confer 
honour upon any lady on whom he be- 
flowed iiis hand, and lady Arabella per- 
iuaded that a younger brother has no 
right to cxpcd a higher office tjian to 
b^ his wife's ftcward, if he be fo lucky 
ay to engage the good opinion of a 
woman of fortune. Both fcemed in- 
clined to bring their matrimonial pre- 
tcnfions to a frefh market. He thought 
that his perfon might attract fome fair 
one equally rich and lefs mercenary y 
and fhe kne\p, that when people calcu- 
late upon good matches there is always 
as great a difference between prefent 
p^ffeflion and reverfionary expectation*, 
as there is between the comparative 
fplendor of a baronial and a duc^l coro- 
net. The gentleman pondered upon 
the propriety of difcontinuing his ad- 
dreffes * but the lady haftened his deli- 
berations by informing him, that if his 

vifits 
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ome fo very precarious in point of 
lit, that the reprefentative of its ho* 
rs, like Shakefpeare's Percy, had 
5 (C cafl: many a northern look to 
c the Frazer bring up his powers.** 
t illuftrious vilcount indeed could not 

: him fe If a legal title to that fpacious 
rritance which now centered in lady 
bella; but his fraternal wifh of tranc- 
ing it to his own family was not quite 
iterefted. Edward had ever ap- 
red too abftraftcd, too generous, 
too fuperior to low mercenary views* 
deny a brother the loan of a few 
jfands, and his indifference to money 
in the vifcount's opinion the caufe 
is prefen t difappointment ; for had 
whole heart been engrofled by the 
re of advancing his fortune, the 
:ty bird might have beat her gay 
nage in ufclefs vexation, at finding 

herfeH 
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fcerfclf furrounded by too many ft 
-ever to hope for recovered liberty. 

In oppofnion to thofe faturnine oe 
ibrs who affirm that a genteel pair nei 
think or aft in concert, I have to ret 
a fcheme in which the vifcount and 1 
lady cordially cooperated, and whic 
though it might not terminate in an i 
vocation of Venus's antique doves, pr 
tnifed to produce a modern pigec 
The farce commenced with a vifit frc 
the vifcountefs to her dear friend -, d 
ring which fhe heard with mingled ft 
prize and grief that Mr. Fitzofborn 
expe£tations were fo very illiberal, a 
his temper fo very uncomplying, tl 
the connexion was dififolved. She coi 
mended the laudable fpirit which d 
fatted lady Arabella's refolution of fooi 
breaking her heart than fubmitting 
unjuftifiable demands; but when 1 

add* 
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ded, that, by thus afting with proper 
gard to female dignity, Ike had ex* 
:ed the refentmeat of her. brother, the 
dignation of her fympathizing friend 
:cpeded all bounds. With bitter far* 
ifras on the indelicacy of lord Moiw 
ith's interference, (he intreated her to 
move djre&ly to lord Fitzofborne's* 
id afiured her, that, offended beauty 
ould find a prote&or in the vifcount, 
ho woultf either compel Edvyard to 
lake proper conceffions, or difowa him. 

>r a brother. There w^s fome thing 

illy Roman in this fentiment. It was- 

Kpreflfed with becoming dignity y and 

le vifcounteft, ftili farther to enforce 

', added, " You will get a little more 

into the world, n*y dear, from which* 

it is certain,; you have lately been too 

much fccludedr We have frequendy 

little private parties, at which you 

cannot Qbjed; tt> taking a card, for 

" nobody 
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" nobody will know any thing about i£ 
" fo that there cannot be any indeco~ 
" rum. I protcft, I think you grow 
44 more bewitching every hour. Your 
* mourning becomes you fo exquifitely, 
" that in pity to the world I ought to 
" propofc keeping you (hut up, that 
44 other belles may have a little chance; 
" but I own I am malicious enough to 
" wifli to give a little fillip to Edward's 
44 fears. Nothing is fo animating as a 
u rtrong fit of jcaloufy, and I know that 
" to make frefh conquefts you need 
u only appear." So friendship urged % 
and it* arguments were conclulive. 

The parties might now be Aid to be 
fairly drawn up in battle array* for, not 
to yield to the lutzofbornes in hofpitality, 
lord Montcith had infifted that Edward 
Aiould become his gucft; and, though 
thrir tadrs and difpofitions were by no 
means in uoifon, he fancied himfelf 

highly 
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ly gratified with the companion he 
fele&ed; and he was much too 
n an advocate for what he efteemcd 
njured charadter to permit the 
itefs to continue neutral. Fitz- 
rne's affedled dejeftion fbon in- 
ded her feeling heart ; and, though 
could fcarcely confider the lofs of 
Arabella to be a misfortune, (he felc 
great allowance fhould be made for 
r orce of difappointment upon a mincl 
rongly fufceptible. Still incredulous 
o the reality of his attachment, fhe 
inclined to believe, that after he 
acceded to the propofals of his 
ids, a fenfe of honour and. the force 
labit.had produced in his refined dif- 
rion a recurrence of the fame images, 
ch might be almoft fuppofed equi- 
:nt to preference. The void which 
ale caprice had left in his im^gina- 
, muft be at prefent painful, and, 

though 
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though an enlightened underftattt 
would foon occupy the chafm wilfc 
more brilliant fet of ideas, delicate St 
Ability might -be allowed to ftart at i 
illiberal ridicule which a cenfona 
world is ever ready to beftow on 
jilted fwain or a forfaken damfel. 1 
iide, without being mercenary, mvj 
not a prudent man regret the loft Q 
fplendid eftablUhment? To foften t 
regret (he exertedjall the brilliant po* 
of her mind, and all the fcfrinat 
graces of her numerous accompli 
ments. Charmed out of his preten< 
melancholy, Fitzofborne feemed to 
flow a liftlefs attention, varying 
contour of his expreflions as the ftyl< 
ter attraftions required: Sometir 
terminating his filent adulation by • 
claiming,. « Happy Montcith !" 
another expatiating in praife of friei 
ihips or, if he aimed at making 

tr 
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forcible impreffion, he only ir» 
ipted the vivacity of her tones by 
requency of his fighs. But in either 
nee he was equally careful that lord 
iteith (hould hear both the cxclama- 
; and the fighs. 

ifappointed by perceiving that his 
ftion did not yield to time, and 
e than ever convinced chat love 
d not have made fuch an incurable 
nd, the countefs began to fiifpeft 
this diforder was conftitutional, and 
propofed his applying to fociety and 
tge of fcene, the ufual recipe for a 
incholic humour. His conftant re- 
on of invitations induced her to 
te his pride* u Do you know/* 
fhe, « that lady Arabella" flourifhes 
the firft circles, and is become fo 
rry irrefiftible, that not only wits 
d beaus write madrigals to her, but 

« a cer- 



212 A TALK OF THE TIMES. 

" a certain young duke of our acquaint- 
11 ance is thought to be fcrioufly en- 
" tangled ? They are to be at the opera 
" together to-night in his grace's box. 
" Now I intend to go, and take you for 
" my cecijbeo. What fay you to my 
" fcheme ? It will be generous to (hew 
" the young adventurer how Armida 
" metamorphofes her knights before 
" he is irrecoverably enchanted/ 9 

" I am very willing to exhibit mjr 
" woe- begone face, if the publication 
" of it will afford you any amufement," 
returned Fitzofborne. " The duke 
(( and I ihall not exchange any angry 
" glances, and I honour lady Arabella's 
" fincerity too much to feel any refent- 
" ment at her conduct. She has only 
" cxercifed the indubitable right of. 
" every human being. Her heart has 
<c changed its poffcfTor, and (he has 
« obeyed its diftatcs," 

" Docs 
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Does not your candour grant rather 
:> great a latitude here ?" inquired 
:Quntefs. . 
Confidering the prejudices of the 

ncs, I certainly do. But is there 
>t a great degree of cruelty in re- 
liring conftancy from thofc minds 

at have not fufficient fortitude to be 
ally immutable ? And after all, as . 
1 can only affume the appearance of 
is it not alfo unjuft, and wicked 
o, as we create a neccflity for hypo- 
ify ? To difeafes in different confti- 
tions we prefcribe different rcme- 
es; but the diforders of the mind 
uft all be cured by one univerfal 
tnacea. Surely it is only the tyranny 
' cuftom that prevents us from adapt- 
g our moral code to every charafter, 
(lead of ftretching diffimilar minds 
1 the gigantic iron couch defigned 

or a Procruftes/' 

Lady 
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Lady Monteith felt ftartfed." 
rtdolte&fcd that where mudh 
given much would be required j 
tfife text related to difllmilaf 
of doing good, and could not poflWf- 
be urged in extenuation of any viddti 
a&ion. But Fitfcofbofne inferrupl 
her mufings by afluming a gayer air 
than he had lately exhibited. cc I fee," 
faid he, " I fhall have forhe difficulty to 
<c reconcile you to all my dpiniohs j 
" fiiit, no matter; when I legiflate for 
" the world, don't flatter yourfelf, that 
" I (hall propofe a lax fyftem to you. 
u I know how to eftimate vour mental 
" ability, andyour code fhall be rigorous 
" and coercive." 

" " Dare you repeat this fpeech to- 
Cf night at the opera in the hearing of 
« lady Arabella?" faid the countefs. 

<c There requires no courage to re- 

" peat an undifputed truth in the hear- 

5 " ing 
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j of the whole world.^ Lady 
teith forgot her difapprobation of 
lovelty, Angularity, and laxity of 
>fborne's opinions; and as (he 
2 to form her party fpr thq evenings 
aly rememlpered his happy talunt at 
upliment. 
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chap. xxvni. 



or 



It is Jealoufy's peculiar nature 

To fwell (mall things to great \ nay osit of nothing P« 

To conjure much* 



V.J 



IX 



The polite world were fo engroffedty 
engagements, that lady Monteith found 
it impoffible to form a party to her 
fatisfa&ion. ExcluGve of the pale vo- 
taries, who facrifice peace, health, for- 
tune, and honour at the lhrine of Pharo. 
feveral were engaged to the Quizzes, 
and more to the Cabinet of Monkies, 
which was juft opened. The fair coun- 
ted could fcarcely get any body into 
her party but thofe who were left out of 
all others: and they who refufed her 
fecrctly laughed at the rufticity of fup- 

pofing 



k 
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lofing aw body, who lived in the 
vorld, could defer till two o'clock the 
mportant bufinefs of fixing the even- 
ing occupation, She was forced to be 
contented with an antiquated belle of 
the laft age, and a would-be fine lady 
of the prefent, to whom fhe. was lucky 
enough to add a beau, fir Hargrave 
Nappy, a gentleman, who though 
known by every body to be incurably 
deaf, had long laboured under the tan- 
talizing defire of wilhing to be thought 
» connoiffeur in mufic. With this de- 
sign he conftantly attended the opera, 
where his unvarying countenance and 
fixed pofture procured him the appella- 
tion of the pillar of melody. 

Surrounded by the groupe I have 
defcribed, and efcorted by the gallant 
Edward Fitzofborne, lady Monteith 
entered a fide-box oppofite to that 
fchich was occupied by lady Arabella's 

vol. n. l party. 
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party. Had Geraldine intemkd to hav 
fele&ed foils for her own perfon, th 
females in her train were mod happil 
gifted by nature for that purpofe ; an 
in point of celebrity they were jui 
enough known to make it difficult fa 
any lady to decline being their com 
panion. Repeated mortifications ha 
taught them the arcana of high life; an 
the protection of a countefs was fufB 
ciently flattering to confine them to tha 
humble part which they fuppofcd he 
ladyfhip intended they (hould fuftair 
Claiming fir Hargrave for their flian 
of the beaus, they invited him to (eat 
himfclf between them, and they ad- 
dreflcd all their obfervations to him, 
without once turning their heads to 
liften to the conveifation which paffed 
behind them. But fir Hargrave was fo 
abforbed in opera ecftacies,that unlefshis 
eye happened to inform him that he was 

peculiarly 
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peculiarly addrefled, all the/mart things 

Spafled utterly unnoticed. Indeed the 

•nly honour that they ever received 

as a half bend, after which the amateur 

f***t fumed his former eredt pofition, and 

I Vith one hand in his bofom, and the 

*>ther (on which was a fine antique) 

beating time on the front of the box, he 

repeated, like Shakefpcare's Lorenzo, 

u Mark the mufic." 

L 

It is a very great pity that thefe un* 
fortunate /mart things fhould be wholly 
loft. The prefcient mufe at lead muft be 
foppofed to have heard them ; but I feel 
(b anxious to return to the reft of the 
party, that I muft defer the recapitula- 
tion of them to fome other opportunity, 
promifing, if pofllble, either to inter- 
weave them with the hiftory of my 
travels, or, if I have no other means of 
introdudtion, to give them to the world 

l 2' in 
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in the form of " More laft words m 
Mrs. Prudentia/' 

The blooming Geraldine never ap 
peared fo enchanting. She perceivcc 

with a degree of pleafure, in which lb 
did not fufpeft any criminality, that tb 
adventures of her box proved infinitel 
more in te retting to lady Arabella, tha 
the devoirs of the noble duke whom (h 
wifhed to exhibit as her captive. FitZ 
ofborne was in excellent fpirits. Tfa 
countefs enjoyed the circumftance. Sh 
thought he had been extremely ill ufe« 
and flic applauded the fpirit which coal 
return infult with contempt. His £l 
tentions to hcrfelf, confidered in thi 
point of view, gave her fincere toft 
fadtion. She returned them. Hei 
natural vivacity, combining with ac- 
cidental circumftances, hurried her into 
a degree of mirth, which, to thofe who 
were unacquainted with its motives, ap- 

9 peared 
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id to border upon coquetry, more 
the innocence of her heart and the 
tude of her principles would have 
litted. 

ut while the lamb, balking in the 
5 of noon, bounds over the flowery 
ck, the wolf watches its haunts and 
itatcs its deftru&ion. To exemplify 
3aftoral fimile : Fitzofborne faw with 
olical exultation, that Geraldine's 
iviour had attra&ed general at- 
on. He doubted not but calumny 
Id be ready to frame fome malignant 
per, and he underftood the maxim 
:h teaches that <c virtue rarely fur- 
s the lofs of reputation." Though 
onceived that the powers of his own 
ntion were fully equal to overthrow 
defence which lady Monteith might 
:e, he did not difdain adventitious 
His watchful eye> though feem- 
y only fixed on the lovely form 

l 3. which 
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which was fcatcd by him, had difcovcr— 
ed lord Montcith in the pit. He per- 
ceived too that he was attentive to hif 
lady's behaviour, and he fancied he read 
difplcafure in his countenance. " Can 
" this thoughtlcfs animal," faid Fitz- 
ofbornc to himfclf, " have any thing 
lfc like jealoufy in his compofition ? He 
" fecms lefs carclcfs than ufual. If fo, 
" it is indeed above my hopes." 

While he ruminated on this idea* 
the door of (he box opened, and a 
young man of fa (h ion ftepped in. He 
was an intimate friend of lord Mon* 
teith's* and, feeing the countefs in 
what he thought a new point of view, 
he was defirous of fharing the pleafure 
which her converfation afforded. This 
did not increafc the gaiety of the party. 
The appearance of a ft ranger caufed a 
temporary interruption. Geraldine re- 
collected her thoughts, and her natural 

delicacy 
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: $ <klicacy Teemed to (brink from an in- 
tfufion which, though fan&ioned by the 
"*edom of our prcfent fyftcm of man- 
§ **crs, fccmed inconfiftent with ftridt 
-*■ politenefs. His ftyle of addrefs too 
I ^as bold and familiar, very different 
from the infinuating fenfibility of Fitz- 
plborne, who, though confeious of dif- 
rinftion, never appeared to prefumc 
upon favour. She determined to mark 
her approbation of his behaviour by her 
own conduit, and, inftead of the con- 
fidence and vivacity which marked her- 
deportment previous to the entrance 
of her new gueft, fhe became as cold 
and circumfcribed in her anfwers as 
the rules of civility could poffible ad- 
mit. 

Lord Monteith now entered the box; 
and, as he never concealed any fenti- 
ment, the difpleafure he felt was ftrongly 
marked in his countenance* He had 

l 4 heard 
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heard his lady pointed out as uncom- 
monly beautiful by a ft ranger who foi 
next him; and though he was very wcl 
pleafed with that plaudit, the fnbfequen 4 ' 
obfervations were not fatisfaftory. Tc 
the words, " Charming creature I * 
were added, " and fo gay, fo lively t»c 

9 

" in her manners ! what a happy rri&r 
" that gentleman mud be !" Tit* 
ftranger was juft arrived from th£ 
country, and unwittingly fuppofed ihmt 
a married pair would not forfeit their 

w 

claims to celebrity by appearing »t 
the fame entertainment" in' the Tame 
party. Every exclamation v wHich ht 
littered in compliment of the afFe&ion- 
ate attention of this peer Ids couple in- 

■ 

creafed the earl's reftleflhefs; and, no 
longer able to conceal his own right 
to the charmer who thus fafcinated all 
eyes, he fuddenly rofe and joined her. 
He had feen nothing in her manner 

which 



? 
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lich cuftom did not juftify, and Fitz- 

%ft>orne was of all others the friend in 

rhom he could mod confide. Yet, 

'Without knowing what to blame, he 

diought the laws of cuftom required 

fevifal. 

Gcraldine had not that fpecies of for- 
titude which fees difpleafure on a huf- 
band's brow without any fentiment but 
exultation. She was ignorant of thofe 
principles which teach the diflipated 
wife who has long renounced the power 
of pleafing to exult in the capacity of 
giving pain. The light heart which 
had prompted the gay repartee became 
loaded with fudden deprefiion, and the 
frolic fmile vanished with the unaffe£ted 
vivacity which had given it birth. 

The world had much to fay on the 
adventures of this evening. Poor Ara- 
bella ! every body was very forry for 
her. Lady Monteith had certainly 

l 5 fpirited 



2l6 A TALE OF THE TIME!* 

fpirited away her lover. Her exult* 
ation upon the occafion was rather too 
marked for a woman of prodigious 
decorum; and really! if fhe did con- 
tinue to flirt it fo notorioufly in public, 
fhe muft renounce her pretentions to 
fuch very drift propriety, and confent 
to be thought no better than other 
people. 

At coming out of the opera Fitz- 
ofborne tapped lord Monteith upon 
"the fhouldcr, and afked him, how he 
difpofed of himfelf for the evening* 
" At home, if you have nothing better 
" to propofe :" was the anfwer. " There 

" is a fpirited fctjuft gone to Brookes V f 
continued Fitzofborncj " fuppofe we 
" follow them to obferve manners and 
« characters." His lordfhip had no 
objection. 

Early in lord Monteith's life his 
name was unfortunately familiar to the 

frequenters 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. 2Q.J 

equcnters of the gaming-table and the 
sroes of the turf. His attachment to 

te lovely Geraldine leffened that dan- 
:rous propenfity > and, though (he had 
iled in her endeavours to infpire a love 
: elegant pleafures, indifference for his 
rmcr purfuits had gradually incrcafed 
difguft : the lefs pernicious fports 
the field, and a boy ifh turn of amufe- 
tnty fucceeding in occupying a mind 
3 volatile to feek pleafure out of its 
rn refources. But fince his lordfhip's 
guft and forbearance arofc more from 
? abfence of temptation than from any 
ed principle, the fight of the card 
>le and the rattle of the dice-box ex- 
sd paflions which increafed the un- 
>ducd emotion that he had felt at the 
?ra. 

He propofed to Fitzofborne to form 
arty. Edward pleaded a total want 
Ikilf j protefted, that he had a fixed 

l 6 abhor- 
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Abhorrence of the gaming-table; and 
declared, that he never vifited thofe 
fcenes, except to ftudy the human cha- 
rafter, and to moralize on the fatal 
effects of the impetuous palBon of ava- 
rice. His reflections were foon finiflied 
that evening, for in a little time he pro- 
fefled himfelf wearied with the fcene, and 
he propofed to lord Monteith that they 
fhould retire to a private room. There 
too he felt the moments drag heavily, 
and it was mutually agreed to enliven 
them by a friendly game at picquet. 

The flake firft propofed was trifling. 
Monteith was unfuccefsful. He tranf- 
ferred his latent refentment to the cards, 
which he ftamped under his foot; called 
for a new pack, and infiftcd upon 
doubling the fum they played for. The 
events of the evening put fcveral hun- 
dreds into Fitzofborne's pocket; and 
his fuccefs might ftill have been greater, 

but 



A TALE OF TtfE TIMES. 11$ 

tifetit neither his fricndfliip nor hij 
^fiOtiour would (he protcfted) permit 
kim to urge his good fortune any fur- 
ther. " Your temper," faid he, " is too 
•* warm ; and I hope the little vexations 
cc of this evening will convince you of 
€€ die ncceffity of felf-control, or at leaft 
, c f prevent you from trying your chance 
w with thofe who might take the un- 
" generous advantage of your agitation, 
€€ which I fcorn to ufe." 

cc I value not money," faid Monteith 
angrily 5 " nor can the curfed cards agi- 
€ * tate me. A truce with your morality 
€t therefore, Edward ; when I want a 
" monitor, it is time enough for you to 
" inveft yourfelf with that dignity/' 

" I am not in a refentful humour," 
returned Fitzofbornc fmiling. t€ I fhall 
cc therefore very gladly rcfign my dig- 
fC nity, as you term it. Indeed, I have 
" been a little unlucky in the exercife 

" of 
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« of it this evening. Yet if my * 
" meant admonitions are but rem 
" bered by my friends, the difintci 
" ednefs of my attachment will en 
" me to fupport a little tranfient a 
" mony." 

€C Where clfc did you play the ] 
" turer?" inquired Monteith, careleii 

" Where I faw a little impropriet 
replied Fitzofbornc, with fupprefled 
nificance. 

" And did you fucceed no be 
" than you have done with me?" c 
tinued the earl, with increafing anxie 

" I don't know. The chara&ei 
cc had to deal with was more guar 
" than you are." 

" What caufed your reproof?" ( 
his lordfhip, with affe&ed cafe, and \ 
parently occupied in forting the ca 
into three divifions. 

"II 



- >. 
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Cf I believe nothing but the too great 
? c flicety of my own feelings ; for on re- 
€t viewing the affair I cannot fee any 
€€ thing effentially wrong; and I begin 
cc to think thofe rules which impofe 
<c fuperior caution on perfbns who are 
€C objefts of public admiration unnecef- 
€C larily fevcre." 

€€ The fentiments of ladies," refumed 
Monteith, " are generally more delicate 
cc in thefe points than thofe of men. 
« c Suppofe you make Geraldine your 
cc cafuift in this bufinefs: She will tell 
€€ you if you went too far in your ad- 
t€ monitions." 

cc By no means," faid Fitzofborne, 
{hatching the cards. <c Come, enough 
€€ of one fubjeft. Shall we have an- 
ci other game ?" 

cc No ! I am tired j and as I love to 
<f have every doubtful bufinefs cleared 
€t up, we will go home to fupper, and 

« I wiU 
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tt I will mention your uneafmefs to 
" Monteith, that you may deep w 
a disburdened confcicnce." 

Fitzolbornc ftartcd. cc How < 
"you to difcovcr, that the hafty 
<c nion which I injudicioufly utt< 
w really difpleafed her? Let me 
cc jure you, my lord, by all our fri 
€S fhip, endeavour to reftore me tt 
" favour, and be convinced that 1 
u only have forfeited it through i 
" vertence.' 1 

Lord Monteith fmiled with the < 
fctdus fuperiority which attends a 
cefsful feint, and aflured the alar 
Fitzofborne, that, if he would cane 
acknowledge the nature of his offc 
he might depend upon his interpofi 

"It really," returned Edward, " 
w nothing of confequence. You ! 
" often charged me with pofieflii 
€C ftoical fternnefs, and I confefs f 
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my notions arc auftere. The 
untcfs was in very lively fpirits 
is evening." 

Was fhe?" faid Monteith, Wring 

ips. 

I faid fomething to her, I forget 

lat, refpefting the eafe with which 

•itifh matrons publicly permit the 

vances of notorious libertines. I 

g yotrr pardon, Monteith, I know 

is your friend j but I muft own, I 
peated this with more energy when 

Richard' Vernon came into the 
*. Tfoii know his notions are 
oWedly licentious." 
It was very friendly of you/' cx- 
led his lordfhip, with a voice con- 
rd with paflion. cc Did he talk to 
iy Monteith in an improper ftyle ?" 
By no means. Yet there was fome- 
lat freer in his addrefs than I (hould 
ve approved had the lady been my 

cc wife ; 
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" wife ; and I ft It for my abfcnt friend. 
" The blizeofyourGcraldine's charms, 

" my lord, is loft upon me. Beauty 
" can never more affeft my heart. But 
" I too well recoiled the emotions it 

" has caufed not to wifli fir Richard to 
" avoid lady Monteith, at lcaft if he 
" refpeds his own tranquillity." 

" And could Geraldine refent your 
" friendly obfervation ?" interrupted 
Monteith. 

" She only anfwered, that I was grown 
" fplenetic, for public places (andioned 
<c thefe intrufions. I however obferved, 
" that fhe did not (peak to me any more 
" during the whole evening/' 

" I dcteft caprice. She (hall ac- 
rc knowledge the fricndlineft of your 
" motives." 

" Oh ! for heaven's fake ! do not in- 
" tcrferc in that ftyle. You will alarm 
" her pride, and fink me for ever in her 

cc opinion* 
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* opinion. Bcfide, you will utterly prc- 
<c vent any future effort on my part 
€€ gently to reftrain thofe very agreeable 
w fpirits which may be liable to mifcon- 
IC ftrudtion. To own the truth, I thought 
tc - to-night (he attra&ed particular atten- 
"tion." 

cc Her prudence/' exclaimed the earl, 
who, though he had imbibed the poifon 
of infinuation, was yet offended by a 
diredt attack, " is as exemplary as her 
l * chara&er is fpotlefs*" 

<c True," replied Fitzoflborne, " but 
t€ think of the malignity of the 
l€ world." 

<c Who dares to impeach her con- 
l€ dudl ?" continued her lord, with in- 
creafed violence. 

" What does not envy and calumny 
t( dare?" cried the fenti mental torturer, 
;c But I fee my friendfliip is troublefome. 
t€ However, Monteith, recoiled, that 

" you 
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you artfully wound the fecret out of 
ine, and therefore have no right to be 
difplcafcd at the difclofurc." 
" Your hand, Edward. Excufc my 
warmth. My wife is too dear to me, 
to allow me to hear the lead cenfure 
caft upon her behaviour with indif- 
ference. I venerate the excellence of 
your heart, and 1 love your franknefiu 
I am frank myfclf, though I own I 
did ufe a little circumlocution to dis- 
cover what you certainly never In* 
tended me to know. I tyas too fubtle 
there. Was I not ? But come, think 
no more of it. Perhaps lady Mon- 
teith might be a little wrong; but I 
know you both meant well, and Use 
will readily forgive you." 
" Then, as a pledge of your renewed 
efleem, let me entreat you never to 
mention this affair to her. I may 
have been too fufceptiblc, and have 

" mi (lake n 
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* miftaken her filence for rcfentment; 
f for I am convinced I mifconftrued 

* her preceding behaviour/' 
Monteith pledged his honour for 

fecrefy, and endeavoured to diflipate his 
chagrin by humming an air. But the 
idea that Fitzofborne had feen fome- 
thing wrong in Geraldine, and his re- 
colle&ion of the ftranger's convcrfation, 
funk deep into his mind, and clouded 
the gay vacuity of his thoughts with 
fpe&rcs fearful as " the green-eyed 
aionfler" which haunted the frank and 
noble Moor, who, like lord Monteith, 
€€ thought men honeft who but feemed 
to be fo." 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

No might *©r greatncfs in mortality 

Can Cenfure 'fcape j back-wounding Calunt 

The whiteft virtue ftriket. 

Sbakcsfi 



Vick always appears to be moft all 
when its machinations are crowned 
fuccefs. During the dangerous p 
of youth, while the paflions are w 
die imagination lively, and the ji 
ment weak, the fpe&ator feels a bi 
favour of that adventurer whole c< 
(marked by ingenuity) leads to a fp 
attainment of his defires. But c 
Inexperience reflect, and Impetu 
pauie, the couch of even the moft 
fperous villain would prefent no allt 
fpe&acle. Fitzofborne's plans had 
therto anfwered his wifhes. His fpec 

mar 
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manners had acquired the efteem of the 
countefs, and the unbounded confidence 
of her lord. He had obtained a firm 
footing in the family j had fown the 
baleful germ of fufpicion, fo fatal to do- 
meftic peace i and the difplcafure and 
gtoom which occafionally pervaded lord 
Monteith's countenance convinced him 
that it had taken root. Calumny was 
prepared to doubt the (lability of Geral- 
dine's honour; and Calumny, like a 
peftilential blaft, can taint the innocence 
itaflails. To thefc engines of fedu&ion 
anight be added the fophiftical principles 
of falfc philofophy, which, though 
cautioufly adminiftered and often reject- 
ed, (till, like the delved mine, poffcfs a 
P&wer capable of fubverting the firmed 
^Oral virtue, if not founded on the 
°ck of religion. 

^Yet Fitzofborne was wretched. The 
fc^ocity of his defigns haunted his pillow, 

not 
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not with a fenfc of remorfe, but with tin 
apprehenfion of danger. The fituatio 
of the lady was exalted * her charade 
was exemplary $ her connexions wcr 
refpe&able* her hufband, as he ha 
lately difcovercd, was not only tcnaciou 
of her reputation! and vain of her at 
tractions, but alfo confeious of he 
'merits, and fincerely attached to he 
pcrfon. Though the earl's apprehenfio 
was peculiarly flow, his paflions were e 
remarkably vehement; and his (kill z 
the various ofFcnfivc weapons was I 
great, that his opponent could hav 
very little chance of cfcaping with life 
if called to make the amende honorabk 
Fitzofborne's fortunes were 'almoft de 
fperatc. Worldly prudence fecmec 
therefore, to point out the neceffitye 
applying his ingenuity in devifing fom 
plan of improving his circumftance* 
inftead of wafting his talents in apurfir 

whic 
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which only promifed danger, or, to 
(peak according to his ideas, " barren 
honour.'' 

Notwithftanding thq appearance of 
open hoftility, he held a private cor* 
Tefpondence with the vifcount's family ; 
and his intelligence from thence con- 
firmed his oton opinion, that the breach 
with lady Arabella was not totally irre- 
parable. Her vexation at his attention 
to lady Monteith was too lively to be 
concealed, and too fincere to yield to 
the hopes which the noble duke's in- 
creafing admiration infpired. In vain 
did (he recoiled detecting him incognito 
at the theatre, looking at her through 
his opera-glafs. In vain. did (lie re- 
member her morq fplendid triumph, 
when he prefented her with a ticket for 
.lady Fillagree's fancied ball, inferibed 
cc To the faireft." Fitzofborne faw his 
affiduities without emotion. The noble 

^ol. ii. m duke's 
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fluke's ftfttiinents were known to be in- 
Srlif^fcibus to marriage; and no kdy, 
who had not abfolutely determined to 
' be a duchels, could even affeft to find 
fetisfadion in his converfation. 

FfczoJborne poized the chance of lu- 
crative advantage with precifion; and, 
as he had no inclination for flecping in 
the bed of honour, he beftowed fome 
forethought on the hazards he ran by 
purfuing his illicit dcfigns againft the 
lovely countefs. Since he deemed his 
fucccfs certain, it was unneceffary to 

examine the effeft of a difappointment. 
Great prudence, great caution, and great 
morality, might prevent a rencontre. 
He might be unwilling to lift his arm 
againft the life of his friend; he might 
refpeft the laws of his country; or his 
health might impofe the neceffity of a 
tour for its reftoration. The laft ftep 
would be the moft convenient, in cafe 

lord 
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Monteith applied for legal damages, 
?, however lajrge the fum given by 

verdift, abfence and incapacity 
Id be a receipt in full. The next 

of the injured hufband rauft be a 
>rce, and the deferted lady could not 
1 objedt to taking refuge in a fecond 
riage, which was the only chance of 
)ring her again to the world, if not 

untainted, at lcaft with a convalef- 
chara&er. Gcraldine was an heirefs, 
it was to be fuppofed that her fet- 
icnts were made with proper pre- 
ion. Even as a wife flie was in- 
sly more defirable than Arabella; 

though the illiberally of hufbands 
it wi(h to fecure their domeftic 
rflions by an impafifable inclofure, 
ern fpirit had proved itfelf able 
irmount every fences and the lady 
it give away herfelf and her property 
ral times over, without calling upon 

m 2 death 
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death to cancel a former bond. The 
world indeed would at firft be angry; 
but the times were very liberal. People 
would allow for the force of irrefiftible 
temptation. They would plead, that it 
was impofliblc to forbear adoring fuch a 
charming creature. The blame would 
be happily transferred to my lord, who 
ought never to have admitted a friend 
into his family, or to have trufted her 
out of his fight ; and in a litde time 
every body would vifit Mr. Fitzofborne 
and his lady, and perhaps even find 
them out to be a very worthy and ex- 
emplary pair. 

Confirmed in his defigns not more 
by his own infidious inclinations than by 
the falfe notions which prevail even 
amongft the more principled part of 
that important circle called the great 
world, Fitzofborne profecuted his nefa- 
rious plans ; and he determ'ned, that if 

fear, 



K 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. 245 

(car, or as he called it prudence, did 
not check, cortfpun&ion (hould not difr 
(bade. Chance, and the credulous con- 
fidence of lord Monteith, favoured his 
wifhes. Cards of invitation to lady 
Fillagree's petit Joupe had been fent to 
the Monteiths, and the countcfs had not 
only chofen her character, but (he had 
alfo decorated an Italian tiffany with 
feftoons of violets, in which drefs fhe 
intended to perfonify the Perdita of 
Shakefpeare. Her anxious entreaties 
had prevailed upon her lord to accom- 
pany her in the habit of the royal Flo- 
rizel; and this mark of attachment on 
her part, and condefcenfion on his, 
proraifed the renewal of domeftic har- 
mony. The expected evening ap- 
proached, when a note from the minif- 
tcr requefted lord Monteith's attendance 
in the houfe of peers. Bufinefs of 
great importance was to be agitated ; 

m 3 a via- 
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a violent oppofition was cxpe&ed; and 
the honour of his lordfliip's fopport 
would confer a lading obligation. The 
earl was not in the habit of courting 
minifterial favour j he difliked the tafk 
of attendance ; and the labour of liften- 
ing to a long debate was always fuf* 
fictently terrific to make him prejudge 
the queftion. Yet though no ottt trtr 
took lefs pains to acquire real authority, 
he was very well pleafed to be thought 
a man of confequencej and the mbifteT*! 
requeft was too preffing to be declined. 
Geraldine wiflied to give up her en- 
gagement i but my lord had fixed upon 
a plan that would fettle every thing, 

and to which his own diflike of mafked 
balls and fancy fuppers gave a determi- 
sate (lability. It was, that Fitzofborne, 
inftead of fpending the evening alone m 
the library, fhould be her efcort. My 
lord's drefs would fit him pretty exa&Iy, 

and 
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Edward's cxcufcs anfwcrcd the end 
which they were defigned, which 

Vas to fix my lord mod pofmvely ia 

kis determinations. 

The entertainment was to be given 
at a villa a little diftancc from town. 
Geraldine dreffed early ; but her heavy 
heart feemed to anticipate fomedifaftrous 
ifluc. My lord came into her drefiing- 
room to fee if (he looked her chara&er ; 
and while he contemplated the fimplicity 
and cxquifijte adaption of her ornaments, 
the apprehenfions with which he had 
been lately tortured returned. " Do 
€t not/* faid he, cl dance with Vernon, 
fC nor any of that fet, if they fhould afl< 
" you. Plead that you are engaged to 
cc Fitzofborne, or elfe fay that you are 
"tired." 

" Will not that have a " fingular 
" appearance ?" inquired the counte fs. 

* 

m 4 " You 
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" You have a ftrange apprchenfive- 
" nefs of Angularity, Gcraldine. Don't 
«« you remember your father's words, 
11 that there is no fhamc in being the 
" only perfon who alts as Ihe ought to 
« do ?" 

" Suppofe then," faid her ladylhip, 

" I do not dance at all." 

" What ! when all the world knows 
« that you are very fond of dancing ? Is 
u that the way to avoid Angularity ? 
" And why this avcrfion to my friend ? 
" Cannot you forgive him for offering 
M you fome advice which you was too 
" carelefs to attend to ?" 

" My dear lord, there has been fomc 

u little mifundcrftanding, certainly. I 

41 am far from having any averfion to 

" Ficzofborne, and as far from being 

u offended at his giving me any advice. 

" I do not even recolleft the circum- 

" (lance/' 

" O ! you 
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- €€ O ! you give it that turn, do you-? 
"But you undcrftand my prefentpro- 
, cc hibition, I fuppofe, and you will re- 
€€ member it," 

" Undoubtedly. And do you re- 
cc colleft, that depending upon your ac- 
€C companying me, I have not formed 
cc any party. If pofiible come away 
« from the houfe, and join me at Rich- 
" mond." 

€t You are grown a coward, Geraldine. 
cc However I will come, if I canj but 
" Fitzofborne is furely a fufficient guard. 
u Tell Arabella to do that worthy fel- 
<c low juftice, or I ffrall difown her for 
" my fitter." 

The vivacity of lady Monteith had 
received fo ftvere a check that fhe 
could not recover her fpirits during her 
ride to lady Fillagree's. Fitzofborne 
difcovered her dejeftion. " I know," 

faid he, " fuch folicitude is often very 

m 5 " trouble- 
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" troublcfottic; yet the fervency of tny 
" friendfhip will not permit me to fee 
" you difpirited without inquiring into 
" the caufc of your depreffion." 

" It is fo wholly feminine/' returned 
(he, " that it is abfolutety undefinable, 
and muft be fct down in the catalogue 
of my unaccountable*, urilefs 1 fhould 
give as a reafon, what 1 am very un- 
willing to admit * I mean, an idea of 
my lord's, that feme date or another 
I did not treat your good advice with 
fufficientdeference. Pray, Fitzofborne, 
when did you play the moral iftj and 

when was I fbciha reffraftory pupil ?" 
" Ah Montcith! this is one Of »thy 
mifconceptions. I wilt explain the 
whole affair, madam, though it is too 
ridiculous to hierit repetition. You 
recollect the night wc were together 
at the opera/' 
" PcrfcdUy." 

« And 



*< Aad that *e WS»rn tp&fte pbfcrya- 
ff 4<W which J made op j&e Jaefotviour 
« f fof jftdy AraheUfc you fftkJ >v dif^f>w**T 
« c jRent J»d matfe mc j(plpi*fle ?" 

* c J .do." 

« J^jr4 Moi«pith hejisd ypHr ,anffoer 
« c gs tfep <enftred *fce box; ,*ad ,l»c will 

^ c ipi»flfeos wise ppintftd ftf $9& v * 
* c aeproof for foorcduog ip»yftw nwwucr 

cc to VsWH*. J fliuft flXQflfe hifli J>y 
cc ^Hig, that ^c *a$ ,* UttklfluftcisdL 

* J followed him ,to Jtaotitoib wiwre 

* metfeon Hefted r~-W 

< c {&> Brook**'* ■! Doos ny ,k*d .-fee- 

"»Q you tempter! Noj il :bwe<tp© 
cc !«iuch honour *o ; ie wal ferrets. The 
" a3wjwa$>foQii *xplatac<t» J wasjgotpg 
"ito iay>— .for Montcith feallyihasaarcry 
w jgQod*hcart, which excufesa litde ac~ 

* jcidemd puzzk-fw5cdnc6. ,> 

m 6 Gcraldinc 
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Gertldine coloured \ but her Proteus 
companion gave her no time to refent. 
Looking out of the chariot window, he 
rclapfcd into fentimenr. " See, dear 
u lady Montcith," faid he, " how flic 
" giddy throng haften to this fcftival of 
H oftentatious vanity* A reflecting 
u mind, on contemplating this croud 
4i of carriages, mult feet other fenfations 
u than thofe of pleafure* Not to men- 
11 tion the fufFerings of thofe noble ani- 
" mats who draw the vehicles of tyrant 
" man, the fnuation of matter and fen- 
fl vant, as exhibited upon the prefcnr 
" occafion, is enough to cure the mod 
" obdurate heart of its partiality for 
" thofe diftinftions of rank which cor- 
rupt fociety now exhibits. How re* 
pugnant to the feelings of univerfaP 
ir love is that pale > emaciated footman, 
" who, expofed to the inclemency of 
<<thc feafons, fufpenda the flambeau 
f ' " over 
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Cf !bver the carriage of his voluptuous 
.** matter ! How remote tnuft that man 
* c ftill be from the ultimate perfection of 
* c his nature, who can enjoy the pleafures 
*< of a crowded affembly, while his 
* € coachman quakes in the warping 
€€ wind, or (brinks beneath the pelting 
fc ftorm ! It is the cruelty of a Mezen- 
, <c tius: The living body is. united to 
« putridity." 

" There is fomc juftice in your ob- 
*' fervations," faid the countefsj " and 
cc it behoves us as individuals to leflen 
"the evils of that inequality which 
"public good requires. " The carriages 
now flopped; and as Fitzofborne led 
her to the gay affemblage of beauty, 
fancy, and elegance, her reflexions on 
his character concluded with an obferva- 
tion, that " his very failings leaned to 

the fide of virtue." - 

.The 



The ball went on very much like 
ether balls. Sir Richard Vernon and 
Several gentlemen of hii caft of chaia&cr 
were prcfent, and Gcraldioe complied 
punctually with her lord's injundlion, 
either to fit down, or to dance with 
Fitzoiborne. She had forgot to account 
for his appearing in a drcft (o correfpon* 
dent to her own; and when fome ladies, 
by pointing it out, alarmed her fcpfe 
of propriety, her explanation was em* 
barraflcd, and confequently fufpicious* 
As at the opera, Fitzoiborne's attentions 
were confined to her* and hiStclegjuic 
add re fs and polite vivacity added the 
fneer of envy to the whifper of »4c- 
tra&ion. Lady Arabella had indeed 
the honour to move down fone dance 
with the dulcet but his grace was (o 
fatigued by the exertion, that he was 
obliged to renounce danciog, and to 

have 



or 
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have recourfe to Caffino for the reft of 
die evening. Her fucceeding partners 
ranked no higher than commoners, 
without poffefling any of the innate dif- 
tin&jons which gave celebrity to the 
partner of Fitzofbornc. He had only 
bowed to her in the mod diftant man- 
ner poflible. Her fmile of invitation 
was unanfwered; and fhe began to 
think a fainting fit was the only chance 
of routing the monfter's attention. She 
performed it in the greateft perfedtion ; 
but on opening her eyes (he felt a little 
mortified to find, that neither he nor 
the countefs appeared in the circle 
which had gathered round her. Another 
.glance convinced her, that they were 
not in the room. 

€< The heat of this apartment/' faid 

,the lovely fufferer, " is infupportable. 

; tf Do, nay deareft Harriet, lend me 

" your. arm, and let me breathe a little 

i( pure 
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« pure air in the veftibule." The vif- 
countefs complied, and the miftrefa of 
the ceremony with feveral other ladies 
accompanied the fair invalid* 

Lady Arabella cad a feminizing 
glance upon the fuite of chambers 
through which (he was led ; but (he 
defcended into the veftibule without 
making any difcovery. It had been 
converted into an orangery for the oc- 
cafion, and decorated with a variety of 
lamps taftefully fufpended. The many- 
coloured light trembling on the fragrant 
exotics, the freftwefs of the air, the ftill- 
nefs of the fcene, and the extenfive view 
which it admitted of the u ftars in all 
their fplendor" and " the moon walking 
in brightnefs," afforded a (hiking 
contrnft to the glittering but artificial 
fecne which they had juft left* Lady 
Arabella and her friends were not the 
only admirers of its enchanting effeft, 

for 
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■r at the upper end ftood the countefs 
id Fitzofborne. 

<f Pray let us go back," fhrieked 
idy Arabella, who however did not 

Quch doubt their identity, " I am 
$ quite frightened. Somebody is here." 
The lady of the houfe declared, that it 
ould be nobody whom (he could objeft 
o, while the charitable vifcountela 
vhifpered, " that it would be rude to 
c interrupt a private party." 

€C O ! not for the univerfc," exclaimed 
Arabella, " I would die a thoufand 
c deaths rather than be rude." 

The countefs advanced with an air of 
afy dignity, which the inquifnive looks 
>f the other ladies foon difcompofed. 
« Blefs me, fitter," faid the candid 
Arabella, cc I really did not think it was 
c you." — " And Edward too," continued 
he fignificant lady Fitzofborne j <c how 
i do you do ? There is no fuch thing 

« as 
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« as catching your attention for one 
€< moment this evening. How came 

* your auftcrity to condefcend to vifit 
u thefe tinfel amufements ?" 

u Pardon me, madam," faid Edward 
bowing refpe&fully to lady Arabella, 
" thofe amufements cannot be tinfel 

* which have the power of attrafling 
" fterltng merit/' Her ladyfhip did 
not deign to take the kaft notice of 
his fubmiflion, but continued whifpering 
the countefs : " So you hare one con- 
u ftant cecijbeo I fee, and Monteith fbrys 
" at home. Very Angular, I vow. But 
4€ was you not afraid of taking cold 
u during this long conversation ?" 

<c No," replied Geraldine with re- 
covered • compofure * " our converfa- 
" tion was too interefting ; for me to 
" think of cold. What if I lhould tell 
" you, Arabella, that fome part of it 
" related to yourfelf. But you really 

" treat 



« 
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eat your faithful fwain's advances in 
>o contemptuous a ftylc for me to 
egin my requeftcd intcrceffion, or 
yen to deliver to you a meffage 
om your brother on the lame fub- 

The party had now re-entered the 
tfe, when the countefs, turning, faid 
Fitzo&ornc, " You forget Mifs Par- 
;et\'W« Where is Mifs Parker ?" 
i the general inquiry, " In the 
tfingcry," (aid lady Montcith. " No, 
tiadam, I am here/ 9 echoed a ftrill 
ce, which iffued from one of the 
ies who accompanied lady Ara- 
ia. 

* Mifs Parker could not have been 
eft in the orangery," obferved the 
:ountefs. " Tour iadyfhip was cer- 
ainly miftaken. She came down 

lairs with us." 

"And 
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« And (he was the firft who fuppo 
" ed me when I fainted," faid lady Ai 
bella, who, in her eagernefs to detefl 
fuppofed criminal, forgot, that fainti 
people do not always know what pafl 

cc She certainly accompanied me ir 
c< the orangery," repeated lady Mc 
teith. 

Mifs Parker, who was no other t\ 
the <f antiquated belle" at the ope 
now came forward, and with a refpe 
ful courtefy begged leave to expla 
" I certainly accompanied your la 
" (hip and Mr, Fitzofborne down ft* 
" when you did me the honour to 
<c me; but while your ladyfhip was 
u g a g e d with him in looking at 
" ftars, I found it was very cold, ai 
" was afraid of my old attack in 
" fhoulder j fo I thought I would 
« and fetch my pellice * and I *bel 
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your ladyfhip and the gentleman were 
too much occupied to perceive that I 
was gone." 

A farcaftic fmile, which lady Filla- 
rec's politenefs could, fcarcely reftrain 
sr from joining, followed this nar- 
ttive, when Edward, like Jofcph Sur- 
ce, promifed to give a full and fatif- 
dtory account of the matter. He 
id, that on his mentioning that he 
id obferved a beautiful Jacobea lily 
i full blow as they entered, lady 
lonteith and Mifs Parker had ex- 
reffed a wifh to pay it more at- 
rntion 5 that he had the honour to 
fcort them ; and that, after admiring 
le flower, her ladyfhip was fuddenly 
:ruck by the fplendor of fome parti- 
ular conftellationsj when lady Arabella 
rite red. 

Another general fmile enfucd, and 
Jeraldinc, no longer able to rally Jier 

fpirits, 
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jpiriat ordered her chariot; and, tttti 
Mt& Backer (hejwould lee her do»< 
her own door, (he relieved the k& 
from the pain of fuppreffed mefriflJQi 
by taking icare. * 



■ i 
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CHAP. XXX. ; 

Confidence, what art thou ? Thou tremendous power} 
Who do& inhabit us without our leave;— 
How do ft thou light a torch to dirt ant deeds ! 
Make the pa ft, prefent, and the future, frown ! 
How, ever and anon, awake the foul, 
As with a peal of thunder ! 

YOVNG. 

The fuppofed fecret, mentioned in my 
laft Chapter, was of too much importance 
to be confined to the difcoverers. By 
means of the happy art of inuendoes, the 
initiated foon difieminated it through 
the whole circle, in the politeft manner 
imaginable. One lady obferved, that 
the adventures of the third Eloifa would 
foon be published : another affirmed, that 
•it would be called Werter the Second, 
with a different cataftrophe : a third 
ivilhed ta read the Chapter on Botany : 
5 a fourth 
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a fourth thought that that on aftrooojl 
would contain the molt aftonifhingl 
cbvery : a fifth allowed, that aftrono 
jjnd botany were both very fain 
: ftudies for fhepherds and fhephcrdd 
and every body hoped that the aft 
turcs of the poor little lady, who 
loft her pellice, and got the rheumai 
'would be infcrted. The farcafm 
the vifcouhtcfs were peculiarly piqi 
Tor hers was the moft fufpe&ed 
rafter in company $ and it is a* 
variable rule with ladies of hercaft 
the odium with which you befpat 
-neighbour's reputation has a retroa 
effect in furbifiiing your own. He 
clignaaon was chiefly pointed at 
MonWith, who, (he faid, was ceri 
anxious to obtain the honour of be 
.cornutof and her idea was thoug 
be the more judicious, as it was ki 
co« correfpond with the fcntiments c 
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e vifcount her hufband. Envy 1 , 
lefs, the love of faying good things, 

a dearth of converfation* aflifted 
to propagate the ftory. For two 

the town talked of nothing clfe; 
every relatcr could add circum-* 
:es of frefh atrocity. la two. days 
e, the truth of thefe adventitious cir- 
(lances became doubtful, and, being 
ed unfounded, the whole fabric fell 

them to the ground. At the end 
he week every body was heartily 
1 for the dear mifreprefentcd coun^ 
; and every bpdy, forgetting the 
they had themfelves taken, heartily 
ed that fome law might be invented 
irevent defamation.— But to return 
le objedl of thefe inquifitorial pro*, 
tings. 

'he lovely Geraldinc plainly per- 
ed the malicious explanatipn that 

been given to an incident which, 
ol. 11. n Fitz- 
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l ; Kzofl>ornc: had f^tthfully explained. 
The love of iJiflirxflion was, as I have 
before obfcrvcd, one of Iter ruling 
foibles i but (he ftn^ght to gratify it bjr 
the nobicft means. Her fpodefs &me 
added luflre to the fplemlor of her 
taleats and the attractions of her beauty. 
She had ever been named as one of 
thofe few t who, in a degenerate age, af- 
forded a happy inftance of the poflibie 
union of propriety and fiifhion. To have 
the goodly edifice which (he had reared 
withfuchafliduous care at once deftroyedj 
to have her unfullicd name become the 
jeft of witling* and the aflbciate of wil- 
ful depravity, was infupportablc. Even 
fuppofing that the candid hearer would 
rcje& the calumnious aflcrtion, (he could 
,not endure the very idea of having her 
character expofed to ftifpiciou* difcuf- 
Hon. She fat filcnt in the chariot, the 
tear of anguifti dealing down her check, 

incapable 
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ipablc of attending to Mifs Parker's 
ative, whofc regret about the pellice 
rifhed her with a fubjeft of lament* 
n till chcy arrived in town* > 

ntzofborne read lady Montetth*s 

iments. He rightly judged that 

keen fenfibility would prove -in- 

ous to his audacious defigns; and 

determined to exert his infidious 

• • • » 

to fubdue it. The carl was not 
lrned from the Houfe. The countefs 
tied him good night, and paflcd on 
ler dreffing-room. Fitzofborne fdl- 
r ed her to the do6*v t( \Excufe m^ 
nxiety," faid ! he$ " your look does 
lot indicate a wifli for /tfjSofe, Will 
r ou allow me to fit with you till 
vlonteith returns P' She replied, 
t fhe was not inrfpirks for company; 
I after a paufe, i€ It'ls in vain/* faid 
i* c ? to..di%ufte Jny-Jfeetings^ Fit#. 

n 2 " ofborne j 
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<c ofbornc ; and you know the caufc of 
« mjr diftrefc." 

« I know nothing that can juftify, 
" or at leaft dcfcrvc, thole tears. Dearcft 
« lady Monteith, for Heaven's lake, 
" conquer that emotion, which increafes 
."the milanthropy I long have felt at 
« the narrow prejudice and illiberality 
" of the world."* 

" You are always tilting againft thofe 
c< windmill giants," returned Geraldine 
with a languid fmile. C( It is of the 
" fpirit of detraction and inconfidcratc- 
« nefs that .1 complain $ of that cruel 

€€ levity, which (ports with what is 
€< dearer than life." 

" Nay, now you urge your fenfibUity 
cc too far. It is wcakoefs, not delicacy, 
" to put our happinefs fo much in the 
cc power of others. Have you for* 
" gotten that beautiful fentiment, c The 

" con- 
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mfcious mind is . its own awful 
orld?' * 

I grant its propriety only with re- 
•cft to the tortures of guilt ; for can 
nocehce be infenfiblc of the value 
i reputation ?" . 

It may difprove (lander by defpif- 
g it, and by a&ing with marked 
>qt$mpt of its petty machinations* 
he; tale you feem to apprehend is 
o poor, too contemptible for bc- 
if. v 7 )|4iavc? but one fear rcfpc&ing 
9 public cxpofure." 

What fear ?" 

If lord Monteith (hould hear it." 

If he fhould, what have I to 
cad ?" ...... 

The warmth of his chara&er* 
s irritable impetuofity i his fuf- 
cious — •" 

Sufpicious, did you fay ? How; 
uft I be degraded, Mr. FitzcrfbOrne,. 

n 3 " in 
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'< in his opinion ! To fufpcft me after 
" four years experienced confidence ! 
" And what mud the world think of 
€€ me, if even my firft, my deaitft 
€i friend doubts my re&itude ?" 

" I know that angels are not purer; 
€f and when Monteith recottcfts bmk\f> 
" his judgment will tell him the fame* 
" He is now a little warped j an un- 
€C happy ill-grounded apprehenfion— » 
" (mothered fpark nearly etftinguilhcdt 
" by reafon, which this* rMicfclAus ftorj^ 
cf may revive ; — and fufptefon iri a cba— 
" rafter like his mull be terrible/' 

Gerakline leaned aknoft fainting 
againft the wainfeot. A deadly pale- 
nefs was diffufed over her intelligent 
face, and her heart panted With apprc- 
henfive terror. None, except a Dotni- 
tian or a Fitzofborne, who delight 
ih torture, but muft have pitied her 
agonies. 

The 
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\ The traitor did indeed affedt to pity. 
^Jc dropped upon his knee, and uttered 
fcVery rhapfodical expreffion which the 
ifcoft guileful art could dictate. " Deareft 
** lady Monteidi, for Heaven's lake be 
u compofed— my tortured heart bleeds 
u to fee your anguilh— mod injured—* 
" moil lovely fufferer — Oh richly wor- 
" thy' of a better fate— Jmpart your 
* anguilh to the faithful friend who 
** would die to relieve it." 

^The laft words recalled her recol- 
kaioih « Rife, fir," faid fhe with 
becoming dignity. <c My fituation doe9 
fi not call for the a£tive offices of friend- 
r< fhip. You fay I am injured. In what? 
;€ From what motive do you torture me 
lc with fufpenfe ? You feem to'pofiefs 
fC fome fatal fecrct refpedting me. If I 
K ought to know the evil you allude to, 
l€ tell me at once, that I may arm my 
** foul with fortitude to fuftain mv trials, 

n 4 Cf or 
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" or dete& the calumny which (ports 
" with my peace." 

Edward was difconcerted. He had 
hoped that fo much friendship might 
have furprized her into a little acknow- 
ledgment. And he perceived with re- 
gret that many a fummer's fun muft 
ftill rife to mature his villany. He had 
never yet encountered the refiftancc of 
a firm fuperior mind, or fo ftrongty 
feen the " lovclincfs of virtue in her 
own form/' or " felt how awful good- 
nefs is." Yet, more remorfelefs tbaif 
the Prince of Darknefs, « he pined not 
at his own lofs." 

The fophtfts, who in thefc evil days 
are falfcly called enlightened, affed not 
to palliate their own vices by pleas of 
neceffity and frailty, whatever difguife 
they may aflume to expedite their fuc- 
cefs with others. Afpirtng to a pre- 
eminence in impiety, which former 

times 
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•s feared ^o arrogate, they fin upon 
iciple, promulgate fyftems to juftify 
uity, and profcribe repentance by a 
•ality which overturns cvety re- 
nt, and a religion that prohibits 
ling but devotion. Combining Pa- 
fuperftitions with the exploded re- 
cs of irrational theorifts, they place 
lie head of their world of chance a 
ne material God, whom they recog- 

by the name of Nature, and pre- 
i that its worfhip fuperfedes all other 
. human and divine. By the fide 
his circumfcribed Deity they erect 
idol fhrine of its vicegerent, Intc- 
\ by the monftrous doctrines, that 
hatever is profitable is right," that 
e end fan&ifies the means," and 
" human a&ions ought to be free," 
diffolve the bonds of fociety ; and, 

conducing their ? bewildered fol-* 
rs through the mazes of folly and 

* 5 S ui1 ^ 
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guilt, in fcarch of an unattainable pe 
fe&ion, their views terminate at laft 
that fallacious opiate which infiddi 
prefentt, " the eternal deep of death. 
t When poftcrity (hall know that th( 
principles characterize the clofe of I 
eighteenth century, it will ceafe to wc 
der at the calamities which hiftory v 
then have recorded. Such engines s 
Efficiently powerful to overturn gove 
rocnts, and to (hake the deep-fouru 
bafe of the firmed empires. Should 
therefore be told to future ages, t 
the capricious diffolubility (if not 
abfolute nullity) of the nuptial tie ; 
the annihilation of parental authority 
among the blafphemies uttered by 
moral inftrudtors of thefe times : (he 
they hear, that law was branded a 
vain and even unjuft attempt to bi 
individual adtions under the reftri&i 
of general rule * that chaftity was 
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?d to mean only individuality of 
:ftion; that religion was degraded 
:> a fentimental effufiori ; and 
t thefe dodtrines do not" pro- 
d from the pen of avowed pro* 
ates, but from perlbns apparently 
uated by the defire of improving the 
jpinefs of the world : fhould, I fay, 
lerations yet unborn hear this, they 
I not afcribe the annihilation of 
ones and alrars to the fuccefsful arms 

France, but to thofe principles 
ich, by diffolving domeftic confi- 
ice and undermining private worth, 
'ed the way for univerfal corifufion. 
Stimulated by that zeal for making 
>felytes, which marks the miflionaries 

thefe do&rines, Fitzofborne had 
ped to goad his viftim into the 
res of infidelity by the corroding 
lgs of previous guilt. Her unafFeft- 
agony at the idea of her hufband's 
ubting the propriety of her conduft 

n 6 and 
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and the re&itude of her heart, could 
only be infpired by connubial tender- 
nefc and real delicacy. The blufh of 
generous indignation, which kindled 
upon her chtck at the fuppoGtion that 
Edward's infinuations might proceed 
from finifter views, and the calm con- 
tempt with which £hc treated the little 
arts of iedultion to which female va- 
nity has fometimes yielded, convinced 
him that all his attempts to overturn 
her high- fca ted honour would be in- 
effectual, unlefs he could weaken the 
bonds of conjugal attachment, or re- 
move the ftrong bulwark of confeious 
immortality, which gave energy to her 
principles and liability to her virtue. 
Her native fagacity aflured him, that 
all thefe attempts mud be made with 
caution^ but his poifonous noftrums, 
once introduced, would work with filent 
vigour. If the conflift of the paffions 
fhould not be fufficiently ftormy in her 

tern- 
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Bjnperate mind to erafe the belief of 
IXure retribution, her third after know- 
ledge might entangle her in metaphy- 
seal fubtilties. The love of diftinftion 
and the allurements of example might 
induce her to add one more to thole 
courageous females who conceive that 
the ch a rafter of a woman is not en*, 
tircly diverted of weaknefs till fhe de- 
fies Omnipotence; while unrequited 
tendernefs and unrewarded defert muft 
eftrange an exquifitely fufceptible heart 
from its unworthy matter, and dircft its 

affe&ions to the fpecious blandifhmeQts 
of an unprincipled impofture. 

Fitzofborne's anfwer to Geraldine's 
fpirited appeal was diftatcd by the moft 
confummate art. He protefted that he 
had no . fecrct to divulge but what fhe 
already knew -, namely, that lord Mon- 
tfeith had unwarily imbibed fome fufpi- 

cious apprchenfions from the marked 

admU 
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admiration which fir Richard Vernon 
had paid to her at the opera, and to 
which the incidental circumftance of 
her being in remarkably good fpirits- 
that evening might contribute. He 
fcarcely wondered at his friend's alarm, 
when he confidered the free notions of 
the age, the baronet's libertine principles, 
the impetuofity of lord Monteith's tem- 
per, and his extreme fufceptibility in a 
point of honour, which in his opinion 
probably proceeded from the warmth. 

of his conjugal attachment. He begged 
pardon for too deeply fympathizing in 
her uneaflne fs, but owned that his feel- 
ings were never proof againft the magic 
influence of female tears* The term 
" injured," which he perceived had 
alarmed her, was hecdlcfsly uttered, 
without any reference, at leaft any dc- 
figned one, unlcfs it alluded to thofc 
illiberal flandercrs who attempted to 

afpcrfe 
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4k%erfe a charter which he verily be* 

tfespjed. was the only exception to that 

general carelefihefs of reputation too 

Jftrodgly chara&erifticof the manners of 

*he prefent race of married ladies. 

• f Calumny, my dear lady Monteith," 

continued he, " is now confide red as 

€c the teft of falhion j and, inftead of 

* c fhfinking from its peftilcntial attack, 

i€ even women of virtue conceive a flan* 

cc derous paragraph in a morning paper 

" to be a kind of paflport to celebrity -, 

." and, pleafed with becoming an objeft 

" of general attention, they wait very 

cc patiently for time to confute what was 

c< untrue in the report. Your extreme 

« delicacy (for now that you are a little 

c< recovered I cannot help remarking 

" that it is too exquifitely fufceptible) 

** and the peculiarity of your lord's dif- 

« c pofition make me fee the confequencea 

"of this affair in a more fcrious light 

« c than 
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€t than I Ihould othcrwifc do : but as I 
** am afraid that neither of you will ever 
" pra&fe the philofophy which I Ihould 
u aflume on this ridiculous occafion, 
€< 1 can only fay, that I (hall be ready to 
" purfue any plan you (hall fugged for 
ff my condu&. Come, clear that pen- 
41 five brow ; and be convinced, that 
" Monteith may fee other men admire 
" you without fuppofing that you en- 
fC courage their addrcflcs." 

This fpecch had the dcfired effeft. 
It convinced the countefs that fhe 
ought to conceal from her lord every 
circumftance in her own behaviour 
which excited the animadversions of 
others; and while her agitated fpirits 
were fomewhat confoled by the hope 
that his difpleafure was now wholly con- 
fined to Vernon, (he faw the neceflity 
of extreme caution, left it Ihould ulti- 
mately point at her. Her apprehen- 
* - fiona 
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nous of fojhc criminal intention in Fitz- 
fborae^s paffionatc addrefs were tran- 
hcnt. The extreme audacity and guilt 
nnexed to the bare idea of his having 
brnjc^ ,an illicit attachment, and the 
ibfolute impoflibility of his even bop- 
ng for fuccefs, perfuaded her, that his 
paflionate language was only, as he af- 
firmed it to be, the unpremeditated fym- 
pathy of finccre friendfhip; and (he now 
blufhed at her own indelicacy in doubt- 
ing* though but for a moment, the rec- 
titude of his heart. 

Eftecm and confidence arc never fb 
powerful as at the moment of removed 
fufpicion. She wanted an advifer and 
confidant. Who could feem fo proper 
to perform that office as the fag&cious, 
fentimental Edward ? The firft fcheme 
which lady Monteith propofed to Hop 
the circulation of the flanderous tale 
was, that Fitzofborne fhould immedi- 
ately 



2'J2 A TAtli OF THE TIMES. 

ately leave the family. The arch-cempt* 
crfigniljed his pcrfeftacquiefcence* but 
with deference (laced, that in his opi- 
nion fuch an apparent coincidence with 
the prejudice of malevolence would tend 
to confirm its cenfure; and to his re- 
peated advice to treat the whole (lory 
with indifierence and bravado, lady 
Monteich oppofed her own poignant 
feelings, which would never permit her 
to go into company while confeious 
that a whifper was circulated to her dis- 
advantage*. At length a compromife 
was agreed to between the oppofite opi- 
nions, and Geraldine determined to take 
leave of the gay world with more than 
philofophic diflafle of its levity and un- 
charitable afperity. Forgetting that 
retirement had fomctimes fuggefted the 
wifli of introducing her brilliant talents 
to the noiice of more accurate obfervers, 
the envy, hatred, and dctra&ion which 

impeded 
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itfif>cded her career, made her again 
wfV* to take fheiter in the quiet undif- 
p«t**d fuperiority which Powcrfcourt or 
Moriteich prefented. The prefence of 
caprice and affedtation renewed her Lu- 
cy's remembrance, rendered the recol- 
le£fccd fwcetnefs and ingenuoufnefs of her 
cha rafter ftill more pleating, and ftimu- 
latcd her impatience to pour her for- 
&**s into the boforp of foothing friend* 
&ijH:or to heal her corroded heart by 
*J*« gentle balm of. parental tenderncf*. 
^Iie propofed alliance which had occa* 
^^>Dcd her journey to London being to 
^1 appearance entirely fruftrated, fhe 
^iflied to return to the pleating occu- 
pations of domeftic life; and the claims 
?€" filial duty determined her to rake 
■^owerfcourt in her way to Scotland, 
*^t> prevent any fufpicion, that her re- 
peat was in confequence of a breach 
between the carl and Fitzofborne, it. 

was 
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wu propofecfc that die htftec fhould c< 
tinue at PoitkncWpltce^till.iofd Mc 
tetth'i parliamentary engagements « 
mutated: and Gcraldine entertaine* 
private hope, that her lord's iittereft w 
rhiniftry might procure fome poft whi 
would tend -to reconcile Edward ^to4 
fevere blow which his fortunes ted i 
ceivedby the reye&ionof lady ArabeU 
and at the fame time convince the wori 
that caprice was not the diftinguifttt 
ehara&erifKc of all the Macdons 
family. - ; 

Fitzofborne now recurred to the co 
verfation which had really been begun 
lady Fillagree's orangery; andhedebat 
the probable event of his renewing ] 
addreffes with fo much feeming anxiei 
and afted the part of the mortified fwa 
with fo much adroitnefs, as entire 
removed every fhadow of fufpici* 
fix>m lady Monteith's mind, engage 

h 
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her anew in the office of a confoler, and 
even roufed a degree of felf-accufation 
at her having dared to fufpcdt that the 
morals of the virtuous Edward fell fliort 
of the perfedlion to which they prcrl 
tended. She lamented with pathetic 
fwectnefs the depraved ftate of female 
tafte, which gave a coxcomb infinite ad- 
vantage over a man of fenfe with the 
diffipatcd belles of the day $ and Fitz* 

ofborne, rcfigning all his hopes of con* 
jugal felicity, with a profound figh de- 
clared, that in future he mud tranquillize 
his troubled foul with the endearing 
fympathy of female friendship. He 
proceeded with platpnic delicacy to draw 
the mental portrait of fuch a friend as 
he wifhed to find r carefully including 
in the enchanting compofition every 
grace, which Gcraldine feemed confei- 
ous of poffefling. Superior refinement, 
and an apprehenfivc^jefs of even juft 
14 praife, 
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«ffiotfy in which this efcva ted * 
*oaftr^wo^|>larx:*^^ 

iappllcdibjr nam xftccm to expid 
tfaiaooo, yet- wftrafoied &om fp 
iof; by die certainty of offending, 
counftfs liftcned with unfufpe&ag 
:: ib true isthc maxim, 



And jrhile he {ells her he hates flattery, 
She f*jn fee dofei fot befog the* fcoff fell 

Lord Mofttetth interrupted the 
▼erJktion £t a lace hoqr. He retu 
in very high. fpirit% not only data 
the triumph of his party, but witfc 
own particular fuccefs ; having ma 
neat and appropriate fpeech, confi 
of three or four well- turned per 
which was honoured with profoun 
tendon. His lordfliip .was lefs qui< 
difcovering improprieties than in 

fci 
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r them when pointed out bjr 
.. Fitzofborne's fitting' alone with 
dy, at five o'clock in the morning, 
ted him no more than Fitzofr 
e's efcorting her in a correfpondent 
i to lady Fillagree's fancy-ball. He 
runted the events which had taken 
e in the debate with too much eager- 
s to liftcn tot he narrative of her ad- 
jures. He only heard with pleafure, 
•t Vernon paid no attention to her, 
i that fhe was perfi^fHy in charity 
th her cecijbeo. So riiany agreeable 
currences made him readily confent 
her propofal of paying her annual 
fit to Caernarvonfhire immediately; 
*d he was too fincere a friend not to 
iter with eagernefs into her plan of 
*ndering Edward fomc pecuniary fer- 
ices. His late difplay of oratorical 
ability fecmed to enfure fuccefs* 
c for, 9 * faid he, "though I want nothing 

*5 
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" from Government, why fliould not 
91 my friends reap fome advantage from 
41 the fatigue which I endure in the fer- 
u vice of my country ? Do you think 
11 that they dare refufe me, Geraldine, 
" when they know how much I am 
11 courted by Oppofition?" He conclud- 
ed by obferving, that Kdward's talents 
would do honour to any adminiftration. 
Hi-, spearing in a confpicuous line 
would silfo mortify Arabella, and con- 
vinrc her that flic ought to have refpeft- 
rd hrr brother's deeper knowledge of 
niatinrn and characters, and not have 
difiiiiflcd a lover who was infinitely too 
good for her. 
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CHAP. XH2L. 

Meanwhile, by Pleafure't fopVtftryailur'd, 
From the bright fun and living breeze ye /tray • 

And, far in London's gloomy haunts iraimirM, 
Brood o'er your fortune*!, freedom's, health's decay | 

blind of choice, and to yourfelvcs untrue ! 
The young grove flioots, their bloom the field* 
renew, 

The manfion aiks its lord, the fwains their friends, 
'While he does riot's orgies haply /hare, 
Or tempt the gamefter's dark deftroying fnare, 

Or to fome courtly flirine with lavifti incenfe bend." 

Akensidb*. 



▼ hile the carl of Monteith, with all 
*e blunt fincerity of his ardent cha- 
fer, purfued his friendly but unfuo 
£fsful defign of ferving Fitzofborne, 
*e polite circles were very merry at his 
> rd(hip , s expence, every one wonder- 
>g that he could not fee what was fo 
Xtremely vifible to every body clfe, 
vol. ii, o As 
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As lady Monteith had by rctlremc« 
fubdued the acrimony of competition, Itu 
even the candour of her. rivals returned, lid 
and the tide of popular opinion grew 
ftill ftronger in her favour; Large al- 
lowances were made for a little vanity 
and z little indifcretion. Moft people 
fincerely believed that, after all, her 
marked predile&ion for Fteofborne 
was nothing more than a harmkfi flirt- 
ation, perhaps entered into out of frolic, 
ot with a view to mortify Arabella. 
Thcfe delicate extenuations were gene- 
rally concluded by a laugh at his lord- 
fliip's flaying in town to vindicate her 
character, and a fear, that fuch uncom- 
mon good- humour on his part might en- 
courage her to go greater lengths in her 
mirth than (he at firft intended. 

The annihilation of domeftic happinefi 
opening the faireft views for Fitzofborne's 
fuccefs, he determined to employ every 

3 engine 
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engine for its dcftru&ion. The guarded 

honour of Geraldine had hitherto, re* 

je&ed his infinuations to the diiadvan- 

tage of her lord with the warmth of 

confirmed affe&ion, and the indignation 

which a confeioufnefs of the infeparable 

union between his reputation and her 

own muft infpire. But various inftances 

had convinced him, that this c€ God of 

* c her Idolatry" was vulnerable in a 

thoufand points ; eafily deceived, eafily 

feduced, foon irritated, and as quickly 

pacified. The prefence of the countels, 

her fuperior judgment, and the refpedt 

for the decencies of life, which his 

ftrong attachment to her had infpired, 

had hitherto prefcrved him from any 

grofs afts of immorality, and given a 

decorum to his conduit which jufttiM 

the confidence fhe always placed in his 

behaviour. Fitzofbome too plainly faw 

that there was no innate principle to 

o 2 prefervc 
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preferve Montcith in the hour of tempta- 
tion, when his guardian angel was ab- 
sent from her charge. Thofe tempta- 
tions he refolved to fupply ; he doubted 
not his own ability to environ him with 
fnares, from which even a firmer virtue 
would find it difficult to efcape ; and yet 
at the fame time to conceal his infidious 
interferencei and to cover his machina- 
tions with the proftituted names of 
friendfliip, fentiment, and morality. 
Though lady Monteirh's enlarged un- 
der (landing had fufficient difcernraent to 
difcover calumny, and to treat unfound-* 
ed fufpicions with contempt, could flic 
refill the evidence of truth ? or could 
her feeling heart fupport that cruel 
indifference which a diffipatcd hufband 

r s affctts to (how to the amiable 
whom he injures by his vices? 
1 ftrong fufceptibility at every cir- 
lmftance which threatened the dimi- 
nution 
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nution of their mutual regard convinced 
him that (he could not. And furely 
the refentment which a young and beau- 
tiful woman mud feel at fuch injurious 
negligence would render her an eafy 
prey to the wiles of a feducer. To 
fuppofe the contrary, was a paradox 
which his knowledge of the human cha.- 
.radter would not admit. 

It is not my intention to pollute my 

; page by a cjefcription of thofc fucccff- 

ful plans of iniquity by which Fitzof- 

borne fubverted the principles of the 

man who really loved him, and felt 

anxious to render him effential fervices, 

.Unhappily, the world prefents too often 

th$.fp$6tacle of,one immortal being 

alluring another to inebriety, or plunging 
it in depravity, for me to excite 
ftirprize by adding, that fuch aftiqps 
are not deemed incompatible with tlje 
facred title of a friend. Thefc feducers 

o 3 have 
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have not indeed always the deeper mo- 
tives which I afcribe to Fitaofborne * 
4>ut let it be remembered, that the prin- 
ciples he profeffed gave a fkn&iortto his 
Ynore monftrous atrocity. Private vices 
*re public benefits. Is it nob a getfend 
-advantage, that property ihoold bc^tranf- 
ferred from an indolent Terifualift to an 
adtive intelligent enterpriiSng 'citizen* 
who would ttirn it to bdntfitial pitfpdfcs ? 
Moriteith -would be jiift*a* \fop$y~*ifh 
"his dogs 2fnd Hor fes, tWe^ffly^hdrecff 
enjoyment which his lirhtted itfiderftand- 
ing feemed capable of ieliftiirigj though 
his beautiful wife, and the Yair c ^dffefl?bm 
'with which (he was Endowed, 'Were rc- 
figned to fome "clever tfelfclw 'Who had 
wit enough to acquire t'Hem. Suppofmg 
the reftraint of confidence conveniently 
filenced by that Tceptiafm which is 'flow 
efteemfed fo liberal, what-othet* -prin- 
ciple will you fubftitute'to preveht fuch 

pradices ? 
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a&ices ? Succefs foon reconciles tl»c 

orld to the profperous villain. A 

ttle declamation will fatisfy fen tiracrtt, 

nd even the watchful dragon of honour 

nay be charmed to deep by honied 

words. Gratitude, which ufed to rank 

next to integrity in the fcale of virtues, 

is now, like its immediate predeceffor, 

degraded from its proud pre-eminence. 

Refinement has di/covered, that the giver 

beftows not from benevolent motives, 

nor from affeflipn to the receiver, but 

merely to relieve himfelf from the pain 

of an uneafy emotion ; and it has taught 

. us to infer from thefe prcmife% that it 

would be weaknefs to feel obligation 

for benefits which wholly proceed from 

the all-invigorating principle of felf- 

love. 

JEntangled in the mazes of an illicit 
amour, begun in a moment of ine- 
briety, and purfued from want of cou- 

o 4 rage 
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rage to be Angular, and want of energy 
to be firm, the unhappy Montetth be- 
held his prefent fituation with horror, 
and contemplated his pad happinefs with 
vain regret. His little daughters, his 
Geraldine, his domeftic tranquillity, hrs 
rural amufements,— -how forcible was 
the contrail between thofe guiltlefs plea- 
fures, and the clamour of a Bacchana- 
lian revel, the corroding inquietude of 
a gaming-table, and the venal allure- 
ments of a courtezan. 

Thoufand after thoufand vanifhed at 
thefe midnight orgies. The image of his 
injured wife and fupplicating infants con- 
ftantly rofe to his view ; but they only 
came to increafe his defperation, not to 
reftrain his madnefs. The words, " One 
" more bottle, and another fong ! What, 
« Monteith a flincher ? Come, my lord ; 
« luck muft change ; make one more 
"fpiritcd effort :" and, "Canthcdear- 

"eft 
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** eft of men, for whom I h&ve refufed 
u fuch liberal offers, defert me ?" Such 
cxpreflions for medthe magic (pells whofc 
powerful incantations enthralled a mind, 
reduced to the deplorable ftate of att- 
ing the part it abhorred, and adopting 
the vices it defpifed, left the votaries of 
diflipation (hould fufpeft that he wanted 
courage to be wicked. 

Fitzofbome did not cxpofe his un- 
tainted reputation by, appearing in thefe 
fecnes of depravity. He contented 
himfelf with pointing out parties which 
he entreated his lordfhip to. avoid, or 
with mentioning inftances of furprifing 
turns of luck at the gaming-table which 
it would be folly in any one to expeft. 
He exclaimed againft Mrs. Harley's in- 
famy, but acknowledged that (he was 
in the higheft fafhion; that Ihe.had re- 
jected a much larger fejttlenjent thaa 
\y^at flie now Solicited from Monteith, 
, ■ . o c which 
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•which he hoped his lordfhip would have 
refoJurion to refufe ; and yet, after all, 
as die ftrong bias of the paffions (con- 
ed to point out that fuch temporary 
engagements were congenial to our na- 
tures, their criminality mull wholly de* 
pend upon the circumfcribed, and per- 
haps erroneous, fyftems of political ju- 
rifprudence. He always concluded thefe 
powerful diffuafions by urging the pe- 
culiar fe verity of lady Monteith's prin- 
ciples, and the confequent neceffity of 
concealing his mifconduft from her. 
He conjured him to haften to Powerf- 
court; and then added, what he knew 
would negative the propofal, u How 
" will you fupport the tears and the re- 
€C proofs of that injured woman ? Fori 
" fear, my friend, that in fpite of every 
« prudent precaution, your pale dejeft- 
" ed looksi cmbarrafled manner, and 
cc conftramed ' Vivacity, cannot faH of 

"attraft- 
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" attra&ing her apprehen ve obfcrv*- 
" don/' * . ■ • ■ 

While the cruel machinations of iFitt- 
ofborne thu$ aflailcd the honour jof fie- 
jialdine by vitiating the mind of her 

' hufbahd, the deftined victim of his worfe 
than murderous defigm enjoyed the 
Jbothiog coufolation of pouring her for- 
•row into the attentive ear of friendship. 
Ignorant of the feverer trials which im- 
mediately awaited her, the tranquillity 
of xucal fcenes, the «benevolent fwjpli- 
ci|y of her revered fcther, the dignified 
rcfignation of Mr. Evans, and the iiv- 
terefting fwectnefs of the amiable Lucy, 

( confpired to calm that painful -conflict 
which undeferved -calumny and difap- 

, pointed jiope had excited in her foal; 
The early carol , of the lark, the dyJog 

f fell of the nightingale, the kindling 

tglory of -a fummer's mprning, tfie re- 
viving ftcihaefs of the ev<nipg zephyr 

©6 the 
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the various delights which the country 
affords, and the attractive fimplicity of 
- its uncontaminated inhabitants, infpired 
lady Montcith with ftrong indignadoQ 
againft that faftidious taftc which, while 
it degrades the majeftic operations of 
Nature with the epithets of ordinary 
and vulgar, or paffes them with ftupid 
infenfibility, purfues the celebrity re- 
quired by the conftru&ion of a carriage 
or the adjuftment of a robe. Her cen- 
furcs againft this petty ambition were, 
however, too warm to be the dictates 
of cool judgment, and evidently proved, 
that the fair declaimer had been once 
included in the frivolous groupe who 
pay a blind idolatry to popular efteem. 
Difappointment infpired other notions ; 
and, guided by this new impulfe, fhe 
appeared once in her conversions with 
Mifs Evans to lean to the dangerous 
dodlrines of Fkzoiborne. " When I re- 
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« c -fleft," faid flic, " on the evanefcent 
<r nature of reputation; that it is acquired 
H without folic itude, and loft without 
«* guilt; thatit is thefportof calumny > and 
fC the battery from which envy mortally 
iC wounds the peace of innocence, I feel 
€t convinced that it is beneath the at* 

" tention of a well-governed mind." ■ 

The converfation had been prcvioufty 
confined to the caprices of fa (h ion, and 
Mifs Evans was furprized that it ihould 
produce fuch a ferious conclufion; for 
to this genuine child of Nature the eclat 
annexed to the invention of a becoming 
turban , or even the honour of an innu- 
merable party, fcemed unworthy of a 
moment's anxiety. She therefore fixed 
her intelligent eyes upon her friend,,and 
aflced her to what fhe alludec} ,in .this 
reflexion? 

f€ My own fad ftory;" faid Geraldine, 

f c is ever predominant in my mind. 

, - 5 v Even 
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cc Even while I am enjoying the de- 
". lights of thefe beloved peaceful fcenes, 
« I cannot for one moment forget tint ! 
cc I am now a mark for public ridicule; 
€c and I am endeavouring to derive 
<c fome confolation from thofe lend- 
cc ments which a gentleman, a very 
cc fenfible man, and a friend of lord 
u Monteith's,. has frequently fuggeftcd." 
c< They can only apply," bid Lucy, 
. u to the cafe of thofe who place their 
€€ ultimate hopes in the applaufe of the 
" world. They have nothing to da 
" with the well-grounded mind, which, 
u while it purfues the fteady path of 
cc duty, is pleafed with being encouraged 
cc on its journey by the modeft voice of 
cc well-earned praife. Far be it from 
€€ me, my Geraldine, to feek to diminifli 
cc your confolations. Innocence allows 
cc you to poffefs a very fuperior one - f 
" and while your life difproves accufa- 

cc tions> 
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•* tions, you have no caiife to be 'de- 
-" preffecl. Yet the watchful fufcepti- 
-" bility of female honour cannot but 
i"fefcl *very attack upon its chara&er; 
r T c and it ftidft impatfently longs to refute 
- €C the:denfares v whidh -4tfr purity abhors* 
•ViLord Monteith's friend, I .fuppofe, 
;. cc only made general obfervations. He 
"** could not allude to your particular 

« ftory." 

" They were the obfervations of 
« Fitzofborne,", faid lady Monteith 
gravely. 

a Of Fitzofborne"?" interrogated 
•Lucy* "I have heard you defcribe 
l €€ ihifai as one of the moft enlightened, 
^ uricorrupted, and amiable of men : 
* c the perfon too,* refpe&ing whom your 
" condudt is cenfured/' 
I--*** -It is esfaftly as you dcfcribe. He 
^is'thdS'lJeferving,'and I am fo ac- 

«<*tfed." 

?J . "Does 
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" Docs a fixed contempt for thegood^j 
" will of that mafs of his fellow-crea-, 
cc tures which is called the world, im- 

• 

€S ply this fuperior merit ? The world, 
cc I have heard my dear father often fay, 
€t judges right, but from wrong pre- 
€i mifes. It is hafty and rafh, not dif- 
c< paffionate and re fie ding. It kindles 
" into indignation at a fpecious tale : it 
tc loads a fufpetted character with op- 
€C probriumj but however falfe its in- 
ference, however miftaken its judg- 
ment, its errors always lean to the 
fide of juftice and virtue. And I am 
<c the more inclined to pay a deference 
" to my father's opiriion, becaufe I find 
cc his idea of that aggregate body of 
" which I am an individual confirmed 
<c by my own feelings." 

" I (hall only join the general decifion 
cc of the world, which you fa reverence," 
replied the countefs, " when I found the 

" praifes 



€€ 

€€ 
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u praifes of Mr. Fitzofborne. To the 
u manners and the exterior of the moft 
g€ finifhed gentleman, he adds the in- 
" formation of the fcholar, and the pro- 
t€ fundity of the philofopher. Perhaps 
* f his ardent love of truth may urge him 
€€ to too great a contempt for eftablifhed 
i€ rules ; and you know, Lucy, we muft 
€€ not expeft fuperior minds to pay a 
cc fcrupulous attention to the little 
€€ pun&ilios which cuftom exafts from 
€€ ordinary characters. He is a&uatcd 
fC by the moft exalted views, and his 
** life is the nobleft comment upon his 
€€ opinions;" 

The limited obfervation of Mils 
Evans had never difcovered fuch a 

being as lady Monteith defcribed ; and 
Ihe regarded the delineation of its dif- 
tinguifhed properties with fomewhat of 
the fame kind of fcrupulous curiofity 
with which ye perufe the defcription of 

the 
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thtppcom and the kritau m 
lutely denying that fpch,*hii^ 
prift, but wifhing to have {heir 
more cleanly identified. £jfer;v . _ 
jCbon gratified, ami this hua>w ; pbapv 
was introduced at Powerfcpwt by at 
event in which chance (the modem 
term for Providence) had a £na)kf 
Jhate than ojtenjibfy appeared* , . 

The <poft always armed at fir 
SHRivrii in the tftenw** 4^4 t^o^gk 
the £0?d baronep bad nothing »f the 
fcaftuw in his chara&$ 5, and was by ma 
picans an adept in the fcience of politics, 
he conftantly exercifed an unlimited au» 
thority over the newfpaper, , the con- 
temn of which he. regularly recited, ia 
an audible voice, to the party aflcmbled 
round Tvfe.hofpitable board. The journal 
'pf ;paffing occurrences which found ad- 
fmfiipn at fir William's, was generally 
uncohtaminated by.privatc flandcr, party 

abufe, 



* 
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febufe, or fulfome panegyric, and firpply 
ja plain narrative of the events of the day. 
Jk happened, however, that after lady 
,Monteit!h had fpent about four months 
J&t her father's, the following paragraph 
-found admittance : 

"It is rumoured in the polite circles, 

t€ that a certain miniftcrial nobleman, in 

€f the vicinity of SP#****#d Place, finds 

rf c fufficient attractions in the beau- 

pitiful Mrs. Haridyrlto confide Jiim for 

: cc his recent difgraccj -while a fair in- 

i " conftarit is trying, whether the keen 

," air of the OMHMHHHN^fliire moun- 

•f*. tains .may not be beneficial to a con- 

'.'? fooiptwe reputation. It is faid, that 

" Iprd M*******'s fettlements on his 

cc new flame are uncommonly liberal/* 

Sir yVilliam was not verfed in the 

Wngiiage of. initials -and afterifks; and 

-was not in pqfleffion of the decyphering 

. gloflary which a knowledge of polite 

fcandal 
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•teraafc], toofc «J *ng pab* 

"f <o lead J,„ t0 T? r £ ™<»'* «. wa, 

* b '^m mo „ ^ » fiMfaM 

W «?* «hem rta, t *°* "t be , bk 

No a '«m was „ ""«• 
,US "™««a„ . ^«*« <*, b, 
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convey any explanation to bis auditors, 
and any fucure appeal to the newfpapcr 
for information was impoffible, for it 
had fuddenly difappearcd during the 
buftle occafioned by lady Monteith's 
fcintne/s* But fince the butler and the 
houfekeeper were both very great poli- 
ticians, and very anxious to infpeft the 
conduft of adminiftration, this circum- 
ftance too frequently happened to bear 
at this time any myfterious air* 

Geraldine's indifpofition wore next 
morning a more ferious afpeft. Her 
maid owned, that fhe had been ex- 
tremely reftlefs and agitated all night, 
and her pulfe indicated confidcrable 
fever. Sir William's parental tender- 
jiefs took alarm. The moft eminent 
medical affiftance which the country af- 
forded was called in, and an exprefs was 
difpatched to town to fummon her 

hufband. 

The 



I 
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The petrifying power of vice requites!* 1 
time before it can render the heat 11 
completely callous. Lord Monteith ttti 
not yet forgot his inimitable Geraldiae, 
the mother of his pretty little girls, the 
founder of James -town, and the benign 
enchantrefs whofe magic powers had 
converted the wild unfrequented ihorei 
of Loch Lomond into the refidence of 
plenty, elegance, and happinefs. His 
recolle&ion of the guiltlefs pleafures 
once enjoyed in her fociety aggravated 
his fears for her fafety $ nor could a 
thoufand Mrs. Harleys detain him from 
her bedfide. Endeavouring by the 
fpeed of his return to atone for the 
criminality of his abfence, relays of 
horfes were ordered upon the road, and 
the exertions of the poftboys were fti- 
mulated by .additional douceurs. But 
lprd Monteith is not the only furious 
driver that has found it impoffible to 

travel 
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travel from himfelf. New to the fug- 
geftions of remorfe, yet unable to divert 
the pain of its fcorpion-fting by the fal- 
lacious juftification of comparing his 
own conduct with that of other men of 
fafhion, his troubled imagination con- 
tinually placed before his eyes the 

» 

frightful image of an amiable wife mur- 
dered by his vicious indifference* and 
his thoughts were alternately occupied 
by curling his own folly, and frantickly 
addreffing Heaven to Ipare a life which 
he now felt to be infinitely dearer than 
his own. 

Such a fituation called for the ame- 
liorating offices of friendfhip, and the 
fentimcntal, difpaflionate Fitzofborne 
had claimed that pious talk. To abate 
the reader's indignation againfl: that 
gentleman's conduct, I muft affirm, 
that it was afterwards latisfadlorily 
proved, that the fatal paragraph which 
I have quoted was not communicated 

to 



1 
\ 
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to the newfpaper editor in a handwrit- 
ing that bore the Uaft refemblance to 
Edward's. I will alfo own, that his 
emotions during the journey to Powerf- 
court were almoft as poignantly diftreflf- 
ing as thofc of his fellow-traveller. 
Gonfcience, indeed, was lefs loud in her 
accufations, becaufe her fenfibility had 
by frequent repreflion been rendered 
more callous. But the probabic di/ap- 
pointment of thofe plans of aggrandife- 
ment which he had purfued with fuch 
wicked diligence, haraflfed his appre- 
henfion $ and he regretted, that, human 
feience had not yet reached its fummit 
of perfedtion, by prefenting to him the 
immortalizing elixir that would enable 
him to difputc with death for the pot- 
fcflion of the viftim whom he had 
marked for a more dreadful deftination. 
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